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Minister for Planning

Department of Transport, Planning and Local Infrastructure

Level 7, 1 Spring Street
MELBOURNE VIC 3000
Dear Minister,

advising you on the preparation of the new strategy since May 2012.

Since thenthe MAC has participated in
extensive community engagement and stakeholder
consultation
process with a wide range of individuals,
organisations and authoritiesabout their ideas, aspirations and priorities in terms of
the content of the new
MPS.
an

As a result of these consultations and
drawing on the extensive expertise of the members of the MAC, as
well as national and international research, we
now provide you with a copy of a draft MP5 which
we believe
would leave an enduring legacy of initiatives and
projects over the next 30- 40 years which would secure
Melbourne’s future as a highly liveable, productive and affordable
metropolis. As importantly, the MAC is of
the opinion that our advice to you over the last 16 months is
underpinned by international best practice in
strategic planning for a large metropolis in an increasinglycompetitive
global environment.

We believe our draft reflects much of what we have heard
stakeholders convey to us verbally and in written
submissions, abides by the nine principles which have had resounding public
support as a result of feedback
on our Discussion Paper and delivers on an
inclusive and bold vision for our

great city.

It is our understanding thatthe view of the Government

on the required actions and
considerably different from the MAC's final version of a draft strategy." We have also in'itiatives is

consistently expressed

concerns about the quality, relevance and

obvious errors in the maps and other graphics in the
Department's draft. I am happy to elaborate further on our concerns but it is clear
to the MAC thatthe
content of the Department's draft MP3 is drifting
away from the MAC's version.

In attaching a copy of our advice to you in theform of
a draft MP5 the members of the MAC believe
they
have completed theirrole and the future of the
strategy is now in the hands of the State Government to
deliver to the people of Melbourne. We of course
accept that this is the Government's strategy. Members of
the MAC have requested therebe no mention of them in the draft and final
MP5 such as in the messages
from Ministers and the Premier in the foreword of the
document. As chairperson of the MACAI am happy to
discuss with you the reasons for this request.
Now that our role has concluded, the members of the MAC
thankyou and your government for the
opportunity to participate in the preparation of the new MP5 and we’ wish
you all the best with this very

important project.

Yours faithfully,

Professor Roz Hansen

Chairperson

gt’behalf/{7ézt£’L€—_‘
On

of Bernard Mc

Namara (as overseas)

Professor John Stanley
-

,

‘J
Chris Gallagher

I

T°"V N'Ch°'5°"
_

Attachment: MAC's version of the draft MP5 (withoutthe

foreword, graphics, ma ps, photos etc)
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This version of the draft Metropolitan Planning Strategy (M P5) is the version that the
Ministerial Advisory Committee for the MPS endorsed in August 2013. It does not include
the Foreword messages from the Premier_and relevant Ministers; the maps, diagrams, vox
the text.
pops quotes or relevant case studies and break out boxes that assist in explaining
The Ministerial Advisory Committee has expressed concerns about the accuracy or
relevance of some of the maps, diagrams etc. to members of the MPS team at DTPLI.
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INTRODUCTION
As a world class city, Melbourne will becomethe city of
opportunity and choice.

The city we enjoy today did not come about by accident. Melbourne has been shaped by the
foresight and planning of earlier generations. We can see the legacy of theirvision in the vibrant
places we value, and the liveable communities we participate in every day.
But we cannot plan the city of the future with yesterday’s thinking. As our city grows and develops,
we need to plan for, and manage, growth. We must do so in ways that respond to long-term

patterns of economic, social and environmental change, thatenhance Melbourne's liveability,and

that capitalise on opportunities to strengthen our productivity and competitiveness.-

This Draft Metropolitan Planning Strategy is a vision for Melbourne. It is an evidence-based plan
designed to guide Melbourne's housing, commercial and industrial development through to 2050. it
seeks to integrate long-term land use, infrastructure and transport planning to meet the population,
housing and employment needs of the future.
The Draft Strategy is fundamentallyabout providing certainty for residents and businesses. It does
this by outlining the Victorian Government's long-term plans for where it will develop future
infrastructure and transport, and by providing clarity for residents about where there can be future
housing development and employment opportunities.

WHAT MELBURNIANS HAD TO SAY
Since May 2011, the Ministerial Advisory Committee for the Metropolitan Planning Strategy has
engaged with members of the public, business groups, government departments and agencies, local
governments and community organisations to seek their advice about the contents of the Draft
Strategy. Building on preliminary consultations, the Minister for Planning released the committee's
public discussion paper Melbourne, let's talkabout thefuture in October 2012. The discussion paper
proposed nine strategic principles to inform discussion about Melbourne's future, and the
development of a metropolitan plan.

opportunities

for people to
Consultations were undertaken through a range of public events and
YouTube
channel,
Plan
Melbourne
included
These
website,
and
a
discussion
in
input.
provide
engage
Melbourne's
undertaken
major
and
through
and
Twitter
a public survey
Facebook page
account,
newspapers. These activities culminated in a major community forum in March 2013, at Docklands,
with more than 1000 Melburnians participating in person or online in a day-long program of expertled discussions and workshop sessions about Melbourne's future. The committee's consultations
generated 598 submissions, and thousands of individuals provided input through surveys, forums
and community discussions.
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From these inputs, the following themes emerged to inform development of the Draft Strategyl.
-

a

0

0

People would like to see the unique character of their neighbourhoods preserved.
Melburnians value access to open space includingparklands and reserves withintheir local
communities.
Public transport is a clear priority and the Strategy should encourage cycling and

walking.

There is overwhelming support for education and health services to be located within 20
minutes of all households.

People support increased density where thereis existing infrastructure and activity.
However, a variety of housing types needs to be established across all areas, to meet the

needs of different demographic groups.
0

Employment opportunities should be decentralised to create more local jobs in different
parts of Melbourne.

e

-

0

-

-

We need to build and retro-fit more environmentallyfriendly houses and buildings. There
needs to be more emphasis on generating our own energy, and on water reuse.

Stronger partnerships between local governments, industry and the community sector are
needed, to create more-effective funding, finance and delivery models. Partnerships must be
based on a clear vision of community benefits, and partners must understand their roles and
responsibilities.
People broadly support the vision "of a polycentric city with connections to regionai Victoria,
but transport links between major centres will be essential.
Melbourne in 2050 will be inclusive, and accepting of change. Community engagement will
be central to decision—making. Melbourne's uniqueness will have been nurtured and we will
have protected what is best about our city.
People like the neighbourhoods they live in and value the multicultural character of
Melbourne, both in the CBD and in local communities.

MELBOURNE’S GROWTH—LED TRANSFORMATIONS
In the 17.7 years since it began as a settlement on the banks of the Yarra River, Melbourne has
undergone a series of growth-ledtransformations. Each one of these transformations has left lasting
impacts on the city's landscape, structure and identity.

Melbourne's early structure and character were defined during the Gold Rush of the 18505, which
saw our city's population triple within a decade. That era left the city a legacy ofelega nt Victorian
buildings, the notable 'Hodd|e Grid’, distinctive boulevards and high streets, civic recreational
facilities,and expansive inner city parks and gardens.
In the early 20"‘ century, Melbourne expanded with the development of mass transit train and tram
systems. Mechanised transport enabled middle class residents to escape the crowding and
congestion of the city centre for the space and greenery of the suburbs. Melbourne's distinctive
shopping strips were established at this time.
'

1MinlsteriaI Advisory Committee for the Metropolitan Planning Strategy for Melbourne 2012, Melbourne, let's talk about the future,
DTPLI, Melbourne
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The next period of major growth came after theSecond world War, when the rise. of the private car,
investment in road capacity, better access to housing finance and a shift in manufacturingto outer
geographic expansion and suburbanisation.
fringes of the city led to

Melbourne's

undergone another significant period of growth and urban
While
have
the
we
seen
regeneration of the city centre accompanied by hightransformation.
density housing in Southbankand Docklands, and further gentrification of the inner suburbs and
emergence of apartment style living on the central city fringe, we have also seen rapid outer
suburban development.
In the past two decades our city has again

A

MELBOURNE TODAY
Melbourne is a large metropolis of 4.25 million people. it spans nearly 10,000 km and includes 31
local government areas‘. Melbourne is home to nearlythree—quarters of all Victorians. For the year
ended 30 June 2012, Melbourne had the largest populationgrowthof any Austraiian city (77,200
people), followed by Greater Perth (65,400) and Greater Sydney (61,300).
Melbourne has a labour force of 2.3 million people’, with jobs widely distributed across the
metropolitan area. In 2011, 14per cent of jobs were located in the CBD, Docklands and Southbank
areas‘. The remainder were located broadly, including in several large and vibrant suburban Activity
Centres, in knowledge— and employment clusters anchored by tertiary education and medical
institutions, and in industrial precincts and areas around the city's principal airport and port
facilities.
Melbourne has a range of assets and competitive advantages which drive our city's current success
and will be the foundations of its medium- and long-term future. They include the following.
A productive and vibrant Central City with room to grow Melbourne is an internationally
recognised city with strong global business, educational, cultural and sporting connections. The City
of Melbourne has the eighth—fastestpopulation growth of all Australian local governments and has
seen the creation of over new 80,000 jobs in the last decade. One of Melbourne's competitive
advantages is the amount of land availablefor redevelopment in strategic Central City locations,
withthe potential to create well-located and attractive mixed-use neighbourhoods.
—

“A diverse industry base Following the opening up of theAustralian economy to greater global
competition in the 19705 and 19805, Melbourne has progressively transitioned from an inwardly
focused manufacturingeconomy to a globally focused, knowledge—based service economy. Through
this transition, Melbourne has diversified its base of employment-generating,industries which have
the resilience of the city's labour market to external shocks and structural
helped
—

strengthen

adjustment pressures.
educated, flexibleand multicultural workforce In a globalised economy, there can be no
greater asset for a city than the diversity and skills of its population. Melbourne has a highly

An

—

educated and well-trained workforce‘ and is one of the world's most harmonious and culturally
diverse cities. With its people coming from more than 200 countries, speaking more than 230
languages and following more than 130 religious faiths, Melbourne is well-equipped to engage in

2A small part of the metropolitan Melbourne boundary also covers part of Mitchell Shire.
3AustraIian Bureau of Statistics 2013, 6291.0.55.001 Labour Force, Australia, Detailed Electronic Delivery,Apr 2013
‘Australian Bureau of Statistics 2011 Census of Population and HousirIg.Defined as the Melbourne Statistical Area Level 2
-

-

—

SA2, Docklands

5A2 and Southbank 5A2
SNATSEM calculations from theAustralian Bureau of Statistics Survey of Education and work, ABS Cat No. 6227.0, 2011
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global markets across the world.
Liveable neighbourhoods and suburbs Melbourne provides a very high—qua|ity of life for its
residents, with good-quality housing, education, transport, community, public safety, health and
environmental servicesprovided in most parts of the city. Meibourne is a city of suburbs, with their
own distinctive character. Our suburbs range from vibrant, higher-density inner—urban areas that
offer a rich variety of cultural, entertainment and sporting attractionsto low-density, family-friendly
suburbs with good access to schools, retail precincts and community facilities.Together,they create
an accessibleand inclusive city with living options that cater to people at all life stages.
—

integrated and high-capacitytransport system Melbourne's transport system includes modern
port, airport, road, rail, tram, bus and cycling infrastructure. It has an extensive freeway and arterial
road network. its rail network provides good radial access to theCentral City and major centres in
the suburbs, and the tram system is the largest in the world. Melbourne's port is Australia's busiest

An

and is

—-—

closely linked to national road and rail networks. Our two main airports are curfew—free, and

expanding.
internationallyrecognised university sector ——Melbourne is home to a numberof wor|d—ranked
universities and leading educational and research institutions. These include the Melbourne,
Monash and Latrobe universities; Burnet Institute; Walter and Eliza Hall Institute; Baker Research
Institute; and theAustralian Synch rotron. These institutions are fundamental to the city's abilityto
compete in a global economy, attract investment, and provide the skill base for future growth in our
knowledge-based industries.
A clean environment and valuable natural assets Melbourne's clean air, water quality, tree
coverage and marine and river health contribute significantlyto the city's liveability.From the
mountain ash forests of the Yarra Ranges to thewetiands on its coastline, Melbourne and its
immediate surrounds are home to a rich array of iconic natural features, productive farmland,
animal and plant habitats and biodiversity. These assets provide a wealth of ecological, health and

An

'

—

recreational benefits to residents and are centrai to Melbourne's attractiveness to overseas visitors
and investors.

The nation's sporting, arts and cultural capital Melbourne is internationallyrecognised as the
world's best sportscity in our population categorys. It is home to an array of wor|d~class sporting
and cultural facilities,including the MCG, Melbourne Park, National Tennis Centre, Ngargee (Arts
Precinct) and Melbourne Museum. We have created one of the world's most admired caiendars of
major events which includes iconic events such the Austraiian Open, White Night Melbourne,
Melbourne Fashion Festival, Melbourne Food and Wine Festival, Formula 1?" Australian Grand Prix,
Melbourne Winter Masterpieces, AFL Grand Final Season, Australian Motorcycle Grand Prix,
Australian Masters (golf), Melbourne Cup Carnival, and the Boxing Day Test (cricket).
—

MELBOURNE'S GROWING PRESSURES
Melbourne's growth in population has not been without cost. Over the past decade, the city has
added over 600,000 new residents, almost 60 per cent of whom made their home in the outer
suburbs. This rate and pattern of growth has placed strains on the city's infrastructure and service
systems and is increasinglyresponsible for issues which, if left unchecked, will undermine the city's
iiveabilityand competitiveness over the coming decades. These are some of the issues.

Changing demographics Our population is ageing with the number of people over the age of 65
-

“Herald Sun, 28 April 2012 "we're sports champion city again
Sliiage
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years increasing and the number of people of working age likely to decline in the years ahead. This
means thatstandard forms of housing will not be suitable for all of our ‘population. It will also mean
the city's task of caring for aged people grows. For family members who take on the roles of caring
for younger and aged familymembers,there will be a challenge in being able to move quickly and
and other responsibilities,includingwork places.
efficiently

betweenthis

“

'

Congestion Melbourne's transport infrastructure and services are under increasing pressure, with
congestion increasing on road and public transport systems during peak periods. congested
transport networks adversely affect productivity, efficient freight movement, energy use,
greenhouse gas emissions and people's quality of life. Parts of the road and rail networks are already
at or near capacity and our bus system is underdeveloped.
—

Affordability As competition for housing increases, areas close to the city have become
increasinglyunaffordable for middle.- and low-income households wanting to buy or rent. In future,
we will need to provide a better range of affordable housing options close to the Central City and
other major areas of employment so thatlow- and middle-incomeworkers have more choices about
how close they live to where they work.
-—

Accessibility

As the city grows, newer areas on the suburban fringe often develop before
infrastructure and services are provided. Their distance from the Central City and the moredeveloped middle suburbs means that residents can have less access to employment, services and
recreation than those who live closer in. While everyone recognises that new communities take time
to form, it is important for all Melburnians to have access to health, education, public transport,
retail and community facilitiesand services. These must be established for suburban-fringe
communities as early as possible. Affordable living is becoming a real concern for many Melburnians,
especially for residents living on the urban fringe faced with increasing petrol prices and limited
access tojobs and services close to home.
—

Low urban density Melbourne's urban footprint is one of the largest in the world. But its
population is smallerthan many cities with comparable, even smaller, land areas. The typical
residential density in Europe is 250 net dwellings per hectare; in Melbourne it is 12 net dwellings per
hectare. Ours is a low density suburban city. In recent years, Melbourne's outer suburbs have
become some -of the fastest growing municipalities in Australia’. To accommodatethe significant
population growth forecast for the years ahead, Melbourne needs a strategy that encourages a
gradation of urban densities and fosters more diversity and choice in the housing sector, closer
proximity to public transport, greater utilisation of availableurban infrastructure and access to a
wide range of services and jobs closer to home.
—

Climate change There is a near-universal scientific consensus that our climate is constantly
changing, due to a wide range of human and natural factors. in recent years, we have seen more
frequent bushfires, heat wave events, significant flooding and storms. We need to plan to make
Melbourne and its hinterland more adaptive and resilientto natural disasters. To move Meibourne
towards a |ow—carbon future we will need to shift to |ow—emission transport modes, green our
suburbs and implement other resource and urban management initiatives. All these will requireus
to pian the city in different ways.
-

Rural encroachment As Melbourne develops and grows, people move further out to find
affordable and enjoyable living options within commuting distance of the city. This puts pressure on
—

7The four l.GAs withthe highest growth rates in the year ending June 2011 are all located on our citifs urban fringe:
Wyndham (7.8%), Cardinia (5.9%), Melton (5.6%), and Whittlesea (5.6%).
Elllage
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Melbourne's surrounding rural areas to provide for larger urban settlements Locking in an urban

boundary for metropolitan Melbourne will help protect the agricultural, environmental, tourism and
other key functionsof the peri-urban area for future generations to enjoy.

MELBOURNE IN 2050
Melbourne will be a very different city by 2050. Given our rapid growth over the past decade and
future projections of natural population increase and migration, it's imperative thatwe plan for a
bigger city in the years ahead. How much_bigger Melbourne becomeswill be influenced by such
factors as the proportion of population growth we can attract to our regional cities as part of our
State of Cities approach for Victoria. This is our opportunity to take control of our destiny by planning
the city's growth and development in a responsible and better integrated way. Only if we rise tofthis
chailenge can we ensure thatthe benefits of growth are shared by all, and that Melbourne's Iiveability
is secured well into thefuture.

By 2050, Melbourne will be a busier and more populous place. it will have grown by two and half
million to three million people. We will require over one million more dwellings than exist today.
Melbourne's overall population is ageing as it is in all Australian cities so we will need our city
—

—

to become more aged-friendly.At the same time, while the population as a whole is getting older,
the school age population is projected to grow by about a quarter of a million by 2050. That means
we will need to build several hundred new schools. And we will have to build them in a more cost-

efficient and spatially planned manner.

While ageing often leads to changed household arrangements, growth is anticipated in all types of
households familieswith children, couples withoutchildren, single person households and other
household types. We will need to provide a greater variety of housing. Enablingpeople to up-size or
down-size as their housing needs change over time will alter our housing densities and increase
choice in the market, especially at the neighbourhood level.
—

The lives people live and the types of jobs they do will be affected by changes in science, technology,
communications,energy and culture, and in ways that are difficult to predict. For that reason alone,
planning Melbourne's future will need to be an ongoing and adaptable process.

provide workfor this much larger population, somethinglike 1.3 to 1.6 million new jobs will need
to be created in Melbourne. Business and knowledge services (including financial and insurance,
professional, scientific and technical services) are expected to become increasinglyimportant drivers
of Melbourne's prosperity“. It is likely we will see more people stay longer in the workforce, with
good access to jobs and education driving social and economic participation.
Employment forecasts indicate thatjobswill be generated in a broad range of industries located
across Melbourne, with around 40 per cent of employment growthanticipated in the Central
Subregion and adjacentinner suburbs.
While Melbourne is increasinglyrecognised internationallyas a business services city, other sectors
remain central to Victoria's economic performance. Substantial growth is projected in four industries
in particular: Health Care and Social Msistance; Professional, Scientific and Technical Services;
Education and Training; and Retail Trade. Tourism, which supports growth across a range of sectors,
will also be a major driver of export and employment growth.
To

5

DPCD based on

unpublished data from Deloitte Access Economics projections and extrapolated to 2050
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OUR STRATEGIC PLANNING PRINCIPLES
A trulyvisionaryplanning strategy must be based on clear principies and goals. Nine strategic
principles underpin our vision for Melbourne to the year 2050. Set outin the Discussion Paper,
Melbourne let's talk about thefuture, these principles have been strongly endorsed by those who
responded to the Discussion Paper and now are central to this Draft Strategy.

Principles 1 to 5 identify what people most-value about Melbourne. Principles 6 and 7 address the
broad spatial frameworkat both the metropolitan and local levels. The last two principles, Principles

8 and 9, focus on what needs to be done to make the

Strategy’5 vision a reality.

PRINCIPLE 1: A DISTINCTIVE MELBOURNE
Melbourne, as it grows, will maintain its tradition of creating memorable spaces, great buildings and

vibrant streets. We can maintain and strengthen our cityfs distinctive identity and unique sense of
place by presenting our heritage, attractingthe best of modern architecture and urban design,
extending our mosaic of green spaces and protecting our bay, waterways and natural areas.

PRINCIPLE 2: A GLOBALLY CONNECTED AND COMPETITIVE CITY
Melbourne is inextricably linked to the global economy through trade, people and theflow of
informationand ideas. Building a stronger and more resilient economy, capitalising on our
competitive advantages and entrepreneurial potential, and investing in important city-shaping
infrastructure will position our city_to become a smarter, more innovative place to do business.
Consolidating our reputation as one of the world's most liveable cities and a preferred destination
for many tourists, cultural events and business conferences will enrich our future as a truly
international city.

PRINCIPLE 3: SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC PARTICIPATION

Melbourne will provide opportunities for all citizens to participate in the workforce, build good lives
and prosper. By improving access to good education, fostering social connections, supporting
positive ageing and building more of the right types of housing closer to jobs, our city’s productivity
and standard of living willimprovefor everyone.
PRINCIPLE 4: STRONG AND HEALTHY COMMUNITIES
Melbourne will become a city of diverse, healthy and cohesive communities with a choice of
housing that meets the needs of different types of households. Creating neighbourhoods that are
safe, walkable and well—serviced, and that offer ready access to open space and healthy food, is
an important investment in the healthand well-being of all Melburnians.

PRINCIPLE 5:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESILIENCE

Melbourneand its surrounding areas are blessed with a diversity of environmental features and

valuable natural resources. Protecting our rich biodiversity and green natural spaces will help maintain
a healthy environment. Making the transition to a low-carbon city and adapting to changes in climate
will require re-engineering our city's form and structure to be more energy efficient and resilient. We
must encourage greater use of active transport modes, and recycle and reuse our resources in a more
sustainable and responsible manner.

PRINCIPLE 6: A POLYCENTRICCITY LINKED TO THE REGIONAL CITIES
Melbourne will develop as a polycentric city. The broader metropolitan area will accommodate a
larger Central City, a limited number of national employment and innovation clusters and a

BI?
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network of regional service centres and higher order activity centres. Social and economic links
between Melbourne and regional cities will grow stronger. By building a ‘state of cities’ across
Victoria that is better connected and supported by investment in infrastructure, we can expand
Victorians’ choices about where they live and work.

PRINCIPLE 7: LIVING LOCALLY—A '20-MINUTE CITY’
Melbourne wiil transform to become a city of many 20-Minute neighbourhoods. Creating
accessible, safe and attractive local areas where people can meet most of their needs will make
Melbourne a healthier, more inclusive place to live. People have more time to do more of the
thingsthey enjoy when there is a range of services and job opportunities close to home. We must
identify the most suitable locations for more housing, people andjobs so that Melbourne can
become a city of affordable, liveable and sustainable neighbourhoods.

PRINCIPLE 8: INFRASTRUCTUREINVESTMENTTHAT SUPPORTS BALANCED CITY
GROWTH
Melbourne will continue to invest in new city—shaping and community-buildinginfrastructure. At
the same time, we wiil increase the economic benefitsof our existing infrastructure, where it is
appropriate to do so. A ‘pipeline’ of projects and other initiatives that are prioritised, sequenced,
funded and delivered over the life of the Strategy will support sustainable development and drive
productivity. By investing in new infrastructure thatunlocks development and land-use

opportunities and creates better places we can ensure that our city grows in a balanced and
integrated way.
PRINCIPLE 9: LEADERSHIP AND PARTNERSHIPS
Melbourne will continue to rely on effective governance, strong leadership and collaborative
partnerships. Strong working relationships between all spheres of government, the public and
private sectors and thewider community will ensure that we all share the benefitsand
responsibilitiesof putting our plans into practice. Effective implementation arrangements that are
clear and coordinated across all government agencies and local councils are crucial. These will need
to be accompaniedby further regulatory reform if we are to capitalise on the opportunities and
support investment in our city's future.

KEY CONCEPTS FDR PLANNING MELBQURNES FUTURE
The Draft Strategy’s evidence base includes commissioned research and expertvadvice about
Melbourne's future development challenges and opportunities. This evidence provided some major
strategic insights thatinformed the Draft Strategy’s vision and shaped its Directions and Initiatives.

These are some of them.

A STATE OF CITIES
Capital cities play a significant role within state economies as service hubs and export gateways for
regional businesses. In turn, regional centres that are well-connected ‘and withinviable commuting
distance of capital cities offer attractive housing and employment opportunities, and so relieve
pressures on capital cities by absorbing some of their growing population.
Victoria's long-term prosperity will be supported by investments that acceleratethe growth of
regional Victoria and enable it to be better—integrated with Melbourne, and with national and
international markets. It is important to improve regional city connections and, integrate
metropolitan and regional planning, and facilitatingregional towns and cities to be affordable,

9|i-‘age
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attractive and vibrant places to liveand work. This will help ensure thatfuture population growth is
not concentrated in Melbourne alone, but distributed across the state for the benefitof all
Victorians. Creating a State of Cities will require a focus on strengtheningregional city economies to
help re~balance population growth between Melbourne and regional centres.

POLYCENTRIC CITY
How and where we expand our city matters. Successful, modern cities like Melbourne all have longterm spatial planning frameworksthat guide thelocationof housing, industry, open space and
services, in order to maximise the city's efficiency,productivity and liveability.These frameworks
seek to distribute housing and employment in ways that minimise transport demand; improve the
efficiency of freight movement; and improve people's access to quality housing, employment,
education, services, shopping, friendsand family,and recreational and cultural opportunities.
Historically,Melbourne developed as a monocentric city: a city with a high—clensity commercial core
surrounded by suburbs and linked by a radial public transport system. However, our city is slowly
taking a more polycentric urban form: one with an expanded Central City with major centres that
support concentrated employment and business activity.A subregional city structure is emerging in
Melbourne, in which some areas have higherjob densities than others. Fostering a polycentric city is
thebest way to share the benefitsof growthequitably, and to extend the opportunities of
Melbourne's Central City to the broader metropolitan area. A polycentric city can also drive
increased productivity by reducing cost of commuting for residents and businesses.
A

_

INFRASTRUCTURE-LEDTRANSFORMATION
Melbourne has many good examples of large-scale infrastructure and urban renewal projects
creating transformative changes that leverage a broad range of economic, social and environmental
benefits. City Link, the City Loop, Southbank, Docklands and the Western Ring Road have all been
instrumental in transforming our city and enhancing its efficiency and investment appeal.
When governments successfully transform their cities through investment in new infrastructure,
theyplan from the outset for the best public outcomes——new jobs, more housing choices, greater
accessibilityand sustainability,new open space and facilities—and require new, large-scale
infrastructure to deliver them. They establish a pipeline of large-scale infrastructure projects that
link to a city plan and can be delivered as and when budgetary and market conditions permit. They
are also devising increasinglysophisticatedapproaches to private sector involvement in the design,
construction and funding of this infrastructure, and new ways of sharing costs more equitably.

key message from Australian and international experience: major urban renewal projects
provide one of the few opportunities cities have to simultaneously solve past problems, renew and
update critical infrastructure, and add new value to the liveabilityand economic vitality of cities.
Maximising the value leveraged from them is dependent on inclusive planning approaches that
engage a broad range of local citizens, firms, developers and government agencies in identifying
opportunities at the design stage.

There is

a

BETTER USE OF EXISTING ASSETS
Successful cities respond to growth constraints by making better use of what they already have. This
includes redeveloping underutilised and well-located urban areas to house morerpeople and create
opportunities for new investment in businesses and services. Smart technologies can improve the
load capacity and efficiency of existing transport, water, waste and energy infrastructure in
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established urban areas. Doing more with what we have also involves planning for population
growth by designating urban renewal sites that are co-located with existing and planned
infrastructure. We will reap substantial productivity and environmental benefits if more Melburnians
can live closer to where jobs are.
PLACE-MAKING AND THE IMPORTANCE OF GOOD DESIGN
Successful international cities are increasinglyfocussing on place-making‘as a way of extracting full
benefitfrom urban renewal and growth area development. Place-makingis an inherently local
process that is underpinned by collaborative planning and good urban design. Piace-making.
strategies create the conditions in which investment can be coordinated between governments and
the private sector to generate broad benefits in large-scale urban renewal and growth area
developments. This requires effective governanceprocesses that can identify opportunities to
deliver a range of economic, social and environmental benefits at the design stage, and the
establishment of frameworksfor coordinated planning and investment.

20-MINUTE NEIGHBOURHOODS
'20—minute neighbourhoods’ are places where you have access to local shops, schools, parks, jobs
and a range of community services within a 20-minute walk, cycling or public transport trip from
your front door. Creating a city of 20-minute neighbourhoods relies on creating the marketsize and
concentration that can support a broad range of local services and facilities.Closely aligned with this
concept is the idea of the ‘healthycity’ one in which people are encouraged to be more physically
active, and are able to access fresh food and improve theirsocial connections by visiting local shops,
parks and community facilities.
—-

Some areas in Melbourne already deliver a 20-minute neighbourhood experience. In many inner
suburbs, for instance, residents are within walking distance of many services and have good access
to public transport. Newer suburbs in Melbourne's growth areas (such as Selandra Rise in Casey and
Riverwalk Town Centre in Wyndham) have been planned to be pedestrian-friendly,active
communities. However, Melbourne has communities that are not 20-minute neighbourhoods, and
need infrastructure and services to become so.

DIVERSITY AND CHOICE
To manage population growth, many cities are working to diversify their housing marketsand
encourage more people to iive closer to where they work. This includes using ex—industrial sites, and
land in and around Activity Centres, for medium- and higher-density mixed-use developments.
Successful examples include East Village in London—which was designed and constructed as the
2012 Summer Games Olympic Village-—ancl our own Docklands. These show thatit’ 5 possible to
increase the quantity, improve the quality and expand the diversity of new housing. In doing so, we
transform existing urban areas to be more sustainable, liveable and attractivefor both new and

estabiished residents.
Our challenge is not simply to increase the quantity of housing to cater for the needs of our
population, but to increase the diversity of dwelling types to achieve a better match between
peoples’ needs and housing supply. Our housing marketalso needs to provide more affordable
housing, social housing andjmproved public housing, and all these forms must be integrated into
our

urbanfabric.

11I{'.ag,—';'
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TRANSITION TO A MORE SUSTAINABLE CITY
In response to increasing energy, water and waste costs, and to the increasingimpacts of a changing

climate, cities around theworld are working to becoming more sustainable and resilient. Innovative
metropolitan planning approaches include creating more compact cities; making better use of
transport infrastructure; greening metropolitan areas; creating more open space; reforming energy
and water supply and use; conserving biodiversity; improving buildingdesign; and encouraging
active forms of transport, such as walking and cycling.
More compact cities have reduced travel distances. Walking andcycling are made easier, and public
transport services can be provided more cheaply. A future Melbourne with a polycentric structure, a
fixed urban boundary and a limited number of major employment nodes would produce lower
greenhouse gas emissions. But we need to do more than that: we also need to reduce Melbourne's
heat island effect. Embarkingon an urban forest strategy to green our metropolis and create more
open space will be an

important part of the transition to a low carbon city.

GOOD GOVERNANCE AND STRONG PARTNERSHIPS
Successful internationalcities emphasise we||—designed, clear and inclusive governance processes
thatallow the widest possible range of voices to be heard, have strong local leadership, and have
collaborative partnerships thatfocus on outcomes. Good governance processes harness iocal
innovation, create opportunities for local advocates and neighbo_urhood—based participation, and
strengthensocial networksand bonds. They assign responsibilityto the right people and
organisations, and give them the power and freedom to act. Sometimes, it's about governments
getting out of the way, so that thecreativityand energy of the community has room to thrive.

KEY ELEMENTS OF THE DRAFT STRATEGY.
The Draft Strategy outlines our long-term plan to accommodateMelbourne's future growth in
population and employment. The diagram on Page xx summarises the key elements of the Draft
Strategy. It includes:
-

.

-

-

long-term Vision Statement for Melbourne.
Nine Strategic Principles.
Nine Goals derived from the strategic principles thatreflect the views of people who joined in
the consultations, as well as commissioned research and expert advice about the factors that
support competitive, liveable and sustainable cities in the 21st century.

A

A numberof Directions which summarise what we will need to focus

on

to achieve each Goal

under the Draft Strategy.
0

Initiatives under each Direction which spell out the actions.theGovernment will take in the
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The final chapter is devoted to the key challenge of implementation. It brings all the Directions and
Initiatives of the Draft strategy together within a prioritised and sequenced program.
Because cities are dynamic, evolvingplaces as well as incubators for innovation, we will need to
review our Strategy regularly. For that reason, the Implementation chapter also explains how we can
monitor and refresh the Strategy overtime, and includes a set of indicators and measures to assess
our progress and performance.
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JOBS AND INVESTMENT
Create a city structure thatdrives productivity, attracts investment,
supports innovation and creates morejobs.

MELBOURNE’S CHANGING ECONOMY
This Metropolitan Plan focuses on the importance of land use strategies to generate jobs and
investments. These in turn becomethe key drivers of Melbourne as a competitive global city.

to__b_e a_ city of around 6.5 million people by 2050, it is expected to add about

As Melbourne grows
1.2 million new jobs’.

shows Melbourne's population and growth projections.

Melbourne's economy has changed significantly in the last 20 years, with industries changing in their
relative economic prominence. Globalisation, the growth in Asia's wealth, technological advances
and population ageing are just some of the forces for change. These forces will continue to drive
growth in the services sector and in knowledge-intensiveactivities across the economy.
Business services (such as the industry sectors of professional services and finance) now generate a
greater share of employment and economic output than they did in the past. In 2010-11, business
services industries contributed 18 per cent of Gross Statefroduct, and employed over 355,000
Victorians, up from around 240,000 in

2O00—01.,5Mapj1]:ig.‘3§;

Population-related services (such as healthcare and education) are growing in their employment
now the largest single employing industry, with over 330,000 jobs in 2010-11.
Employment in education has increased 44 per cent in the last ten years, and education has become
a major service export, with international education valued at $4.6 billionin 2010-11. Tourism is
worth $15.9 billionto the Victorian economy, provides 204,000 jobs and is the State's second—|argest
export. Manufacturingcontinues to play a very significant part in the economy, but plays a smaller
role in employment due to globalisation and technological changes. its share of output is declining,
relative to other industries. The freight and goods—handling industries are growing, as we import
more. Melbourne's freight activities—importing,exporting and distributing goods—are projected to

share. Health is

grow by over 55 per cent 2020.

The National Institute of Economic and Industry Research (NIEIR) has analysed iinks.between
Melbourne's future spatial economic structure, accessibilityand productivity. This analysis has
indicated the critical importance of growth in high technology activitiesfor productivity growth and
the dominant role thatthe central area plays in this regard. Extending the catchment size of clusters
of high technology activity will assist their further growth. This will be maintained by strengthening
links to a globally competitive central city.
The structure of our city must evolve to maximise the productivity benefits from clustering of
knowledge—based activities while also ensuring thatthere is a range of employmentopportunities
accessible to people across the whole city. Delivering an integrated transport networkthat supports
clustering and employmentaccessibilityis critical to achievingthese outcomes. This Strategy
responds to these factors and the challenges facing our city by establishing a structure for
9

Based on Department of State Development, Business and Innovation Employment Projections, 2013
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Melbourne thatis aligned with the emerging structural economic changes that supports global
competition for iabour and investment and positions Melbourne as Australia's pre-eminent freight
hub, services sector and knowledge economy The critical productivity role of the Central City is
recognised and the Strategy targets a small number of otherclusters for strong growth. This enables
productivity levels to remain high and spreads growing economic opportunities widely across the
city. High quality transport links are vital to achievingthese outcomes.

These trends are forecast to continue in coming decades (See

CHANGING LOCATIONS OF ECONOMIC ACTIVITY
Melbourne's 2 million jobs are distributed across the metropolitan area, with 14 per cent located in
the CBD, Docklands and Southbank, and one in five jobs withinthe City of Melbourne. In 2012, the
City of Melbourne contributed about 29 per cent of Melbourne's total economic output, up from 22
per cent in 2001”.

as personal services, healthcare and retail tend to grow where the population is
have particular location preferences, based on efficiency and profitability,
Otherindustries
growing.
and these preferences shape Melbourne's urban structure.

Industries such

Knowledge-based industries are clustering in more defined locations in Melbourne. For example,
professional services and finance industries are concentrated in the Central City, where they benefit
from being close to clients, have better access to workers, and are able to share ideas and
knowledge. Other knowledge-based industries are growing in high—tech precincts around the city, in
medical research, biotechnology,advanced manufacturingand pharmaceuticals.
Transport, warehousing, manufacturingand wholesale trade industries have different locational
needs, determined by efficient supply chains, access to customers and suppliers, land availabilityand
main road access. These industries were historically iocated near the Port of Melbourne {in the inner
suburbs) and are now concentrating in outer industrial areas in the west, north and south-east
where they can access |ar_gVe_.tracts of competitively-priced land with good access to transport
shows the growth in business establishments for selected industries
infrastructure.
across Melbourne.

Increasingly,suburban centres are attracting office, retail, services and entertainment businesses by

virtue of their location, economic activity,competitive land values and existing links to clients,

customers, workers and supply chains.
Like the Central City, these areas offerjobs in high—productivity industries which are not competitor
jobs to those in theCentral City, so growth in these areas does not detract from Central City growth.
Employment in these areas is primarilyin research, biotechnology and high—end manufacturing.
Because they are located in the suburbs, they also increase access to work in middle and outer
Melbourne, minimise the amount of travel to work, and help grow human capital across Melbourne.
They may also generate spin—offs and innovations that can attract more commercial activityto the
area, and support the development of small—to medium enterprises. For all of these reasons, the

Draft Strategy is a plan to support the growth of these employment clusters, as well as of the Central

City.
Other parts of Melbourne have large or growing numbers of jobs and businesses. The expansion of
existing Metropolitan Service Centres, and the development of new ones, will provide a range of
service jobs in the subregions and wiil be supported by key public assets such as health and
1°

Advicefrom National Institute of Economic and

industry Research, 2012-13
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education facilities.A major new transport gateway at the Port of Hastings, intermodal terminals
and a possible new south-eastairport would improve the numberand type ofjobs in the subregions.
Ensuring an adequate supply of well-located industrial land in growth areas will provide employment

opportunities in the industrial sector.

A NEW GEOGRAPHY FOR JOBS AND PRODUCTIVITY

i_lA,ap—§:,‘shows the 2050 urban structure that is bestalignedwithfuture changes in the economy,

maximisingjobs, productivity and liveability.The urban structure for Jobs and Investment will be
underpinned by the following key components:
An expanded Central City thatwill provide significant investment opportunities to attract highly
skilled labour, grow knowledge-intensive activities and tourism. This will seethe Central City
becomethe largest economic precinct in Australia, accommodatingat least 1 million residents
and 1 miliion jobs.
Two curfew free international airports, with a possible third airport in the South East, which will
help to underpin the regional economy and ensure Melbourne is Australia's tourism capital.
0
Port, road and rail infrastructure which enhances Melbourne's role as Australia's premier freight
-

-

0

-

-

hub.
National employment and innovation clusters that open up investment and job growth in new
locations to support the rapidly growing knowledge economy and provide a cluster of economic
activity required to support our subreglional economies.
A limited number of metropolitan service centres that provide alternative locations for service
sector growth at a subregional level. Stronger policy mechanisms have been developed to
identify where locating_l#<ey‘ public sector jobs can influencegrowth.
Health and community wellbeing precincts and education precincts, in recognition of their
significant projected employmentgrowth and role in driving service sectorjob growth,
particularly in outer areas of Melbourne.
Strengthened links to Regional Cities, given thattheir economies are becoming increasingly
integrated with Melbourne's service sector and knowledge-intensive activities, with a weakening
relationship with their respective hinterlands.
Supportingjob opportunities withinthe peri-urban areas of Melbourne, to drive investment in
alternative energy, tourism, recreation, waste management and agribusiness.
'

0

-

shows Melbourne's proposed Spatial Framework.
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To allow the continued growth of knowledge- Existing: CBD, Southbank, Docklands
intensive and high-skilled firms to locate in the Future: Fishermans Bend, City North,
Central City while continuing to be a major
E-Gate, Arden-Macaulay.Dynon and
area for tourism, retail. residential,
Federation Square East.
entertainment and cultural activities.

Expanded
Central

Released under the Freedom of lnfarmaiionAct 1982

City

improve access to a diversity of
employment opportunities. including
knowledge jobs in designated precincts

To
,

National

Employment

around Melbourne and to improve access for
Melbumians. To improve the potential to grow Existing: Monash, Parkvilie,Dandenong

business activity (thereforejobs) of national
and innovation significanceincluding the potential for
business to leverage off their export and
clusters
innovation potential to grow jobs in other
industry sectors. They are mixed use centres
and, with the exception" of Dandenong South,
will include residential development.

Metropolitan
service
centres

State

Significant
industrial
Precincts

To maximise access to goods and services in
a limited numberof major centres with good
public transport networks. These centres will
play a major service delivery tole including
Government health, justice and education
services. providing a diverse range of jobs,
activitiesand housing for a subregicnai
catchment.
To ensure there is sufficient strategilly
located land available for major industrial
development linked to the principal freight
networkand transport gateways. They wili be
protected from inappropriate development to
allow continual growth in freight, logistics and
manufacturing investment.
To

secure

adequate gateway capacity for

Gateways

moving passengers and freight in and out of
Victoria by designating ports, airports and
interstate temiinals. They will be protected
from incompatible land uses but adjacent
complementary uses wiil be encouraged.

Activity

To provide access to a wide range of goods
and services in centres that are planned and
managed by local government. The centres
will have jobs and vibrant local economies.
Some will serve larger subregicnal
catchments.

Transport

centres

Health and
Education

Precincts

To improve access to health and education
services and to improve job choices in these
industries for Melburnians. As significant
generators of activity and visitation, these

South.

Emerging: LaTrobe.Sunshine, East
Werribee.

Existing: Dandenong, Footscray,
Fountain GatelNarre Warren, Epping,
Sunshine. Ringwood. Broadmeadows.
Box Hilland Frankston.

Emerging: Tcolern. Donnybrook.

Southern Industrial Precinct, Western
Industrial Precinct and Northern
Industrial Precinct.

Existing: Port of Melbourne. Port of

Hastings, Melbourne Airport. Avalon

Airport.

Future: South East Airport investigation.
Beveridge Interstate Freight Terminal.
Western Interstate Freight Tenninal.

All former Principal and Major Activity
Centres are now to be referred to as

Deakin University (Burwood), Alfred
Medical Research and Education
Precinct {Prahran), Monash University
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precincts will support ancillary health and
and Casey Hospnais Bemick others to
education, retail, commercial, accommodation. be det
h d I opmem of
ed th
services, housing and public transport. They
sector
spatlal
policiesspecific
may anchor Activity Centre development,‘

ermm_
.

r°l_’g e"_e

particularty in growth areas. In growth areas.

Activity Centres will be the priority location for
these facilities.

Urban renewal
sites incguding

Transit

V

oriented
_

To take advantage of underutilised land close
to jobs. services and public transport
infrastructure to provide new housing, jobs
and services.

Development

Neihbourhood
Activity
(:entres

To provide aooess to local goods and

SefVi0E5-

Defiigflatedand managed W I-033'
Government.

NATIONAL EMPLOYMENT AND INNOVATION CLUSTERS
National Employment and Innovation Clusters are designated geographic concentrations of

interconnected businesses and institutions that make a major contribution to the national economy
and'Melbourne's positioning as a global city. Six places have been identified that provide, or have
the potential, to provide high job concentrations in suburban locations; threeexist now and three
are designated as emerging due to their potential and geographic opportunity. Each cluster is
different, but together,they will play an important role in the shape of the city along withthe
expanded Central City and the Metropolitan Service Centres.

MELBOURNE'S SUBREGIONS
As Melbourne grows, it will be increasinglyvaluable to plan at a sub-metropolitan scale. This will
help achieve a better balance between jobs and population growth across the city, and provide a
regional basis for collaboration with (and between) local governments. The Government will work
withfive groupings of local governments with common issues and interests, travel patterns and
economic flows, to establish five metropolitan subregions: Central, Western, Northern, Southern

and Eastern“.

The subregions will collectively plan for jobs and investment, as the region grows. By 2050, each
subregional economy will be shaped by over 1 million people, providing critical mass for stronger
economic performance and integration across the subregions.
_

Each subregion will be anchored by a National Employment Cluster, leverage off at least one major
11

For more information, see

implementation:An investment-ready Melbourne
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airport or interstate freight terminal), and contain Metropolitan Service

Increasing the economic performance of subregions by capitaiising on competitive advantages and
major city-shaping projects (such as East West Link and Melbourne Metro) will create opportunities
to increase overall productivity. National Employment and Innovation Clusters will play a major role
in driving prosperity across Melbourne's subregions.

CREATING AN INVESTMENT PlPELlNE
Creating an urban structure for Melbourne thatdrives productivity and competitiveness will make it
a more attractive place to invest. in addition, we will create a pipeline of investment opportunities
associated with transport infrastructure and land use developments in this plan. These will help
unlock areassof strategic value to the city to increase land use efficiency and productivity. Strategic
locations include urban renewal sites, developments around railways stations and other transport
infrastructure, level crossing removals, and development in areas
through the new urban
structure outlined above. We are also developing new ways to workwith the private sector through
innovative Public-PrivatePartnerships and better ways to deal with unsolicited proposals for urban
renewal and delivery of state significant infrastructure”.

prioritised

Our

plan forjobs and investment
city structure to accommodate employment and
residential growth

Direction 1.1 Deliver a

new

A city structure to drive productivity and economic growththrough accommodatingemployment
and residential growth in designated locations is outlined in Initiative 1.1.4. This structure will deliver
a range of benefits, including reduced travel demand, agglomeration and productivity dividends,

maximised use of existing government assets, and improved access to employment.
Each of the strategic locations will deliver a unique profile of benefits, and this Direction is aimed at
identifying those benefits, and the investment and actions required to realise their growth and
development potential.

Initiative 1.1.1

identify the proposed new city structure in the planning system

This initiative provides policy support to underpin a 2050 structure for Melbourne that is aligned
with economic changes, supports global competition for labour and investment, and positions
Melbourne as Australia's most efficient business service city, knowledge economy, tourism
destination and freight and manufacturinghub. This structure provides the foundation for future
employment and population growth, and infrastructure provision. It will create opportunities to live
closer to where jobs are, and allow businesses to be located closer together.
This reform includes:
-

‘I

establishing National Employment and Innovation Clusters to allow growth in certain industries
(such as health, education, research or high—end manufacturing)that locates organisations
For more informationsee

implementation:An investment-ready Meibourne
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together so they can benefitfrom knowledge-sharing,deep labour force pools, shared
customers and efficient supply chains.
supporting the creation of new centres, with priority given to developments based on transitoriented-developmentprinciples.
implementing the new commercial zones to provide greater flexibilityand employment growth
opportunities in strategic locations that leverage off existing or planned infrastructure across
A

_

-

Melbourne.

The city structure comprises a range of places of state significance, and other Activity Centres and
industrial areas. Planning for these locations encompasses a range of tasks and responsibilities.
Places of State significance—are the expanded Central City, National Employment and Innovation
Clusters, Metropolitan Service Centres and Significant Industrial and Employment Precincts. These
are places thatthe State has an interest in achievingtheir potential due to their city-shaping role and
their existing and potential contribution to productivity and economic growth. The State {through
the independent planning authority)will have direct involvement in the planning and development
of these places.

Activity Centres and industrial areas-ActivityCentres, Neighbourhood Activity Centres and nonstate industrial areas. Local government is primarilyresponsible for the planning and delivery of
these places because of their importance to local communities and economies and the realisation of
20- Minute neighbourhoods. The Government has designated Activity Centres (see subregional
maps X) and there is no distinction between principal and major Activity Centres. Additional Activity
Centres may be added in the future with priority given to transit-rich locations.

In the immediate term
.

0

Amend the State Planning Policy Frameworkto include the proposed new city structure
outlined in this Strategy.

as

Finalise boundariesfor the expanded Central City, National Employment and Innovation Clusters
and Metropolitan Service Centres.
'

-

Incorporate the following State Significant Industrial Precincts, and their boundaries, in the State
Planning Policy Framework:
—

Southern Industrial Precinct (which includes parts of Bangholme, Cranbourne west,
Dandenong,Dandenong South, Hallam, Keysborough, Lynbrook and Noble Park);

Western Industrial Precinct (which includes parts of Altona, Altona North, Brooklyn,

Derrimut, Laverton North, Ravenhall, Sunshine West, Mount Cottrell, Rockbank, Tarneit

and Truganina); and

Northern Industrial Precinct (which includes parts of Broadmeadows, Campbellfield,
Coolaroo, Craigieburn, Epping, Lalor, Mickieham, and Somerton).
-

Articulate the intended role and policy direction for places of state significance. Draft roles and
objectives are outlined in
,2},

Qiiéize be 415
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Initiative 1.1.2 Facilitatethe development of National Employment and Innovation Clusters

National Employment and Innovation Clusters are focused on knowledge-based businesses which
locate close to each otherbecauseof the productivity and economic gains from collaboration,
collocation, access to a skilled labour pool and infrastructure, and the potential to share ideas and
knowledge.They will evolve into vibrant, diverse locations well-served by public transport.

Each National Employment and Innovation Cluster is anchored by specialised activity (such as a
university, research facility,medical facilityor manufacturingenterprise) that has seeded its growth,
but which over time will develop a unique profiie, building on its competitive strengths. This
Initiative is focused on ensuring the development of the National Employment and innovation
Clusters to support productivity, through a new city structure. The policy response is not one-sizefits-all.
In some cases, National Employment and Innovation Clusters have the potential to broaden their
range of uses by being attractive locations for a range of businesses including office, retail services,
entertainment and residential. In other cases (such as the Da ndenong South EmploymentCluster), it
will be more about enhancing manufacturing productivity. Others (such as the Monash Cluster and
ParkvilleCluster) are already firmly established and have significant potential to grow and diversify
further. Others are in their early stages, but have the right fundamentals and will be supported in
theirgrowththrough this Draft Strategy.
A

This Initiative will put in place actionsto make these locations investment-ready,and to maximise
choices for the location of knowledge-intensive firms and jobs. By giving enterprises choices, they
can make decisions which best suits their needs, leading to improved productivity and improved
access tojob choices for Melburnians. National Employment and Innovation Clusters will be a focus
of public transport networks.
There are six National Employment and Innovation Clusters'as follows:

Existing ParkvilleCIuster—-which includes the Pa rkvillebioscience area, existing hospitals, University
of Melbourne, RMIT University and various research institutions.
Existing Monash Cluster—which includes.Monash University, CSIRO, Synchrotron, Monash Medical
Centre and hospitals, as well as other research-based activitiesand advanced manufacturing

enterprises.
Existing Dandenong South C|uster—which includes advanced manufacturing,health and education
enterprises; a number of business parks; Victoria's first eco-industrial park (LOGIS); and is linked to

the Dandenong Metropolitan Service Centre (Chisholm TAFE and

Dandenong Hospital).

Emerging La TrobeCluster—which includes La Trobe University, Austin Health, Heidelberg
Repatriation Hospital and other health and medical facilitiesas well as Activity Centres at Northland
and Burgundy Street, Heidelberg.

Emerging Sunshine C|uster———which includes the Sunshine Metropolitan Service Centre, Victoria
University Sunshine Campus, Victoria University St Albans Campus, Sunshine Health Precinct and

Western Centre for Health Research and Education.

Emerging East Werribee Cluster»-which includes the University of Melbourne Faculty of Veterinary
Science, Victoria University, CSIRO and a range of medical facilitiesincluding Werribee Mercy
Hospital. The mechanisms to deliver the National Employment and innovation Clusters will vary,
depending on their profiles, competitive strengths, roles and timing in terms of development,
particularly those in the emerging stage in the north and west. Streamlined planning controls will be
23|:P;age
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required to facilitateinvestment. Targeted or catalyst investment may also occur in some of the
National Employment and Innovation Clusters, subject to business case development.
In the immediate term
a

Require the new independent planning authorityto work with local councilsand major
institutions in existing clusters to develop a long-term plan and governance to guide their growth
and development, and an appropriate regulatory framework. This will include development of
an agreed shared vision and frameworkor structure plan for the cluster"?

Coordinate the delivery and implementation of government investment.
Work with the education sector to identify opportunities to build tertiary education offerings in the
west focusing on the Sunshine and East Werribee Employment and innovation Clusters.

identify critical infrastructure and long-term development opportunities for the emerging clusters.
initiative 1.1.3

Support deveiopment of Metropoiitan Service Centres

Metropolitan Service Centres play a strategically important role for their subregional catchments by
providing the community with good access to a range of major retail, community, government,
entertainment, cultural and transport services.
As the city grows, Metropolitan Service Centres will maximise opportunities for all Melburnians to
of goods and services. These centres will be the focus of public transport
access a broad
networksand government investment in new education, health and other services. As a result of this
role, they wili also provide a diverse range of jobs, activities and housing for a subregional
catchment.

range

In the immediate term
0

Designate Dandenong, Footscray, Epping, Sunshine, Ringwood, Broadmeadows, Box Hill,

Fran kston, Fountain Gate-Narre Warren, Donnybrook, East Werribeeand Toolern as
Metropolitan Service Centres (including theirfuture intended role) and recognise them in the
new State Planning Policy Framework.
In the short term
0

Work with subregional groupings of local councils to:
-

-

develop structure plans and infrastructure plans (if they do not already exist) for
Metropolitan Service Centres, to accommodate forecast growth;

controls in and around Metropolitan Service Centres to ensure they are

review the planning
investment—ready; and

identify sequencing requirements (including infrastructure provision, connections and public
realm improvements).

initiative 1.1.4 Support

planning of Activity Centres

Activity Centres have been a part of Melbourne's pattern of development over many decades, and
play diverse roles in terms of accommodatinghousing, retail, commercial and civic services. They

often have significant public transport infrastructure and have benefited from other public and
private investment. It is important that we maximise their benefits, particularly given the diversity of
24|i3
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activityinthese centres, the employmentprofile of many centres and the importance of providing
transport and employment choices for the workforce.
Under current policy Principal and Major Activity Centres which are not designated as either
National Employment and innovation Clusters or Metropolitan Service Centres will now be
designated ‘Activity Centres’. Local governments will be responsible for the planning and
management of these Activity Centres. The continued growth and development of Activity Centres
will provide communities with convenient access to a wide range of goods and services, and their
growth will facilitatevibrant local economies across all neighbourhoods. Many jobs are tied to
meeting projected demand for local services. New commercial zones will support this new structure
by providing greater flexibilityand growth opportunities for commercial and business centres. It is
noted that Neighbourhood Activity Centres are addressed in the Neighbourhood chapter.
In the immediate term
0

o

Designate Activity Centres and recognise them in the new State Planning Policy Framework.
Confirm the new policy with a subsequent practice note to specify broad planning requirements
for the development of new Activity Centres. New Activity Centres (defined as a group of
commercial zoned land with retail more than 2,300 m’ or a supermarket more than 1.800 ml)
should:
meet an identified market gap;
~

~

by a range of transport options (includingpublic transport), with priority
given to new centres that are developed based on transit-oriented-development
principles;
be well-served

have capacity to establish a wider mix of uses and subsequentlydevelop into an Activity

Centre;
~

—

increase the density and diversity of housing in a walkable catchment where appropriate
(a 400-metre walkable catchment is a guide, but will depend on local conditions); and

contribute to the delivery of a network of 20—Minute neighbourhoods.

In the short term
-

Support local governments to plan for their network of Activity centres.

a

Review planning controls in Activity Centres and streamline them, where possible.

In the short and medium term
-

Based on inter-censal data, review the performance of Activity Centres with local governments
according to an agreed set of criteria thatmonitors the success of structure plans in
accommodatingfuture employment and housing growth.

Initiative 1.1.5 Protect significant industrial areas, freight gateways and critical freight corridors
Melbourne is Australia's freight and logistics capital. The city has historicaliy benefittedfrom a
strategically located Port, as well as industrial land availabilityand an efficient transport network.

ZSI-E?’
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These strengths need to be built on, particularly as Melbourne becomes more linked to the global
economy. This will mean the freight and logistics sector will continue to grow, through stronger
trading relationships and growth in our export markets.This has implications for demand for
industrial land and transport corridors as outlined in Victoria: The Freight State.

The manufacturingsector also relies on the freight and logistics sector and, while manufacturinghas
suffered significant decline in employment terms, it has transitioned to higher tech processes and
will continue to play an important role in the economy. Melbourne's innovation and highly skilled
workforce, combined with our city's manufacturingheritage means we are well placed to continue
to support this sector.
It is important that Melbourne continues to provide opportunities for this investment to occur, and
to build on strengths in, for example, attractingmajor distribution centres, and leveraging off
planned freight infrastructure investment.
In the short term

Identify in the new State Planning Policy Frameworkfor all
State significant export based industrial areas including:

-

planning schemes (including a map)

South Industrial Area (which includes parts of Bangholme, Cranbourne West, Dandenong,

Dandenong South, Hallam, Keysborough, Lynbrook, Noble Park);

West Industrial Area(which includes parts of Altona, Altona North, Brooklyn, Derrimut,
Laverton North, Ravenhall, Sunshine West, Mount Cottrell, Rockbank, Tarneit and

Truganina);

North Industrial Area (Broadmeadows, Campbellfield, Coolaroo, Craigieburn, Epping,
Lalor, Mickleham, and Somerton).

Designate Melbourne Airport, Avalon Airport, Port of Melbourne, Port of Hastings and possibly a
new airport in the south east as Freight and Logistics Precincts in the new SPPF (include a map).
Designate water ferry terminals and Transport Oriented Developments in the new SPPF in

-

0

Werribee South and Point Cook.
Direct the MPA to work with Councils to develop structure plans, investment plans and
infrastructure, with input from business, for all state significant industrial areas.

-

In the medium term
Direct the MPA to identify future land use and other requirements associated with the Port of
Hastings, including along the transport corridor linking the Port of Hastings with Lyndhurst.
Identify areas where there are benefitsfor rezoning industrial areas compared to retaining it, or
additional areas of state significance.

-

-

Initiative 1.1.6 Assess opportunities for major service sector employment growth

There is a strong strategic rationale to support the productivity, exports and job growth of the
service sector economy. This includes: retail (driven by population growth); health and ageing (costs
to government, productivity gains); education (major role in skill development and investment”);
international
(major export); tourism (major export); and public sector (catalyst potential).
Based on metropolitan level estimates of scale and future land demand, we will identify spatial
opportunities to facilitatemajor service sector employment growth.

students

13

In

2011-, universities in Australia had revenue of $24 billion(Norton, 2013)
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In the short term
-

0

-

0

Identify spatial and locational requirements for health precincts, education, tourism, activity
centres/retail and business services.
Based on the locational requirements, identify strategic locations for health and education
precincts to drive service sector jobs, particularly in growth areas.
Identify locations for major projects include tourism precincts.
Implementspatial policies for service sector employment.

In the medium term
0

Using metropolitan level estimates, understand the role of pen urban regions to ensure that we

leverage off their particular strengths and opportunities in terms of the natural assets and
potential for these to support employmentgeneration. In particular, there are opportunities to
develop strategies in relation to alternative energy, tourism, waste management and

agribusiness.
Initiative 1.1.7

Investigate opportunities to encourage teleworkingand working closer to home

Growth in the -service sector economy combined with technology, cost pressures, changing
workplacebehaviours and social factors (e.g. caring responsibilities)provide opportunities for
investment in telecommuting, allowing managers and employees to work closer to home.
Teleworkingand Cloud computing (along with temporary workstation arrangements) allow for
decentralisation and are set to reduce office space requirements.

According to research by Deloitte Access Economics, the current rate of telework in.Australia is
approximately5.5 per cent of the population, with theAustralian_ Government's National Digital
Economy Strategy aiming to enable an increase in the rate of teleworkto at least 12 per cent of the
population by 2020, given the introduction of the NBN and other ICT advancements.‘ {SET

mum’-son Ti.‘-iffise

high—speed open access network (e.g. NBN) means thatbusinesses can offer
telecommuting opportunities, decentralise office locations to cheaper outer suburbs, or move to
premium locationsfor less cost if less floor space required, thereby limiting demand for office space.
The prospect of telecommuting reduces the need to commute long distances to access jobs in the
CBD, but only if opportunities are unlocked to leverage off technology advances. New approaches to
accommodatingentrepreneurial activity and small and medium business growth are critical in
driving competitive advantages in the knowledge economy. Teleworkingmayalso lead to employee
benefitsof greater access to a broad range of employment, increased hours of work and labour
force participation, convenience, cost savings and job satisfaction potentiallyreducing congestion,
thereby improving Melbourne's attractiveness as a place to live and work.
The availabilityof a

-

In the short term
-

-

Review planning controls to identify any barriers to home based businesses in residential areas
and make childcare businesses as of right in activity centres.

Consider a demonstration project about NBNI teleworking-seeking partnership with industry to
identify a 'best place to live if you want to te|ework'.
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Direction 1.2 Plan for the expanded Central City to become Australia's
largest commercial and residential centre by 2030

largest

and most globally
The Central City, located in the Central subregion, has some of Australia's
connected financial ‘and professional services businesses (particularly in the CBD, Docklands,
Southbankand St Kilda Road). The wider Central subregion has a highly diverseeconomic base with
strengths in health, education, retail, creative industries, tourism and port-related activities.
Over the past two decades, employment has significantly increased in the Central City with office
floor space alone increasing by 900,000 m’ over 2000-2010. Docklands has been a major focus of
this growth which has been facilitatedby Places Victoria, the government's urban renewal authority.

Residential growth has also continued in the Central City and Central subregion, providing
opportunities for people to live close to where they work. This delivers a range of benefits, including
_

reduced commuting and transport costs. We will continue to support the growth of residential and
commercial development in the Central City to capture new opportunities arising through growth in
the knowledge economy, deepening relationships with Asia and increased demand from Asia for
higher-value service offerings. Professional services are likely to experience substantial growth.

This Direction will allow Melbourne's Central City to become the largest business services centre in
Australia. The Central City will continue to play an important role as a major destination for tourism,
retail‘, entertainment and cultural activities, and enjoy the employmentdiversity that comes from
the growth of these sectors. Expanding the Central City to the north and west of the CBD will also
increase the number of knowledgejobs availableto the Western Subregion.

Melhournefs expanded Central City becomes Australia's largest business centre, we will
also need to connect, manage and grow the existing and emerging high-density, mixed-use
neighbourhoods in the Central Subregion. This subregion represents Melbourne's most complex
growth area, with growth potential beyond 2050. By planning for this significant employmentand
population growth, we will take advantage of the benefitsof connecting people, skills,jobs and.
businesses. The Transport chapter, in particular, includes initiatives to support the realisation of
Melbourne's Central City as a world class, global hub.

To ensure

Initiative 1.2.1
In

Expand the Central City to retain competitive rents and attract high end businesses

order to maximise the opportunities from growth in the knowledge economy, theCentral City will

need to retain its competitive advantages in rent, and continue to provide choices in worker
accommodation.To retain this advantage, we need to ensure the continual supply of well-located
land for commercial activity by expanding the Central City to provide new opportunities and choices
forknowledge-intensiveand high-skilledfirms.
investment by successive Victorian Governments, including at Southbankand Docklands, has
unlocked strategically located and relatively affordable waterfront land. This has provided private
sector investment opportunities, strengthened the productivity benefitsthat come from greater
knowledge-sectordensity, and enabled Melbourne to compete for global capital. This investment
supported Melbourne and Victoria to significantly increase its share of Australia’s professional and

financial services business.
pg. 423.43

Major transport investments including Melbourne Metro and East West Link provide opportunities
for precincts such as Arden—Macau|ayand E-Gate to deliver the key benefitstypically associated with
transit-oriented developments, and provide new choices for high-end businesses, and residential
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development.
In the immediate term
-

-

Expand the Central City to ensure supply of well-located land for commercial activity including
office, hotel, retail space and residential.

Develop timing and staging and enabling investment for urban renewal precincts including

Fishermans Bend, E-Gate, Arden-Macaulay,Federation Square East and the Richmond Station

precinct.
Initiative 1.2.2 Prepare a plan for the Central subregion to accommodate at least 1
and nearly 1 million people

million jobs

To ensure Melbourne's expanded Central City becomes Australia's iargest business centre, we will
need to connect, manage and grow the existing and emerging high-density, mixed-use

neighbourhoods withintheCentral subregion.

This subregion warrants a specific approach in order to capture benefits from agglomeration, while
at the same time managing the costs of growth. These neighbourhoods, although clearly distinct
from each otherand from the Central City, form a key part of the Central subregion and are an
essential part of the ‘M elbourne experience’ for visitors and locals.

The Central subregion has the potential to grow from 700,000 jobs today to around 1 million jobs by
2031“. New space for office, retail, tourism, education, health, entertainment and cultural activities
will be required.
Given the importance of these economic opportunities, combined with the need to manage the
costs of agglomeration,a strategic growth frameworkis required for the expanded Central City and
the Central subregion. This frameworkshould consider governance, the timing and staging of the
development of the Central City, new strategic transport connections, new community facilitiesand
open space, utility improvements, and traffic management strategies. An expanded Central City
provides considerable opportunities to meet some of these needs.
.

In theshort term
-

o

Work with local government, institutions, businesses and other key stakeholders to prepare a
framework plan for growth in the Central subregion.

Require the independent planning authorityto facilitateprecinct planning and coordinate
planning and delivery of government infrastructure in the Central subregion.

Direction 1.3

Provide land supply for employmentgrowth

As Melbourne's popuiation_approaches 6.5 million people by 2050, and the economy continues to
grow and chan_ge, we need to make sure there is enough well—located land zoned for commercial
and industrial use, to accommodate potential job growth across our five subregions.

The Draft Strategy puts in place a new geography for jobs and the economy that can maximise the
productivity benefitsfrom clusters of knowledge—based activities, while also ensuring that there is a
range of employmentopportunities accessible to people across thewhole city. This Direction builds
on Melbou rne’s attractiveness as a place to invest through the availabiiityof well—priced commercial
1‘

Based on Department of State Development, Business and innovation Employment lirojections, 2013
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and industrial land in the right locations, to strengthen our key growth industries.

By estimating the scale of this employment growth and land use requirements across our city, we
will ensure that our business locations are investment-ready,productive and have sufficient capacity
to grow.

Targeted investment and infrastructure provision is also required, to help bring forward local
investment and job creation for our outervareas, while also stimulating wider economic growth.
Reforming and expanding the Urban Development Program will allow us to monitor changes to

supply, demand and economic factors.

VoxPopspg.36
initiative 1.3.1 Provide information regarding scale of future land use demand

The patterns of spatial distribution of employment and business driven by structural change means
that we need to support the spatial framework by ensuring that there are sufficient and well located
employmentprecincts, centres and zones to meet the forecast employment growth.
By providing information regarding particular types of demand in a spatial framework,the benefits
of co-location and leveraging off existing government assets will be maximised. The private sector
will be better informed about investment opportunities and local government and subregional
planning will be able to undertake more informed local planning. For example, the scale of future
demand for retail floorspace means that new investment for retail is required across all of
Melbourne.
Table 1:

Preliminary trend retailfloorspaceprojections"

Table 2:

Preliminary trend based stand-alone officefloorspaceprojections

1‘

Source: DPCD (2013)
in addition, major increases in tourism will drive demand for accommodation, recreation and

entertainment. Another sector health is only beginningto be understood in terms of demand for
-

-

floorspace.

This informationwill also be used to help inform development plans for National Employment and
Innovation Clusters and other place specific policies, such as for activity centres, transport gateways
and industrial areas, with the objective of opening up areas for investment and job growth.

‘S

The retail and office floorspace projections presented are not predictions or forecasts, but are simply an
illustrationof potential floorspacegrowth scenarios based on an assessment of past floorspace per capita
trends and their likely future trajectory. There is a degree of uncertainty with the any projections and will be
influenced by a range of factors includingpopulation, economic and employmentgrowth, average work space
ratios, consumer expenditure patterns, ageing and technology.
15
The retail and office floorspace projections presented are not predictions or forecasts, but are simply an
illustrationof potential floorspace growth scenarios based on an assessment of past floorspace per capita
trends and their likely future trajectory. There is a degree of uncertainty withthe any projections and will be
influenced by a range of factors includingpopulation, economic and employmentgrowth, average work space
ratios, consumer expenditure patterns, ageing and technology.
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In the short term

Further develop and make available regional scale estimates of various land uses and
employment(including service sector) to private sector and government. For example, future
and commercial demand by subregion.
retail, tourism,
Provide guidance to Local Government, in the form of a practice note, about how to apply the
new commercial zones and othertools necessary to achievethese growth outcomes.

0

health

0

Initiative 1.3.2 Plan for industrial land in the right locations across Melbourne's five sub-regions
to facilitateinvestment and employment

The Urban Development Program shows thatdemand for industrial land has averaged around 215
ha per year over the last five years, with recent demand driven by Melbourne's strength as
Australia's freight and logistics capital and the hub of Australia's manufacturingsector.
These sectors need access to relativelycheap parcels" of industrial land with strong arterial road
connections to ports, airports, and regional and interstate markets. As such, most recent demand
has been concentrated in Melbourne's major industrial nodes in the north, west and south.
The attractivenessof Melbourne's major industrial nodes as principal locations for the
manufacturingand freight and logistics sectors has been greatly increased in recent years by major
investments in Victoria's transport network and transport hubs. These include:
-

-

-

M80 Ring Road

Craigieburn Bypass
Deer Park Bypass

-

EastLink

-

Monash Freeway upgrade.

These investments need to be built on. Major future projects (such as East West Link, the Port of
Hastings and intermodal terminals, as outlined in our plan for freight and logistics Victoria: The
Freight State) will furtherenhance the competitiveness of our industrial sectors and provide new
opportunities to support business investment and job creation, particularly in outer areas.
Melbourne needs to ensure a sufficient supply of well-located, industrial land is provided where
demand will be greatest. This will support industry development and economic and employment
growth in Melbourne's outer areas. Reforming and expanding the Urban Development Program will
enhance our abilityto monitor demand for industrial land, and proactively respond to changing
economic conditions.

Changes to the economic structure also mean that, in some areas, there is industrial land which is no
longer required and could be put to other uses. This underutilised land provides opportunities for
economic investment and urban renewal.
in the immediate term
0

Confirm the broad quantum of industrial land required by subregion, by:
~

assessing the implications of forecast economic changes for the freight and logistics and
manufacturingsectors (and other intended users of industrial land) and the direction set
in the Growth Corridor Plans;

identifying economic and employment growth in sectors which use industrial land;
31lPage
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assessing land use opportunities and implications related to Victoria: The Freight State and

to the‘newclassificationof centres and clusters;

assessing the strategic location of existingrand future industrial land supply to determine if
it meets industry needs (for example, spatial and locational requirements); and
-

evaluating this information to confirm additional industrial land requirements by

subregion.
0
.

Confirm areas to investigate for alternative land uses and subsequent rezoning or development
to stimulate urban renewal.

In the short term
-

Direct the independent planning authority,in partnership with local governments, to assess
determine their potential for alternative uses. Alternative uses depend on local
requirements and site context and could include transit-oriented, mixed-use development; new
centres; and residential or other opportunities to increase employment.
Expand the scope of government's Urban Development Program to address a range of
economic, industrial demand and supply factorsand employment projections for each of the
areas to

A

0

subregions.

Figure5&6pg.38
Initiative 1.3.3 Plan for commercial land and Activity Centre requirements
Growth in population, knowledge-intensive activitiesand tourist visits will drive demand for welllocated and competitively priced commercial zoned land. In the service sector, current trends
suggest, this could drive demand for over 5.5 million m2 of stand-alone office floor space, and
around 5.5 million m’ of retail floor space. Commercial zoned land will also need toaccommodate a
range of services, accommodation,entertainment and civic activities.
projections for retail floorspace and stand-alone office floorspace for Melbourne from 2011 to 2051.
To ensure that Melbourne's competitive commercial market is maintained into the future, and to
facilitatelocal access to'employment, the Metropolitan Planning Strategy will confirm thefuture
quantum of commercial land requirements, by subregion. It will also estimate the iikely distribution

of future job growth and commercial land requirements within the networkof National Employment
and Innovation Clusters, Metropolitan Service Centres and Activity Centres. This initiative will
provide information to the independent planning authorityto help facilitateemploymentgrowth
and development potential in these locations.

This initiative recognises that existing Activity Centres will need to have the flexibilityto
accommodategrowth,particularly where there is significant population and household growth
forecast in their catchment area. Planning for a diversity of activitiesin Activity Centres will also
respond to changes in the economy, and support increased transport infrastructure delivery.
As Melbourne grows and its.economy continues to transform, new Activity Centres will be required.
While some locations may start out as sing|e—use locations with limited retail activity,they should be
planned so as to allow for diversificationand growth as demand is generated.

There are also a numberof domestic and external forces that are influencingdemand for, and the
supply of, commercial space. These forces mean we need to continually monitor demand and supply
conditions while at the same time provide greater flexibilityand growth opportunities for
32|l’ege
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Melbourne's commercial and business centres.
In the immediate term
0

I

-

-

Confirm estimates of future retail and other Activity Centre employment requirements at a
subregionai level.

Broadly identify the scale of growth to be accommodated in National Employment and
Innovation Clusters, Metropolitan Service Centres and Activity Centres, based on their roles,
functions, capacities and development potentials.
Identify gaps in the subregional networkof Activity Centres, to determine the need for new
Activity Centres.
Reform and expand the Urban DevelopmentProgram to monitor commercial land use supply,
demand and performance.

Initiative 1.3.4 Accelerate investment in Melbourne's growthareas to increase local access to

employment
The distribution of jobs across Melbourne is very uneven, and outer suburbs generally have poorer
access tojobs than middle and inner Melbourne. For example, in the outer west and outer southeast, there are only about four jobs for every ten working-age residents. We need to utilise
infrastructure investment to facilitatejob growth.

The development of National Employment and Innovation Clusters in Monash, Parkville,La Trobe,
Sunshine, East Werribee and Dandenong South will increase access to high-end knowledgejobs in
the subregions. Development of major new transport gatewaysat the Port of Hastings will also
improve the number and type of jobs in the subregions. A possible new south-east airport will also
provide new job opportunities. Leveraging off these infrastructure investments can contribute
significantlyto future investment and job growth in outer areas.

The initiatives thatfollow put in place actionsto bring forward employment opportunities in outer
areas by advancing major planned investments; by planning for the associated infrastructure and
investment necessary to leverage off investments; by building on comparative strengths in service-

sector employment; by supporting subregions to attract investment; and by connecting outer areas
to existing employment locations. Monitoring the economic performance of subregions will also help

identify priority projects and inform investment decisions.
In the immediate term
0

Select suitable investment projects (proposed by subregional groups of local governments) to
bring forward employment growth in outer areas. Projects would be subject to a business case
and possibly funded by works in kind, growth areas infrastructure contributions, or other
funding mechanisms. Possible investment projects include:
-

-

—

major road access to unlock potential employmentopportunities;

expand bus services and park-and-rideopportunities at outer-suburban train stations, to
help link residents to major employment destinations;
infrastructure upgrades to leverage off public investment (such as improved pedestrian
links to planned new train stations);
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water and utility infrastructure to improve the cost competitiveness of land and

investment; and
-

0

private

pedestrian links to increase activity levels in catchments for Metropolitan Service Centres
or Activity Centres.

identify strategic locations for health and education facilitiesto drive productivity,improve
access to health and education services, and improve job choices, particularly in growth areas.
These locations can also be major attractors of, and anchors for, investment and a mix of
employment uses and activities, and should be developed adjacentto existing Activity Centres or
planned as part of new Activity Centres.
Work with local councils and other key stakeholders to accommodate a major university campus
in the west of Melbourne, and support integrating this future opportunity into theSunshine
‘

0

National Employment and innovation Cluster.

In the short term
0

In consultation with growth area local councils, develop strategies for growth area service sector

employment.
Investigate opportunities to encourage working from home (or closer to home) by reducing
home-based business regulations and assisting the implementation of residential growth zones
V

0

thatallow office accommodation ‘as-of-right’.

our eox
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Direction 1.4 Enable an investment pipeline of transit-oriented
development and urban renewal
pipel'inje of infra‘stru'ct'uTe’projects”aa—mi‘Ifi\7estment opportunities is an important indicator of
confidence to the marketand can provide certainty for residents, investors and the construction-and
development industries. The Strategy will create investment opportunities across the city, in
strategic locations.
A

‘

This Direction advocates transit—oriented development as a key way to achieve employment and
population growth, as well as achieve a broad range of economic, social and environmental benefits
from collocating employment, population and public transport.

associated

some of these opportunities will come from major transport infrastructure and
land
development. Others will come from the development of National Employment and Innovation
Clusters, Metropolitan Service Centres and health and education precincts.

Equally opportunities can be harnessed from underutilised industrial land in proximity to existing

infrastructure.

Initiative 1.4.1 Identify new urban renewal sites based on public transport development

principles

Land around train stations and train corridors can provide valuable development opportunities, due

to the high levels of access to public transport. Over the coming decades, we will be

building a

numberof new train stations as we develop the network, and we wili ensure these are integrated
with land deveiopment. Existing stations and corridors will also be assessed for their development

potential.
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There are also a number of former industrial and other sites around Melbourne that no longer fulfil
their function. These sites can be run-down and create poor local amenity. By enabling appropriate
development (including housing and mixed-use development),the local neighbourhood can be
improved. Businesses have the capacity to identify opportunities for development which generate
investment and local employment, and improve places for the community to enjoy. Government
assets can also be better-utilised,but local governments may need additional support, expertise and
information to deliver these redevelopment outcomes.
In the immediate term
o

-

Amend the State Planning Policy Frameworkto support urban renewal around existing and
planned train stations and selected public transport corridors.

Designate priority urban renewal sites and commence structure planning for underutilised

industrial land in proximity to train and other selected public transport corridors. Priority
investigation areas include:

Yarra corridor (North Richmond, Coilingwood and Victoria Park stations and selected

—

high

capacity public transport corridors);

—

Upfield corridor (Brunswick,'Batmanand Coburg stations and the Sydney Road tram

corridor);

Monash corridor (Huntingdale, Clayton "and Westall stations and Wellington Road,
between Huntingdale and Monash University);
Sunshine corridor (Sunshine, Albion, Ginifer and St. Albans stations);
~

-

Tottenham corridor (Middle Footscray, West Footscray and Tottenham stations).

Work with local councils to progress the rezoning of precincts around train stations, and public
transport corridors which have capacity for additional residential and mixed-use development.

immediate to short term
a

Work with the private sector to develop or upgrade train stations and transport interchanges,
(subject to business case approval), to incorporate new commercial and housing activities at
locations thatinclude:
-

—

-

North Melbourne Station (associated withthe development of E-Gate);

Richmond Station precinct (Richmond and East Richmond stations);

Ardenstation, as part of Melbourne Metro and with the development of the ArdenMacaulayprecinct;

Ringwood Station, as part of the Ringwood Metropolitan Service Centre development;
~

Frankston Station, as part of the development of the Frankston Metropolitan Service

Centre development; and

Alphington, Essendon, Hampton, Jewell, Jolimont, Prahran and Windsor Stations.
Ma99p,3248.'4‘9
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Identify urban renewal opportunities associated with upgrades to interchanges starting with
Springvale and Blackburn Stations (as part of level crossing removals), Sunshine Station, and a
at Southland.
local
Support
governments to unlock capacity on their own underutilised sites (for example, car
This
could
include assistance in preparing property development strategies for local
parks).
new station

-

government assets.
Initiative 1.4.2 Identify new development and investment opportunities on the planned transport
network
Melbourne has a significant network of transport infrastructure; and although the city will undergo
significant growth and change, this infrastructure will largely remain. It is important we maximise the
benefitsof new infrastructure by identifying property development and investment opportunities.
The identificationof surrounding land use opportunities should occur as part of project proposals
and implemented as part of a

project.

In the short term
0

Confirm a list of priority investigation areas that can provide new employment opportunities on
new infrastructure. Possible investigation areas include:
~

—

-

the inner—north and in ner-west, to create employment opportunities associated with
planned investment such as East West Link and public transport projects;
Central City to airport corridor, to leverage off this emergingjob corridor and take
advantage of a possible future airport link; and

suitable business park opportunities that can take advantage‘ of East West Link, the M80

upgrade, the Outer Metropolitan Ring Road, the Dingley Bypass and Easttink.

initiative 1.4.3 Plan and facilitateprivate sector tourism investment opportunities in Melbourne
and rural and regional Victoria
Melbourne has an international reputation as a distinctive and authenticAustralian destination, with
highly visible major art, sporting and cultural events calendar. This sophisticated tourism
experience is supported by a vibrant city that is filled with shops, restaurants, bars and cafes in wide
boulevards and intimate laneways. Tourism generates strong multiplier effects for otherindustries in
Melbourne, and in Victoria more generally. With almost all international travellers arriving by air,
Melbourne also serves as a gateway to the rest of Victoria.
a

From 2007-12, annual tourism expenditure in Melbourne grew by about 5.7 per cent, significantly
international visitors, particularly from Asia, are
higher thanthe national average of 2.7'per
driving this growth. Internationalstudents are also a major driver of tourism expenditure. Room
occupancy has remained relatively stable over the last few years, with average occupancy rates of
around 80 per cent“.

cent”.

Melbourne's strong position "in tourism in Australia is expected to continue over the irnmediate-to"short term. The Tourism Australia Forecasting Committee indicates thatthe numberof visitor nights
17
“

National Visitor Survey, Tourism Research Australia
Based on ABS Data, 2013
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will increase to 82 million by 2015 (or 13.9 per cent of the national total) by 2020~21, worth an
estimated $17.7 billionin overnight tourism expenditure. This growth will drive demand for shortstay accommodation and new or enhanced tourism experiences.

Melbourne's challenge in an increasinglycompetitive global tourism environment is to maintain and
enhance our sophisticated tourism experience, encourage investment to meet tourism demand, and
ensure that our transport and aviation networks can support the anticipated growth. This Initiative
aims to facilitateprivate sector tourism investment that appeals to existing and emerging tourism
markets.
From a planning and policy perspective, tourism often complements, or is complementary to,
broader objectives: that is, tourism experiences need to be used and valued by locals as well as
visitors. Tourism services also need to be located appropriately,for example with internationally
branded accommodation in the inner city catering to international leisure and business travellers.
Students and Australian business visitors may need more decentralised accommodation.
In the immediate term
0

-

0

-

0

Assess opportunities for short-term accommodationand tourism services, particularly in the
Fishermans Bend and Federation Square East urban renewal precincts, and in the finalisation of
the implementation of the SouthbankArts Precinct blueprint.
Direct the independentplanning authorityto investigate accommodation opportunities in
National Employment and Innovation Clusters, Metropoiitan Service Centres and underutilised
land to meet demand from education, business and familyvisitors.
Include short-term accommodation and tourism services as a consideration when developing or
renewing state sporting, cultural, Aboriginal and heritage sites (such as the Flinders Street
Station redevelopment).
Identify strategic locations in Melbourne and regional Victoria to facilitateprivate sector tourism
investments that appeal to high-yield or emerging tourism markets (such as convention and
exhibition facilities,a wor|d~class hotel resort, or iconic attractions).
Facilitateappropriate regulatory changes (such as a streamlined approval process), which assist
the development of identified strategic tourism investment priorities in Melbourne and regional
Victoria.
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MONASH EMPLOYMENT AND INNOVATION CLUSTER
The Monash Employment and Innovation Cluster is Melbourne's largest established employment
cluster, witha unique mix of education, research and industry participants. It has 58,500 jobs and is
the largest concentration of employment outside the Central City. The clustefs subregion is
expected to grow from 250,000 to 350,000 people by 2050.
The Monash Employment and Innovation Cluster has a critical mass of ieading education, health,
research and commercialisationfacilitiesincluding Australia's largest university (Monash University),
the Australian Synchrotron, the Melbourne Centre for Nanofabrication,Monash*Medica|, CSlRO’s
largest site in‘Victoria, Monash Business Incubator and the Monash Enterprise Centre. The Federal
Government, as part of theirlndustry Innovation Precincts Program, plans to establish a
manufacturingprecinct withinthe cluster.
The c|uster's mix ofreducation, research and commercial facilitiescreates a unique environment for
innovation and world—leading research, which will continue to contribute significantlyto
Melbourne's economy. This unique blend of knowledge-and research-based activitieswill also assist
existing businesses, for example in the manufacturingsector, and produce products and services
tha_t are competitive in the global market.

Map10pg.S2
PARKVILLE EMPLOYMENT AND INNOVATION CLUSTER
The ParkvilieEmployment and innovation Cluster inthe Central Subregion is an established,
internationallyacclaimed cluster thatis close to the city, with opportunities to facilitatethe
continued supply of appropriate land for commercial, housing and know|edge—based enterprises.
The cluster has strengths in education, research, health, professional and technical industries, and
significant parkland. About 32,700 people are currently employed in the cluster, which is centrally
located and has access to a wide catchment of workers across metropolitan Melbourne.
The cluster has a critical mass of nationallyleading institutions and organisations including
Australia's highest-rankinguniversity (theUniversity of Melbourne), Victoria's second-largest

university, (RMIT University), Monash University's-Pharmaw Faculty,global biotherapyindustry

leader CSL Limited, Royal Melbourne Hospital, Royal Children's Hospital, Royal Women's Hospital,
the Australian Medical Association and the Bio21 Institute.

Many leading institutions and organisations are expanding, or plan to expand, withinthe cluster.

This includes the $1 billionVictorian Comprehensive Cancer Centre which will have world-leading
cancer research and treatment activities and facilities.Increasingly,the two universities are
expanding theirfacilitiesto incorporate greater collaboration and joint projects with industry. This
drives innovation, research and business establishment.
Central Subregion is expected to grow by around 300,000 to 450,000 peopie by 2050.

Key partners for the future of thiscluster include City of Melbourne, University of Melbourne, RMIT
University, CSIRO, Royal Melbourne Hospital, Royal Women's Hospital and Royal Children's Hospital.
MA? 11 PAR1!(Vil.l.£NATIONAL
-

EMPLOYMENTAND INNOVAWON CLUSTER

SOURCE: DEPARTMENTOF TRANSPORT, MANNING-AND LOCAL mF R£ 1813
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DANDENONG SOUTH EMPLOYMENT AND INNOVATION CLUSTER
The Dandenong South Employment and Innovation Cluster in the Southern Subregion is a longestablished cluster employing Melbourne's largest workforce outside of the CBD, with over 55,000
people. The cluster has major strengths in advanced manufacturing,health, education, wholesaie
trade, retail and transport, postal and warehousing. Dandenong is a net importer of workers from
surrounding municipalities and home to over 12,500 businesses.

Ideally located near the Monash Freeway, Princes Highway and Easttink, the Cluster forms part of
of Australia's most significant and productive manufacturingareas, which contributed over $2.2
billionin value added in 2011. The cluster is likely to be given a furtherboost withthe planned
development of the Port of Hastings into Victoria's second major container port. It is expected that
thiswill help drive the development of Lyndhurst as a major intermoda! facility(logistics and
warehousing), with adirect train connection to the Port of Hastings.
one

The cluster, and the businesses operating in it, has been driven in recent times by the requirement
for manufacturingactivitiesto be increasingly knowledge-based. Reflecting this, the cluster is home
to Victoria's first eco-industrial.park,LOGIS, which includes a 74 ha__ Innovation Park. This is leading
the way for future industrial development in Australia with site features that set new standards for
innovation, environmental design and sustainability.The cluster has thefirst industrial development
(comprising two large warehouses and office space inside one 27,000 m2 building) in Victoria to
achieve a 5-star Green Starlndustrial Design rating.
The ciuster comprises 154 ha of industrial land specifically designed to accommodateadvanced
manufacturers and logistics users and is expected to generate up to 5,000 new jobs on the site. A
growing list of major internationaland local businesses (such as Kraft, Cadbury, Ascent
Pharmaceuticals, Mercury Marine, Moondara Cheese, TerexAustralia and Cabrini Health) have
recently chosen to base theirbusinesses at LOGIS. Other major innovative firms in the cluster
include Jayco, Bombardier Transportation Australia, Corex Plastics, IVECO Trucks Australia, Viridian
Glass and Advanced Polymer Technologies.

CBD_ area in its north-east corner. This has a substantial retail presencearound
4,300 jobs—and a major medical precinct based around the Dandenong Hospital
providing
which employs almost 4,000 highly skilledworkers. There are also two TAFE institutes (Chisholm and
Kangan) in the cluster, and it is close to Monash University.
The cluster also has a

Key partners for the future of thiscluster include City of Greater Dandenong, Dandenong Hospital,
Chisholm TAFE, Kangan TAFE, Monash University, Places Victoria and Invest Victoria.
MAP 12,-"
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EMERGING LA TROBE EMPLOYMENT AND INNOVATION CLUSTER

The, La Trobe Employment and Innovation Cluster in the Northern Subregion is an emerging cluster
with strengths in education, research, health and retail. It includes a number of significant
employment activities (such as La Trobe University and its industrial surrounds, Northland Shopping

Centre and Austin Health) and a concentration of other health, research, commercial and retail
activitiesin and around the Burgundy Street Activity Centre, Heidelberg. There are currently 25,700
jobs in the cluster. The cluster represents an opportunity to increase the number and diversity of
jobs in the

subregion.
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Each of these locations withinthe cluster has different strengths and contributions to make to the
economy. La Trobe University has an expanding education and research role, including a growing
student and research population, and the recently completed Agri Bio Centre. The Heidelberg
precinct has a significant presence of health services, training and research institutions such as the
Melbourne Brain Centre. Due to Austin Health'scritical mass of roughly 8,000 staff, there is
specialisation in some health services (such as toxicology and respiratory support) in Heidelberg,
which sees the area providing statewide services.
There are additional plans for each of these key locations, which indicate a growing commitment to
the cluster. The Federal Government, as part of their Industry Innovation Precincts Program, plans to
establish a Food Precinct at La Trobe'sR&D Park. La Trobe University has plans to grow its research
activities (especially in the biosciences),and encourage the commercialisationof research and the
evolution of existing businesses. There is growing housing diversity and urban renewal as part of the
Olympia Initiative. Land around Northland Shopping Centre has a significant capacity to

accommodate new jobs and housing.
The Northern Subregion is expected to grow by around 500,000 to 700,000 people by 2050.

Key partners for thefuture of this Cluster include Banyule City Council, Darebin City Council, La
Trobe University and Austin Health.
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EMERGING SUNSHINE EMPLOYMENT AND INNOVATION CLUSTER
The emerging Sunshine Employment and Innovation Cluster in the Western Subregion has the
potential to build a critical mass of tertiary education, health-related training, health care, retail and
professional services; and to facilitateprivate investment. There are currently 13,800 jobs in the
Cluster.

The Cluster is well-placed to tap into the growing municipalities of Melbourne's west and to diversify
its education, research and health-related activities.The cluster is centrally located in the middle of
the two western growth areas, and has access to major road andytrain infrastructure.The cluster’s
strategic connectivity will continue to grow with recent announcements about Melbourne and
Avalon airport rail routes confirming Sunshine will, in the future, have rail access to boththese
international gateways. The Melbourne Metro will provide a direct link from the cluster to Parkville
and thesouth-easternsuburbs.
'

There is the opportunity for the cluster to be a central location for increasing health service and
education provision. Sunshine Hospital is currently a 400—bed hospital and there are plans to
significantly increase services. The Western Centre for Health, Research and Education is a
collaborate project withVictoria University, the University" of Melbourne and Western Health where
training and research will be carried out. Victoria University has two campuses in the Cluster, and
they will expand over time.
The Su nshine Employment and Innovation Cluster includes the Sunshine Metropolitan Service
Centre and the St Albans Activity Centre.
The Western Subregion is expected to grow by around 500,000 to 650,000 people by 2050.

Key partners for the future of this Cluster include Brimbank City Council, the University of
40H-‘age
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Melbourne, Victoria University and Western Health.
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EMERGING EAST WERRIBEE EMPLOYMENT AND INNOVATION CLUSTER
The emerging East Werribee Employment and Innovation Cluster in the Western Subregion has the
potential to build on existing health, education and high-tech research jobs. Emerging from the
current East Werribee Employment and Innovation Ciuster, "it will ultimately provide well over
50,000jobs. These jobs will predominantly be white collar, to build on the existing health, education
and high-tech research jobs that already exist on the site of theformer State Research Farm.
The cluster is currently home to over 7,100Vjobs, including at the University of Melbourne Veterinary
Victoria University, the Werribee Mercy Hospital, Wyndham
Hospital, the University of Notre
Private Medical Centre, CSIRO, Suzanne Cory High School and a range of high-tech research
companies in thefood and agricultural industries. Many of these major white-collarjob providers
have significant expansion plans over the next 20 years, and a site for a new hospital has recently
been purchased in the Cluster by St Vincent's Private Hospital.

Dame,

Businesses based in East Werribee will have easy access to Melbourne; to Melbourne and Avalon
airports; and to the Port of Melbourne. To encourage new investment in the cluster, significant new
infrastructure is planned (including the Sneydes Road Freeway interchange) as well as tree-lined
boulevards and a lake, waterway and parkland system that will draw workers and visitors to the
area. The waterway system incorporates an integrated water cycle management approach, which
heralds thefirst
implementation of the Living Victoria policy, and represents an
important first step in the transformation of Melbourne's water cycle systems..

large-scale

.

The Western Subregion is expected to grow by around 500,000 to 550,000 people by 2050.

Key partners for the future of this Cluster include Wyndham City Council, GrowthAreas Authority,
University of Melbourne, Victoria University and Mercy Hospital.
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HOUSING
Provide a diversity of housing in defined locations to cater for different
households and income groups, and close to jobs and services.
For more than 10 years now, Melbourne has been the fastest-growingcapital city region in Australia.
This pace of growth is evidence of the enduring
our city has as a place to live and work. By
Melbourne
willhave
to
2050, it is estimated that
grown a city of around 6.5 million people, 2.5
million more people than in 2012. This means at least 1 million new dwellings will be needed across
"the metropolitan region by 2050. In accommodatingthis growth Melbourne faces some significant
challenges in seeking to ensure its much-prized liveabilityis enjoyed by all its citizens whether they
choose to live in or close to the heart of the city, in the well-established suburbs or in new master—
planned communities throughout the urban growth areas.

appeal

While there is at least 30 years supply of urban-zoned land on the fringe of metropolitan Melbourne,
it is no longer sustainable to accommodate most of our population and household’ growth by
continuing to expand Melbourne's outer urban growth areas. If our city continues to grow at low
densities, there will be pressure to expand further outwards beyond our current urbangboundary.
This will adversely impact our natural environment, increase travel distances to access jobs and
services, and increase socioeconomic disparities.
The type of housing people want, at a price they can afford and in a location where they would like
to live will need to be addressed ifvMe|bourne is tosecure its future as a city of choice and
opportunity. Melbourne will need to become a more consolidated and contained metropolis, by
establishing a permanent metropolitan urban boundary and facilitatingmore. development in
established areas. A permanent boundary will also help stimulate higher growth in peri-urban towns,
and in regional Victoria.

intensify housing development in our established urban areas, we will also need to ensure
that new development makes a positive contribution to local areas and protects those areas which
have a special character. Melbourne will also need well-designed, good-quality housing thatis
affordable, accommodates a diverse range of household types and which can be adapted to meet
changing household needs.

As we

HOW WE WILL ACCOMMODATEPOPULATION GROWTH
Establishing a more compact, sustainable city ischallenging, but the social, economic and
environmental benefitsof ta king this action will be long-lasting for Melbourne and its people. -Below
are several of the important benefitsof compact, higher-density development.
Social closer proximity encourages positive social interaction and diversity, increases walking,
improves health and the viabilityof (and access to) community services, and enables more and
better integrated social housing.
—

Economic enhances the economic viabilityof development, improves the economic viabilityof
infrastructure delivery, and utilises (and can help improve) existing infrastructure.
-

Transport

—

creates sustainable demand for more-transport options includingpublic transport,

walking and cycling.
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Environmental creates opportunities for efficient use of resources and materials; supports
precinct—sca|e solutions to energy provision, water reuse and waste reduction; creates less pollution
through promotion of sustainable transport; preserves, and helps fund maintenance of, public open
space and creates new public open space; and reduces overall demand for development land and
avoids expanding suburbs withoutsupporting services”.
—

Melbourne's apartment market is a relatively new component of the larger housing sector with
around 80,000 apartments constructed over the last decade. The level and location of activity over
the last 20 years is allowing us to rethinkhousing options in the Central City and inner Melbourne,
which is helping the delivery of a more compact and sustainable city.
we have an opportunity to slow down the outward expansion of our city and rebalance the
distribution of population and housing growth to become a more sustainable, productive and
liveable city. Whilst it is recognised that some of our future housing will continue to be provided
withinthe urban growth-areas, our Draft Strategy encourages more medium and higher density
housing in defined areas they being designated urban renewal precincts, areas of existing and
proposed high job density including withinthe National Employment and Innovation Clusters,
Metropolitan Service Centres and Activity Centres, near train stations and along selected public
transport routes and in identified residential growth zoned areas.
Local government will be supported to apply the new residential and commercial zones strategically,

to identify future housing requirements and define areas that are suitable for more residential

'

growth.

LOCATING HOUSING CLOSER TO JOBS AND SERVICES
Although some of the issues affecting Melbourne's housing sector are beyondthe planning system
(such as the cost of finance, construction and labour), it can, through zoning and other mechanisms,
create more opportunities for different housing types in strategic locations, so that more people can
live closer to jobs and services.

Melbourne's growth areas have about.one—fifthof Melbourne's current workforce, but only 13 per

Melbourne's jobs are located in these areas. This means that many people have to travel
outside their municipalityfor work. In a knowledge economy increasing the relative job availabilityin
the outer suburbs is difficult.

cent of

Some workers (such as emergency workers, nurses, teachers, police, hospitality workers and
cleaners) need to live closer to where they workthan others. Lack of affordable housing for these
workers closer to their workplacecan impact on their quality of life, due to long commutes to work
and higher transport costs.

encouraging mixed-use developments and greater housing density near jobs and
transport will help achieve a greater level of choice for medium- and low—income households, in
terms of locating nearer to employment opportunities.
By allowing more diverse housing within and close to job dense areas accompanied by improved
public transport, walking and cycling networks, we can create more opportunities for people to live
closer to their workplaceand to iocal services.
Our focus on

19

Melbourne 2013, Future Living: a discussion paper identifying issues and options for housing our community,

City of
Melbourne
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HOUSING SECTOR

The demand for new housing will also be influenced by an ageing population and a desire for people
to downsize and age in place. In a well-functioning market, the supply of housing should reflect shifts

community's
city”.

in the
needs and preferences for housing but, there is evidence to suggest that‘this is
This mismatch betweentheir needs and preferences (in terms of the type
not the case in our
of housing they want, at a price
can afford, and where theywant), and what they now settle
will
need to be addressed.
for;

they

Melbourne has a growing numberof both older and younger residents. By 2051, the‘number of
Victoria's residents aged 65 or more will have more than doubled, and therewill be 430,000 more
children 17 or younger.
7* shows these projected changes.

Future housing supply will also need to take better account of the changing needs of households for
different types of accommodation over the life cycle.
S.»Pa,’ge’$3; shows how housing needs
can alter across a person's life stages in response to a variety of common life experiences
Our challenge will be to provide housing to accommodate these changes in demand for new
dwellings, locally, so familyconnections can be maintained.

DlFFERENT DELIVERY MODELS TO ADDRESS HOUSING
AFFORDABILITY
.

Housing affordabilityva ries significantly across our city. The median house price in Melbourne has
quadrupled since 1990. In 1994, a household on an average income could purchase a dwelling within‘
10 km of the CBD. This moved to 24 km in 2000 and 40km by 2009. Growth in house prices has
outpaced growth in incomes, and the proportion of income spent on mortgage repayments has
increased for many households.
Bil shows the change in housing affordability.
16,
A similar pattern of affordabilityis affecting rental housing. in the Septemberquarter of 2012, less
than 12 per cent of rental properties let in Melbourne were affordable to households on Centrelink
incomes. This is leading to more homeless
in our city, overcrowding in boarding houses and

people“

shared houses and more people staying temporarilywith familyand friends. we are also seeing an
increasing numberof people in need of social housing.
The planning system can intervene to make the provision of affordable housing and social housing
integral to the planning approval process. Cities like Vancouver, B.C. in Canada mandate not only in
respect to the percentage of dwellings in a development that have to be family-friendlydwellings"
(thatis three plus bedroom units) but the percentage which has to be social housing for rent only. To
some degree this more interventionist approach can be counterbalanced by providing incentives to
developers to deliver a proportion of housing in their development as affordable and/or social
housing. Such incentives could includeadditionalfloor space or density bonuses, timelydelivery of
infrastructure which adds value to the development overall and fast track planning approvals.

2°

Grattan institute 2011, The Housing We'd Choose, Carlton
The 2011 ABS Census estimates that almost 23,000 people on any night experience homelessness in Victoria of which 78% of them are
in metropolitan Melbourne. The highest rates of homelessness are in the Cities of Dandenong, Port Phillip, Brimbank and Melbourne.
22
There are now 7,000 children living in downtown Peninsula Vancouver as a result of mandating for more familyfriendly housing in the
21

CBD.
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IMPROVING THE HOUSING WE BUILD
The average size of new houses in Australia remains among the largest in the world. At the same
time the small size and compromised internal living amenity of some medium and higher density
apartment developments are a matter of concern. Bedrooms which are too small, poor access to
daylight and natural ventilation, average levels of acoustic privacyand narrow balconies are some of
the design issues thatneed to be addressed. As stated in the City of Melbourne 2013 discussion
paper ‘Future Living, a discussion paper identifying issues and options for housing our community’:
-

‘Housingplays an important role in people's health and weilbeing,community strengthening

and the shape of the city.’

The quality and design of all new dwellings will be important not only in terms of our liveabilitybut
also our abilityto reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions and transition to a low carbon city.

Our Plan for

Housing

Direction 2.1

Balance population growth to achieve a

more

sustainable

future
more consolidated and contained metropolis by establishing a
urban
boundary and facilitatingmore development in established areas.
permanent metropolitan
We will slow down the outward growth of Melbourne and set subregional housing targets with an
emphasis on accommodatingby far the majority of new housing in defined locations within the
established urban areas.

Melbourne will need to become a

initiative 2.1.1 Deliver a permanent urban boundary around Melbourne

Melbourne's outward growth has generaliy reached its natural boundaries of mountains,
floodplains, productive agricultural areas and important natural ha bitats; or it is stretched to the
point where its abilityto effectivelyprovide access to jobs, goods and services is increasing
constrained.

There is now an opportunity to make a clear statement as to Melbourne's metropolitan boundary.
This will have a range of benefits. It will provide long—term certainty to the planning objectives
originally set out in the early 1970s, which sought to protect the non-urban values of the la nd
surrounding Melbourne's urban areas. It will also provide a clear policy signal about long-term urban
development options, which, togetherwithactive support for growth in regional Victoria, should
provide an opportunity to rebalance the distribution of Victoria's population over the long-term.
In the immediate term
0

Establish a permanent metropolitan urban boundary to replace the Urban Growth Boundary
with regard to:
input from local councils; and
the report of the Logical Inclusions Advisory Committee of November2011.
-

—
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Initiative 2.1.2 Establish housing targets for 2025 and 2050

Many local councils have, or are in the process of, preparing housing strategies. These strategies will
help inform them apply the three new residential zones across their municipality, as will the relevant
Directions and Initiatives in the Metropolitan Planning Strategy. Housing trends and projections will
be used to guide the need to accommodatethe housing requirements of communities. We will

provide advice on these trends and projections at both the municipal and subregional levels.

Whilst it is important councils acknowledgethat some parts of their municipality will undergo
substantial change to accommodate more housing diversity and supply, a metropolitan wide
approach to rebalancing the growth of Melbourne can be realised by setting subregional housing
targets based on:
the capacity of urban infrastructure
0
proximity of land to major job agglome-rations,services and public transport
availabilityand suitabilityofurban renewal precincts for redevelopment; and
0
potential additional housing generated by the application of the new residential zones
in the immediate term
0

Amend the State Planning Policy Frameworkto include the following housing targets for the

Melbourne Metropolitan Region:

By 2050 at least 70 per cent of all new housing approved since 2013 will be accommodated
withinthe established urban areas of Melbourne” and the remaining 30 per cent in the
urban growth areas.“ This is referred to as the 70/30 target.
In consultation with local councils within each of the five subregions establish subregional
housing targets to the year 2025 and the year 2050. These targets will take into consideration a
range of factors including:

-

-

«

-

—

—

-

work already done by Councils on their municipal housing strategies;
the capacity of urban infrastructure (including potential for upgrading of infrastructure,
where required) to accommodate more people;

the estimated additional housing generated by the application of the new residential zones;
the estimated additional housing generated by redevelopment of areas earmarked for more
intense mixed use development in Direction 4.2 of our plan for housing; and
the estimated additional housing withinthe urban
structure plans.

0

0

0

growth areas based on approved precinct

Revise the practice note for the preparation of municipal housing strategies, to take account of
the Directions for the reformed residential zones.

Require and support local governments to develop municipal housing strategies to inform the
application of Residential Growthand Neighbourhood Zones, unless an exemption has been
granted by the Minister for Planning where earlier consultation and planning has taken place.
In partnership with local councils, provide annual housing development data to inform the
development and monitoring of municipal housing strategies.

23

The established urban areas includes all urban land which has already been developed in 2013.
The urban growth areas includes all land withinthe Melbourne Metropolitan Urban Boundary which is not yet deveioped
as at 2013.
2‘
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Deliver more housing closer to jobs and public transport

There are already areas of metropolitan Melbourne with medium-to-highjob numbers“ which will
becomethe focus for future development, with a greater diversity of housing located close to these
areas. Additional locations such as National Employment and innovation Clusters, Metropolitan
Service Centres and Activity Centres will be subject to structure planning processes, if such work has
not already been completed and approved.
All structure plans (already approved and yet-to-be-done)will need to demonstrate how they will
deliver on the provision of more diversity and choice of housing, attract more jobs and help deliver
the 20-minute neighbourhood”. Other areas for consideration may include areas within established
suburbs where the housing stock is reaching the end of its life and is ready for redevelopment as
medium—density housing, and areas around train stations, public transport interchanges and some
public transport corridors.

The Implementation Chapter of this Draft Strategy also addresses better use of surplus or
underutilised government land being a potential land resource for more housing choice and diversity
close to jobs and services.
Initiative 2.2.1 Facilitatehigh—density residential development in Melbourne's expanded Capital
City Zone
In central Meibourne, unlike in central Sydney, there is potential to facilitatea virtually continuous
supply of high-density residential development. Lessons have been learnt in recent years as to what
actions are required to ensure we enable communities to thrive, ratherthan delivering residential
blocks. Fishermans Bend is the latest of these new high—density residential communities where the
delivery of schools, parks, shops, community facilitiesand opportunities for local jobs will be driving
planning from the outset. Early planning has also commenced for the next precincts, including EGate and Arden—Macaulay.

Maximising the developmentopportunities of these precincts is critical to minimising theneed for
densification of other parts of the city. The sequencing of infrastructurewithin these areas will be a
key tool of government to maximise the development potential of these precincts.
In the immediate term
-

0

planning controls in designated precincts provide the marketwith flexibilityto realise
deveiopment opportunities.
Examine the options and introduce development bonuses for the delivery of public
Ensure

infrastructure.
Initiative 2.2.2 Facilitatethe remediation of contaminated land, particularly on sites with
potential for residential development

Redevelopmentof urban renewal precincts will be vital to creating more diversity in the housing
market (including affordable housing and social housing), as well as more jobs and additional
community services. They will be a major source of higher-density, mixed-use development. We will
pursue opportunities to bring brownfield land to market in an expeditious manner, working with
landowners and relevant government agencies. The independent planning authoritywill be the
25

The Central City area and its planned expansion is another significant change area. It is addressed in detail in A more

productive Melbourne

25

'

See A more liveable Melbourne for a description of the 20-minute neighbourhood concept
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responsible authorityfor facilitatingthe development of urban renewal precincts designated to be of

metropolitan significance.
In the immediate term

0

0

-

Require the independent planning authorityto establish criteria for designation of urban
renewal precincts of metropolitan significance.
Work with local councils and other government agencies to create an inventory of these
precincts in metropolitan_Melbourne.
Require Pl-aces Victoria to work with the independent planning authorityto facilitatedelivery of
specific and complex sites to market.
Prepare an urban renewal policy for Melbourne which is incorporated into the State Planning
Policy Frameworkand supported by streamlined clean-up and development approval processes.
Collaborate with the Environment Protection Authorityand the Department of Environment and
Primary Industries to reduce the uncertainty of investigation and clean-up requirements,
streamline the regulatory process, and bring the land to market sooner.
Establish a new zone the Urban Renewal Zone~ and apply the zone to each urban renewal
precinct after the preparation and approval of a place-based Structure Plan and land economic
assessment for each precinct.
A

0

0

0

-

In the short term
0

Establish a Brownfield Incentive Loan with a rolling fund which will be cost neutral over five
years to facilitatethe clean-up of brownfield land.

Establish a Brownfield Clean-up, Program which reduces the uncertainty of investigation and
clean-up requirements, streamlines the regulatory process, provides access to funds to
undertake the clean-up and brings the land to market sooner.
In the short to medium term
Utilisethe capacity of the independentplanning authorityas the Responsible Authorityfor the
use and development of urban renewal precincts to promote innovation and best practice
redevelopment outcomes including precinct wide energy and integrated water cycle
management plans andthe provision of more affordable housing and social housing.
-

-

Initiative 2.2.3 Encourage redevelopment of selected greyfield areas in
choice and diversity

providing more housing

There are already areas of metropolitan Melbourne with medium to high job densities" and they
will become the focus for significant change with more diversity of housing being located close to
these jobs. The Jobs and Investment Chapter addresses opportunities fo_r more development within
Significant Change Areas including transit oriented development.
In addition there are areas within the established suburbs where the existing housing stock is
reachingthe end of its life and is ready for redevelopment. By current trends, much of Melbourne's
suburban housing will be renewed in some form by 2050. Opportunities exist to consolidate
allotments within these suburban renewal ’greyfie|d' areas and redevelop for medium density
housing. Depending on the scale of lot consolidation there may also be opportunities for creating
additional public open space.
‘

27

The Central City area and its

Chapter.

planned expansion is anothersignificantchange area.

It is addressed in detail in theJobs and Investment
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In the immediate term
0

Explore with local councils the potential for consolidation of lots in areas proposed to be
rezoned to. the new Residential Growth Zone as a means of increasing housing diversity and
possible incentives which may be offered to realise higher densities on these greyfield sites.

Initiative 2.2.4 Sequence and stage development in theurban growth areas
a lack of basic community building
and frequent public transport
health
centres
childcare
infrastructure such as schools,
centres,
services that present a viable alternative to the car. The lag in timing betweenthese new suburbs
reachingpopulation thresholds largeenough to sustain a wider range of services and facilities,as
well as more choice in localjobs, is being affected by the release of urban land for new housing on
too many development fronts. We will need to introduce planning mechanisms requiring the staging
and sequencing of land release commensurate withthe provision of basic community infrastructure.

In some of Melbourne's newlydeveloping suburbs there is

In the immediate term
Amend the Precinct Structure

0

-

-

Planning Guidelines to require that Precinct Structure Plans
include a sequencing plan for new suburbs thatlink the timing of delivery of essential
community infrastructure identified in a Development Contributions Plan to the anticipated
staging of development.
Make it clear thatsubdivision and development permits can cap or limit development to the
timing of delivery of essential community infrastructure as outlined in the sequencing plan.
Enable Councils to manage the timelydelivery of local community infrastructure using a
combinationof a sequencing plan linked to planning permits, DCP expenditure, Council funded
works, and works-in-kinddelivery of infrastructure funded by DCPs.
Amend the Precinct Structure Planning Guidelines and State Planning Policy Framework
requiring precinct structure plans to show greater housing diversity to meet the needs of all
household types within residential and mixed use areas and in proximity to town centres,
parkland,public transport and railwaystations. The amended Guidelines are to ensure the
retention of large allotments in appropriate locations to accommodate higher density housing.

Direction 2.3

Build a good

housing legacy for Melbourne's future

Melbourne has a long history of suburban development that traditionally has supplied residents with
a lifestylethathas been the envy of the world. We need to provide well designed, good quality
housing that accommodates a diverse range of household types and can be adapted to meet
changing household needs.
as Vancouver in British Columbia, Canada and Sydney, Australia densities for different
neighbourhoods or precincts are often identified by using a Floor Space Ratio (FSR)2“ ratherthan a
mandatory buildingheight. This ratio determines what the buildingheight will be on any one site in
relation to the land area and the FSR. Sometimes discretion is applied and more floor space is
allowed if a development incorporates public benefitoutcomes such as space for a communityuse
such as a child-care centre, an outdoor public plaza or park, street tree planting or other urban
design improvements.

in cities such

Developer incentives to deliver on public benefits as part of a large development are worth

consideration, especially in terms of redevelopment of urban renewal precincts and" strategicallywell
located large infill development sites in the established suburbs.

28

The floor space ratio is the ratio of the gross floor area of a deveiopment to thesite area expressed as a factorof 1. That is, thetotal
floor area an alt ievels of the buitding minus any exclusions provided for in the definition of gross floorarea, divided by thesite area.
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Develop a code assess approach to multi-unit development

Density is often wronglyequated with height. Higher densities can be achievedin a variety of
buildingtypes includingattachedtownhouses, cluster housing, modular housing and apartment
developments at a range of scales. The type and scale of development will often depend on a site's

location and urban context. Melbourne has some outstanding examples of density done weli. It is
important that we build on these positive examples and provide a range of densities across our city
thatwill add to its distinctiveness over time and deliver housing choice.
To support and facilitatehousing diversity in defined locations, a code-assess approach to
development can deliver among other things housing diversity, family-friendlyapartments in key
locations, mixed uses and community uplift, and reduced parking requirements in appropriate
locations (such as near train stations and the principal public transport network).
I

A good standard of design and amenity goes well beyond what a building looks like and its particular
architectural style.” Concerns about the design quality of apartments relate to the following issues:
0
thesmall size of many apartments;
0
the tendency for a large number of apartments to be designed with habitable rooms (notably
0
0

bedrooms) that have no direct access to daylight and ventilation;
poor consideration of the amenity impacts of adjacentapartment developments; and
the lack of variety and choice among apartment ‘products’ including ‘provision of family—friend|y
apartments.

In the immediate term
-

Prepare a new code-assess approach replacing Rescode (Clauses 54, 55, 56 of the Victoria
Planning Provisions) and providingguidance for multi-unit development and the application of
the reformed residential zones. As part of preparing a new code assess approach for multi
dwelling development:
Review the design, layout and internal living amenity of multi dwelling developmentstaking
into account the requirements also of short term accommodation and student
accommodation; and’
Investigate the design requirements for family-friendlyapartments.
-

0

Implement the Small Lot Housing Code by incorporation into planning schemes across Victoria.

Direction 2.4

Facilitatethe supply of more social and affordable housing

The Government is developing a new Victorian Social Housing Framework. Whilethe Draft Strategy
cannot pre—em pt thefuture directions for social housing to be articulated in the new framework,
there are ways in which the planning system can support the provision of new social and affordable

housing.

The stock of public housing the Victorian Government owns and manages consists of a wide range of
holdings in diverse locations across the city. Some of these holdings are large estates. These large
housing estates are of metropolitan significance, not only becausethey fulfil an important housing
role, but becausethey are often located in highly accessible and well-serviced inner-urban locations
which are highly desirable for achieving many of the objectives of our plan for housing.
Coordination in planning across governments on the potential inclusion of social housing in urban
29

Gty of Melbourne, Future Living, A discussion paper identifying issues and options for housing our community, p.63
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renewal precincts and other significant change areas will provide opportunities to liaise with housing
associations, which may be interested in acquiring additional properties.
Case Study —"Aahwood Chodstooe

_§g'7z

Other public housing landholdingsare located in the middle-suburban neighbourhoods of
Melbourne. In a range of locations, the concentration of these properties-could provide the
opportunity for a suburban, precinct-wide approach to redevelopment. This could increase
residential densities with a mix of private and social housing and support the regeneration of urban
infrastructure and the greening of suburban environments. In this way, public housing regeneration
could also act.as a demonstration model and catalyst for privately funded precinct renewal
initiative 2.4.1 Facilitategrowth in the social housing sector

There are opportunities to increase the amount of social housing through a mix of regulatory and
incentive based provisions linked to current and future metropolitan housing needs.
In the immediate term

Amend the Victoria Planning Provisions to make the Minister for Planning the responsible
authorityfor selected social housing planning permit applications that are recommended by the
Director of Housing for priority consideration.
Include in the Victoria Planning Provisions a definition for social housing consistent with the
proposed Social Housing Framework,and a definition for affordable housing.

0

0

In the short term
0

0

identify opportunities for the inclusion, where appropriate, of social housing prior to the
commencement of formal structure planning for urban renewal precincts and proposed rezoning
of such land, including costs and benefits.
Investigate costs, benefits and opportunities to utilise planning incentives to facilitatethe
provision of social housing in strategic urban renewal precincts and other significant change
areas, as appropriate. For example, where rezoning is necessary to achieveurban renewal, we
will explore the capacity to capture a proportion of the increased land value, to directly
contribute to the costs of providing social housing.

Initiative 2.4.2 Accelerate investment in affordable housing
Given the growing numberof people unable to afford the cost of rental accommodation-especially
in the more accessible central and inner urban areas. of metropolitan Melbourne it will become
—

increasinglyimportant to engage with institutions and private sector providers involved with, or
interested in being, a low-cost housing provider.
In the immediate term
»

Explore specific planning provisions and development mechanisms to deliver more affordable
housing, especially within Significant Change Areas. Provisions could address:
the provision of affordable-orlsocial housing components as decision criteria for
development assessment; and
application of a Vicsmart process to affordable and social housing projects to reduce land
holding costs.
Evaluate the benefits of the independent planning authorityacting as responsible authorityfor
housing association projects in urban renewal areas.
-

«

0
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identify new funding sources for affordable housing, with regard to both the construction of new
dwellings and, in the case of affordable-rental, ongoing tenancy/asset management.

Introduce mechanisms to ensure when affordable housing is provided that it remains in that
category for the long term.
In the immediate to medium term
-

a

Encourage greater investment in affordable private rental housing by working with the
Commonwealthand otherjurisdictionsto investigate:
-

necessary government policy reform, including tax reform and reform of the National Rental
AffordabilityScheme, to attract increased institutional investment particularly
superannuation funds, in private rental housing; and
'

the potential for the creation of an investmentvehicle (similarto Defence Housing Authority
(DHA)) to develop and manage rental housing in key locations, for low to moderate income

households.

Direction 2.5

Promote greater innovation in the housing market

We will need to explore ways of reducing the relative cost of housing construction by being more
innovative in the way we design and build dwellings. We aim to reduce the cost of a three bedroom
house by at least $100,000 in ‘job rich locations.

There is scope for more innovation in the housing market in terms of the provision and management
of affordable housing, encouragement of housing development co-operatives, innovation in
construction techniques including the use of new building materials and incorporation of green
buildingdesigns, and use of marketingtools. We will not be able to rely solely on more conventional
and mainstream producers of housing if we are to try to reduce the cost of housing and increase the
numberof potential purchasers of new housing products.
Initiative 2.5.1 Promote and support innovative housing delivery methods

Community Land Trusts are an innovation in affordable housing provision where the cost of housing
is separated from the cost of the land on which it is located. This enables a supply of perpetually

affordable housing that can be leased either to not-for-profit housing providers or directly to

occupiers.

addition, housing development co-operatives consisting of people who intend to own or occupy
dwellings in a multi-unit development that they initiate themselves, can increase consumer choice in
the housing market by making medium and higher density units more availableand affordable.
Whilst the planning system cannot influence the establishment of such co-operatives it can, in
conjunction with the buildingregulatory system, assist with reducing the cost of housing through
fast tracked approval processes and a code assess approach to housing.
In

In the short term
0

Investigate possible opportunities and remove any regulatory barriers or impediments to the
instigation of Comm unity Land Trusts in the Melbourne region.

Initiative 2.5.2 Lead innovation in the housing sector

Industries producing pre-fabricated, modular and unitised housing construction techniques are still
underdeveioped in the Melbourne housing marketand yet we have a business opportunity to
industrialise the housing sector to assist in reducing the cost of construction and building houses

quicker. These construction methods can speed up construction time by approximately 50% while
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reducing the overall footprint (through less materiai, wastage, transport energy, and disruption to
neighbours and traffic).

Continued innovation is needed to improve sustainabilityoutcomes, project viabilityand reduce
construction costs. Urban renewal projects and processes, especially those involving government
land and development projects, can be used to lead, test and demonstrate innovation in housing
design, construction and procurement.
In the immediate to medium term
Require Places Victoria to demonstrate the use of modular housing and other innovative design
and construction techniques in its development projects.
In consultation with the housing industry benchmarkmore innovative construction methods

0

against traditional construction methods to provide feedbackto the housing market.

0

Review planning and buildingregulations to identify opportunities for more innovative and
cheaper construction techniques without compromising the quality and durabilityof our
housing.

Case study
Selandra Rise,

Casey

‘Developing a new approach in growth areas’
Stockiand has joined forces with the City of Casey, the Growth Areas Authorityand the Planning
institute of Australia to ‘create the most forward-thinking,well planned and liveable community of its
kind in Victoria.
This community has been specificallydesigned to address concerns about health and its connection
to the environment people live in. The project demonstrates how a collaborative approach and best
practice design can deliver outcomes to address these_ concerns and create what will ultimately
become a blueprint for development of future communities.

Sela ndra Rise will provide solutions around three core areas to create a model for iand-use
development and residential living of the future: diverse and affordable housing, local employment
opportunities, and a healthy and engaged community.
The development proposes a broad mix of quality, affordable housing options making this
community accessible to more people. There are threedistinctive villages with choice of locations
andlot sizes.
A wide range of local employmentopportunities are delivered by on-site amenities and town centre
giving access to a broad range of employment in areas such as retail, construction and agriculture
withinthe prospering and rapidly growing City of Casey. Flexibilityto work locally or from home with
dedicated business precinct and home office solutions are provided.
An extensive local-community consultation determined key project elements such as parks already
delivered following design workshops with new residents and council parks and gardens staff—— and
community services. A community hub has been established in a new two storey home in the display
village. This will be replaced by a larger community centre within the new town centre in a few years
time.
—

All homes have been designed for easy connection to key destinations such as the local town centre,
schools, community centres and open space. Well located walking and bike paths, playgrounds,
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parks, sports facilities,wide footpaths and pedestrian friendlylocal streets encourage recreation and

non-motorised travei. Stockland has introduced a ‘Go Car’ and residents can rent a ute for a few
hours or a day to reduce the need for a second car.

A committed partnership with VicHealthwill see a 5 to 7 year longitudinal study undertaken within

this new community to establish an evidence base for ‘putting health at the centre of planning.’

Selandra rise shows how creative and cooperative approaches can create better places to live.

Case study
Ashwood Chadstone Gateway Project

’Providing social housing’
The Ashwood Chadstone Gateway Project is an exciting housing development to provide much
needed high quality, affordable housing and contribute to the renewal of theAshwood Chadstone
area. The project will deliver 210 affordable rental homes as well as 72 private.homes on six vacant
sites in the Ashwood Chadstone area.
The project redevelops six vacant sites to deliver much needed affordable homes for singles,
couples, familiesand older persons who are on low to moderate incomes. The project is jointly
funded by Port Phillip Housing Association and the Victorian Government at a cost of around $140
million.

Phillip Housing Association is an independent community based housing agency that owns,
develops and manages affordable rental housing for people on low to moderate incomes. The
Association currently owns and manages 550 dwellings across Melbourne, and has won many
awards for excellence in community housing management, planning and design.
Port

The project was selected after a competitive tender process conducted by the Victorian State
Government's Department of Human Services, Office of Housing.

Selling some of the houses provides Port Phillip Housing Association with the funds to build high
quality community housing and make it availablefor rent to people on a low income at an affordable
price. Sale of some of the houses also provides theAssociation with the capital to build more
community housing, both in Ashwood/Chadstoneand in other areas across Melbourne.
The private houses will be sold at ‘market price’ and are availableto anyone who wishes to purchase
the property.
Monash City Council (through its unanimous support of the Development Plan) and the Victorian
Government have supported the appropriateness of the height and density withinthe
neighbourhood character. This mix of scale and mix of housing ensure the project is socially
sustainable and commercially viable while responding to the challenges of population growth,
Development in Power Street demonstrates how increased density can ‘be successfully
accommodatedwithin well-serviced locations to enhance amenity, while minimising impacts on the

surrounding neighbourhood.

Significant public consultation was part of the project.
The Ashwood Chadstone Gateway Project shows how private development and social housing can
integrated with high quality outcomes.
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NEIGHBOURHOODS
Create neighbourhoods which promote strong communities, healthy lifestyles
and good access to local services and jobs.

Neighbourhoods are the heart of life in Melbourne. When people work together in their
neighbourhoods, good things happen and strong, healthy and socially inclusive communities
emerge.

Our city has a rich mosaic of neighbourhoods they vary in size, socio-demographic composition and
character. These differences help define their sense of place and reflect the values of local
communities.
—

we know that many Melburnians strongly identify with their neighbourhoods and value their
characteristics. When people can access a range of services close to home and work they have
more time to do more of the thingstheyenjoy. People living in neighbourhoods that do not offer
convenient access to local shops, schools, parks and other local facilitiesoften face time pressures,
high levels of car dependency and additional costs in accessing services and getting to the places
they want to go. Walking,cycling and local public transport services are critical to well-functioning
neighbourhoods. The directions and initiatives for local accessibilityare addressed in the Transport

Chapter.

Strongand sustainable communities enioy amenities andsocial infrastructure, a rich social and

cultural life, voice and influence, and room to grow.“ The building blocks for social sustainabilityare

Figure XXX.

shown in
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A CITY OF 20-MINUTE NEIGHBOURHOODS
key part of our vision is the creation of a city of 20-minute neighbourhoods or ‘living locally’. It is
about the way we plan and develop areas at the local level so that people can access by walking,
cycling or using public transport ratherthan the private car a range of local services and facilities,
ideally within a 20-Minute travel time from home. While Melbourne has some 20-minute
neighbourhoods (mainly in inner-urban areas and areas close to larger Activity Centres), other
neighbourhoods lack convenient access to public transport or local services.

A

—

—

A number of overseas cities (such as Portland in the USA)

have adopted the 20~minute

neighbourhood approach. They emphasise using neighbourhood-‘level economic data to attract and

match businesses to local areas, and invest in better walking and cycling links in and between

neighbourhoods.
The 20—minute neighbourhood can create more cohesive and inclusive communities, vibrant local
economies, reduce social exclusion, improve health and wellbeing, promote a sense of place, reduce

travel costs and traffic congestion and-decrease Greenhouse Gas Emissions. Good local accessibility
3°

Woodcraft, S, Hackett, T and Lucia Caistor-Arendar, Design for Social Sustainability A frameworkfor creating thrivingnew
communities, 2011,p.21
—
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widens the choice in services as well as jobs. They also create opportunities to provide a greater
diversity of housing choices.

Living locally can be achieved by adding services and the population needed to support those
to existing urban areas and by improving mobilitychoices, particularly active transport
opportunities. It can also be achieved in our urban growth areas’ by designing new neighbourhoods
with sufficient densities to support local services and facilities,safe and attractive walking and cycle
paths and frequent and reliable localised public transport, such as buses. Attractiveand wellmaintained neighbourhood streets, footpaths and cycle paths encouragepeople to walk and cycle to
local destinations. They promote physical activity and community interaction, reduce social isolation
and loneliness, and enhance neighbourhood safety.
—

services

—

Figure xx shows what the 20-Minute Neighbourhood can entail.

Graphic 1:

The 20-Minute Neighbourhood

If 20-Minute neighbourhoods existed across Melbourne, it has been estimated by the Victorian
Department of Transport, Planning and Locallnfrastructure thataround 540,000 car trips could be
replaced by an increase of 150,000 bus trips and 390,000 walking and cycling trips on a typical day.
Along with shorter trips, this would result in a decrease of over 13 million car-based passenger
kilometres, an increase of 1 million bus passenger kilometresand an increase of over 3 million
kilometres by walking and cycling. overall, 20-Minute neighbourhoods could reduce our travel by 9
million passenger kilometres and reduce daily Greenhouse Gas Emissions by more than 370,000
tonnes. Refer to FigureXXX.
Tiers
at Drpti

figure xxx: cimgirg
Source:
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if 20-Minute iieignbourhooes existed across

DTPLI, 2013

HEALTHY NEIGHBOURHOODS
Few things matter as much as our health. Maintaining good health and getting the care we need
when we need it allows us to live long, fulfillinglives and to participate fully in our community”
Good health is also about the adequate provision of accessible health services.
—

—

places.

We want our neighbourhoods to be healthy and active
The relationship betweenwelldesigned communities and enhanced individual and community health is increasinglyrecognised
health professionals concerned with preventable chronic disease. While planning and transport

systems cannot tacklehealth issues alone, they can help make communities healthier.

by

»

Healthy communities produce a range of benefitsfor individuals, neighbourhoods and the entire
city. Communities with higher levels ofvoverall health and well-being produce flow-on benefitsfor
the city's economy in theform of higher productivity and stronger labour markets.
Healthy communities are:
0
active places thathave good quality public open space, accessible community facilitiesand
walkabledesigns that encourage active lifestylesand independent living
0
local places where local residents can access most of their basic needs, including access "to
childcare,schools, health professionais, shopping and fresh food
-

-

5’

The Victorian Health PrioritiesFramework2012-2022: Metropolitan Health Plan, May 2011
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safe places where residents feel safe, and are protected from harm, including harmful noise
and pollution
social places where meeting points provide opportunities for people to develop strong social
bonds outside of their immediate familyand workplaces
age—friendlyplaces where children, young people and older people are catered for with safe,
accessible pedestrian environments that connect to open space, local schools and facilities
well-designedplaces that avoid monotonous sameness by encouraging the development of
distinctive civic realms and public spaces that draw communities together.

a

—

0

-

0

—

0

~

ingredients of a Healthy Community

Figure 2
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MIXED USE NEIGHBOU RHOODS
Before zoningcontrols, Melbourne's neighbourhoods tended to develop with a greater mix of uses
and a wealth of local destinations. Newer suburbs have less variety of land uses and fewer mixed use
areas. Figure XX shows thatin 1951 less than 30 per cent of our city had fewer than five different
uses within 800 metres (roughly a 10 minute walk). By 2005 this had climbed to 90 per cent in the
newest suburbs.
Number of different uses within 800 metres, Melbourne 1951 and 2005

Figure 3
Source:

Grattan Institute, based on DPCD data

32

There are numerous benefitsof mixed use development including:
o

0
0

0

-

0
0

greater housing choice to cater for the life-cycle housing needs of different age groups and
household types;
greater social diversity;
reduced distances between housing, parks and community services, workplaces, shops,
businesses and other destinations;
a more compact, connected and efficient urban form which encourages walking and cycling and
sustains public transport services;
vibrant neighbourhood character and stronger sense of place;
pedestrian-and bicycle-friendlyenvironments which encourage more physical activity; and

improved passive surveillanceand safety.

Fl’gure4'
Source:

'

_

Urban’

'

Wyndhambendamerfiilagshldy

An average dwelling density below 20 dwellings per hectare results in a car-dependent
neighbourhood where fewer people choose to walk or cycle. An average density of more than 30
dwellings per hectare, on the other hand, can support a local bus service with bus stops within
convenient walking distance.“ This is important because access to public transport expands people's
choice of jobs beyond what is available in the local area.
A

32
33

Kelly J-F, Breadon P, Mares P, Ginnivan, L, Jaclson P, Gregsonl and Vlney, 8. Tomorrow's Suburbs, Grattan Institute, 2012.
UN Habitat, Urban Planning for City Leaders, 2"‘ Edition 2013
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VIBRANT NEIGHBOURHOOD ACTIVITY CENTRES
One of Melbourne's distinctive advantages is its high streets and specialised strips (termed ‘activity

centres’) where people can access a range of senlices and shops all at once. Within our residential
neighbourhoods there is often at least one local shopping centre (termed a neighbourhood activity
centre) within a 20-Minute walk, cycle or public transport trip from home. These centres of shops,
cafes, small supermarkets, service businesses, community services and public spaces serve the needs
of the surrounding community and provide a focus not only forjobs but also for social interaction
and community participation. They are an integral part of our city's vibrant community life and social
fabric at the neighbourhood level.
Planning of these neighbourhood activitycentres to maintain a low—scale ‘village’ character and feel
while enabling _a mix of goods and services is a key task for Councils working with their communities.
Opportunities for accommodatingadditional community based services, small business enterprises
and shop—top housing need to be encouraged within these neighbourhood activity centres.
Enhancing the quality of the public spaces and improving pedestrian and cycle access will also boost
the investment appeal and economic success of thesesmaller centres.

LOCAL GREENING
One of the most distinctive things about Melbourne is its networkof public parks. We love our public
gardens and natural open areas, but not all neighbourhoods enjoy equal access to green spaces.
Local public open space is a much~valued community resource which contributes to the iiveabilityof
our neighbourhoods. We will plan for more parks and high-quality public spaces at the
neighbourhood level. Enabling community groups to use these spaces for fundraising activities,
cultural events, farmers’ markets and other community-buildingpursuits will foster greater social
participation and a sense of community.

There is also potential for local communities to become more actively involved in greening their
neighbourhoods. This Strategy discusses the importance of greening Melbourne in both the
Environmentand Place and identity Chapters.

WELL SERVICED NEIGHBOURHOODS
Experience from around the world indicatesthatlocal services such as schools, public transport,
shops and community meeting places need to be provided at an early stage in a neighbourhood’s
development. Lags in the delivery of community services, especially health and education at the
neighbourhood level, can result in social isolation, lower VCE participation rates and health related
issues. There is also evidence to suggest a strong connection between the quality of social
infrastructure and community well-being. Providing this infrastructure will be particularlyimportant
in Melbourne's relatively disadvantaged areas which are mapped in Figure xx.
for Areas (semi, 2011“
We need to get better at delivering community services in a timely manner, especially at the
neighbourhood level. Neighbourhoods need to offer good access to a range of basic services and

The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) produces four different Socio-Economic Indexes for Area (SEIFA) which enables analysis of
different aspects of relative area disadvantage at the regional and municipal levels across Victoria.

3‘
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facilitiesincluding Early Years Centres”, primary and secondary schools, parks and sporting fields,
and medical centres. Connecting people to thesefacilitiesbyiproviding frequent public transport
services and safe and convenient pedestrian and cycle routes which avoid arterial roads,
wherever possible is integral to the delivery of a city of 20-Minute Neighbourhoods.
—

—

We will explore more innovative models of delivery, particularly in the urban growth areas, and
encourage greater co-location of specific services to maximise their accessibilityand adaptabilityas
community needs change. Establishing basic community services early in the development of new
neighourhoods will require more involvement from private sector providers and improvements in
the capacity of local government to deliver such services.

COMMUNITIES HELPING TO PLAN THEIR
NEIGHBOURHOODS
Ultimately neighbourhoods are about people, not bricks and mortar. Community engagement lies at
the heart of planning for sustainable and liveable neighbourhoods. Enabling people to have a say in
the planning and development of their local area is important, and it requires robust engagement
and governance strtictu res that balance the needs of all stakeholders for the broader public good.

Consultation processes should help communities understand that many of our neighbourhoods will
change over time, and that change can produce many community benefitswhen it is done well.

Productive partnerships between stakeholders and local government can develop when people work
togetherto identify where change should occur, the nature and scale of this change, and the
additional infrastructure and public improvements needed.

Establishing robust and transparent mechanisms for greater certainty in the planning and
development of our neighbourhoods can and must be delivered so thatlocal communities, Councils
and developers can work together for a better city.
Local government will continue to play a key role in planning for these neighbourhoods’ but will, in
some cases, need to be better resourced to take on thistask as more neighbourhoods experience
pressure for change.

Our

Plan for Neighbourhoods
Direction 3.1

Create a

City of 20-Minute Neighbourhoods

The Draft Strategy aims to create a city of 20.-minute neighbourhoods. Many areas of Melbourne
already offer a 20-minute neighbourhood experience. They have four critical factors in place:
sufficient population to attract businesses and services, a good walking environment, close proximity
to public transport and a centre to which people are attracted.
The range of services and facilitiesavailable in any neighbourhood is influenced by factors such as
the preferences of local people, planning controls and development densities. Communities need to

35

A recent example of thk concept is the Newport Gardens Early Vears Centre due to open in early 2014. It will incorporate childcare
birthto 6 years, four year old kindergarten, maternal child health, the Hobsons Bay toy library, Yooralia (early intervention services).
community rooms, familysupport services and other eariy years programs.

—
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be planned with large enough populations in a given ‘service catchment‘ to support local services
and jobs.
The Draft Strategy has Directions and Initiatives in the Housing chapter to encourage targeted infill
development of areas with insufficient population to support a 20-minute neighbourhood
experience. They include theestablishment of new housing and mixed-use zones, and planning
changes to encourage small-lot construction, infilland mixed-use development. Communities also
need to be planned in ways that make walking and cycling safe and convenient, and be supported by
accessible public transport. These elements of 20-minute neighbourhoods are addressed in the

Transport chapter.
The Strategy aims to create neighbourhoods with different densities that can cater for different
lifestyles and changing preferences as people age.
Initiative 3.1.1

Create mixed use neighbourhoods at varying densities

Delivering a mix of uses is as much about detailed design as overall zoning controls. In the future our
neighbourhoods will need to be able to adapt and change as the city grows. Neighbourhoods will
have to offer more choice in housing to accommodate a more diverse population, create
opportunities for local businesses and new jobs and deliver better access to local services and
facilities.
A greater variety of appropriate uses at the neighbourhood level will also mean improved access to
local services. The new residential zones for our city will go some way to providing a more flexible
approach to land use mix in our neighbourhoods, as well as encouraging more housing diversity.
However in areas earmarkedfor significant change we will need to devise a new approach to mixed
use zoning which will more effectively deliver truly mixed use neighbourhoods.
In the immediate term
0

Use the Mixed Use Zone to enable a greater mix of uses at varying densities in
locations such as within Significant Change Areas.

Initiative 3.1.2

appropriate

Support local government to plan and manage their neighbourhoods

Achievement of the 20-minute neighbourhood can be assisted by local government planning and
managing their neighbourhoods using the principles of:
o

improving walkabilityand safety to provide healthiercommunities

0

improving housing choice and diversity

.

usabilityand access to open space

.

improved local economic opportunities

-

adequate local services and infrastructure

o

access to

public transport.

The needs of local neighbourhoods vary across Melbourne and local government is best placed to
understand apply local solutions. This is evident in the many projects already undertaken by local
government to achievethis central plank of the Strategy further effort through targeted pilot
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projects.
In the immediate term
0

Establish a 20-minute Neighbourhood Fund [53 million over four years) to support local
government to undertake pilot projects withtheir community thatdemonstrate 20-minute

neighbourhood principles.

Initiative 3.1.3

Support a network of vibrant Neighbourhood Activity Centres

for,

The attributes of, and opportunities
Neighbourhood Activitycentres at thesmall scale vary
the
considerably across metropolitan area, which is one reason why local communities should lead
the planning of their own centres. In some instances, where centres are already well-developed or
communities are seeking to protect the unique characterof their centres (such as by protecting
heritage buildings or access to open space), they should be assisted in determining thedesired built

form outcomes.

Planning Neighbourhood Activity Centres that maintain their ‘village’ characterand feel, while
enabling a mix of goods and services, is a key role for local governments, working with their
communities. However, more can be done through the planning system to encourage local
governments and their communities to develop and energise these centres. This can include
accommodatingmore community-based services, small businesses and shop-top housing, and by
creating more open space. Enhancing the quality of public spaces and improving pedestrian and
cycie access also boosts the investment appeal and economic success of smaller centres.
We will put in place planning provisions to ensure communities have the capacity to shape their
Neighbourhood Activity Centres. The Draft Strategy proposes that after preparing a local housing
strategy and consulting with the community, local governments will be able to prepare and exhibita
planning scheme amendment to introduce mandatory height controls for Neighbourhood Activity
Centres.
in the immediate term

Amend the State Planning Policy Frameworkto ensure thatthe role of Neighbourhood Activity
Centres and village centres for retail, residential and mixed use is clearly articulated to assist

0

decision makers.

Develop a practice note for assessing retail applications to guide decision making, where a
permit is required, for shop and supermarkets in the reformed commercial zones.

0

“

0

0

Update the practice note and create planning tools to assist local government with planning
scheme amendmentsto introduce mandatory building height and local character controls in
Neighbourhood Activity Centres.
-Establish a fund ($6 million over four years) toassist local government in planning and managing
Neighbourhood Activity Centres including assessment of building height and local character to

inform application of local

mandatory controls.

In the immediate to_short term

Review relevant regulations and other obstacles deterring the use of upper level floor space in
neighbourhood activity centres for more residential, commercial, community-based uses and
workwith Councils to help unlock these underutilised spaces.
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Initiative 3.1.4 Measure and monitor the Iiveabilityof our

neighbourhoods

The Government has announced it will produce an interactive website for people to find information
about each of Melbourne's suburbs, including their population characteristicsand attributes that
reflect Iiveabilityand housing affordability. information like this helps people understand the
positives and negatives of different areas.
There are a range of factors we can measure which shape the iiveabilityof neighbourhoods and help
local governments and communities identify what needs to be done to enhance Iiveability.
TransferringIiveabilityindicators into a metropolitan-widegeographic information system database
will help local governments and communities understand the Iiveabilityissues affecting particular
areas. This database, which will be regularly updated, will also provide a valuable resource to inform
future local service delivery, local area improvements and other initiatives at the neighbourhood
scale.
In the immediate to short term
0

Work in

publish

collaboration with local governments and draw on local knowledge to prepare, map and
an

interactive Iiveabilityindex for Melbourne, which will be updated annually.

Direction 3.2

Create neighbourhoods that support

healthy lifestyles

Local government plays a leading role in creating healthy communities. The Victorian Public Health
and WellbeingAct 2008 specifies that it is- the task of Councils to protect, improve and promote
public health and wellbeing withinthe municipal district. They can do this by creating environments
that support the health of local community membersand strengthen the capacity of the community
and individuals to achieve better health; and by facilitatingand supporting local agencies whose
work has a positive impact on public health and the wellbeing of our communities.
Council Plans, Municipal Public Health and wellbeing Plans {MPHWP) and Councils’ Municipal
Strategic Statements (M55) are all required by statute, and are key statements for setting out
strategies about community health and wellbeing withinthe responsibilitiesof local government.
Increasinglylocal government is taking a broader whole-of-populationapproach to health planning.
Many councils are focusing on factorsthat create the conditions for good health and using new tools
to ensure planning for healthy communities takes place at all levels, ranging from the re-design of
local neighbourhood parks and streets through to the development of new neighbourhoods and
town centres.

As Melbourne grows, we will work with local governments and other stakeholders to create
healthier communities where people of all ages have the opportunity to lead active and healthy
lifestyles,and have access to high-quality health and community facilities.

Implement healthydesign guidelines

Initiative 3.2.1

In Victoria, initiatives that highlight the benefits of integrating health into planning (such as the
National Heart
Healthyby Design guidelines) are increasinglybeing used by local
governments to increase opportunities for people to be physicallyactive.

Foundation's

Vex Peps as 10:6

Internationally,New York City's Active Design Guidelines and theWorld Health Organisation's Age
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FriendlyCities guide, reflect the strong movement towards building health and wellbeingprinciples
into urban design. The National Heart Foundation is also developing tools to help local governments
plan for better health and community wellbeing outcomes across a range of local government policy
areas. Theseinclude access to public services, opportunities for physical activity,neighbourhood
amenity, sustainability,accessibility,transport and community safety. These tools will enable the
updated guidelines to form part of the assessment of planning approvals and the design of new
neighbourhoods.
In the immediate term

Strengthen the Victoria Planning Provisions to promote application of the principles of evidencebased healthand design guidelines (such as the Active Design Guidelines developed by the City

0

of New York and the National Heart Foundation's updated Healthyby Design guidelines)._

0

Develop tools (such as those developed by the National Heart Foundation) to inform the review
of the Precinct Structure Planning Guidelines and any future urban renewal structure planning
guidelines.

Initiatives 3.2.2

Ensure municipal public health and wellbeingplans inform and shape

municipal strategic statements
In

Victoria, all local councils are required to prepare council plans, municipal public health and

wellbeing plans (MPHWPS) and municipal strategic statements (M555). A local council's municipal
public health and wellbeingplan, which it must prepare every four years, must:
be consistent with its council plan and the land use plan required by the M55.
have regard to the current Victorian public health and wellbeing plan.
-

-

-

be reviewed annually.

Currently, a MPHWP must show how it aligns‘ with a MSS. However, there is no requirement for a
MSS to align with a MPHWP. We must give planning for healthand wellbeing more prominence, by
clearlyexpressing its place in council plans, and by ensuring that concern for community health and
wellbeing is integrated into a M55.
in the immediate term
0

introduce a Ministerial Direction under the Planning and EnvironmentAct 1987 to ensure that
municipal public health and wellbeingplans are used to inform and shape municipal strategic
statements.

0

Develop a HealthyCity Planning checklist based on the National Heart Foundations Health by
Design Guidelines to assist local councils in assessing development applications and designing
new neighbourhoods in terms of health and communitywellbeing.

Direction 3.3

Deliver social infrastructure to support strong
communities

We know from other cities around theworld that it takes more than good land use and transport
planning to build good neighbourhoods. There is a growing body of evidence thatthe economic and
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social benefits of providing community infrastructure far outweigh the costs of provision and result
in a

positive net return on investment.“

Essential social infrastructure in urban growth areas needs to be delivered early. Both the public and
private sectors have key roles to play in this, and also in the operation and maintenance of
communitybuildinginfrastructure. Many social services are delivered by not-for—profit organisations
which can find it hard to secure affordable floor space in new suburbs.
Social infrastructure encompasses all the facilities,services and networkswhich assist individuals,
families, groups and communities to meet their social, cultural and community needs. Space and
resources are also needed for community meeting places, life learning centres, neighbourhood
houses, Men's Sheds, volunteer centres and ‘welfare providers. in some cases there may be
opportunities to make the most of existing public facilities,such as using school buildings outs_ide
school hours and co-locating aged-care and child-mindingcentres.

Community services such as indoor sport facilities,aquatic centres, performing arts centres,
hospitals and tertiary education facilitiescannot be provided at a neighbourhood level, but all
neighbourhoods need good access to these things at a regional and subregional level.
Initiative 3.3.1 Coordinate a whole-of-governmentapproach to the deliveryrof education, health,
recreation and cultural facilities
All neighbourhoods need good access to primary, secondary and tertiary education institutions
(including special education services), arts infrastructure, hospitals and specialist medical services.
These major regional and subregional services and facilitiesmust be conveniently located.
Growth corridor plans have identified locations for education institutions in our developing suburbs.
But it is essential to coordinate investment so thatall types of social infrastructure are well-located,
and co-located with allied services and facilities.There is also scope to explore more innovative
types of education and health facilities,including the ‘vertical school’ and mixed-use health precincts
and higher education campuses.
In the immediate term
0

Require the independent planning authority,in consultation with relevant government agencies,
to provide advice on how government proposals (such as health and education infrastructure)

align with land use and transport objectives.

0

Develop models for multi-storey education and lifelong learning campuses and health precincts,
in consultation with relevant government agencies and the private sector.

Initiatives 3.3.2

Prioritise the delivery of social infrastructure to meet local needs

Appropriate social infrastructure should be delivered in a timely manner in all neighbourhoods
undergoing change. Current deficiencies in infrastructure in urban growth areas will need to be
given priority in the delivery process. Growth areas must get the facilitiesand services that help to
bring communities together schools, kindergartens, maternal child health centres (Early Years
Centres), parks and playgrounds early in the development process. Waiting until population
thresholds are met can undermine the abilityto form strong social networkswhen an area is forming
and ‘lock-in’ car—dependent travel patterns thatundermine the 20-Minute neighbourhood.
——

—

35

NationalGrowth Areas Alliance 2012, Community lnfrostructurefor Growth Areas, Technical Report (Elton consulting)
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Providing social support and social infrastructure at the outset can seem relatively unimportant
when a neighbourhood is forming, but can have far—reaching consequences. initially,temporary
spaces or buildings can be used, including developer display homes or demountables, ‘pop up’ parks
(as in Central Dandenong) and outreach services. Local government could prioritise with developers
so that neighbourhood-based community liaison staff can operate out of temporary facilities.
Infrastructure planning within established urban areas does not start from a blank canvas. There are
existing residential and commercial land uses and a wide variety of local community based
infrastructure in these areas. Better use of our legacy-of community infrastructure, such as the
conversion of former town halls to libraries and other cultural and community based uses, is all the
more important in light of potentially high land values and development costs. It's crucial that our
community places and buildings are planned and designed so thatthey have room to expand as our
population ages and different patterns of work and social life emerge.
In the immediate term
In consultation with the relevant government agencies and local councils develop a
methodologyfor funding the delivery of social infrastructure in a timely manner in both the
urban growth areas and established urban areas undergoing significant change.
'

in the short term
0

Explore more creative approaches to the design of our community spaces and buildings to make
them more adaptable to changing needs as our neighbourhoods age and evolve, and integrate
these approaches into our social infrastructure.

Initiative 3.3.3 Create health and community wellbeing precincts to meet the needs of residents
across Melbourne

Current planning scheme provisions for health and community wellbeing services and facilitiescan
create delays in the delivery of much-needed services to communities. onerous car parking
requirements, limitations on the numberof practitioners and other planning-related matters can
hinder the co-location of services and so stifle the synergies thatdevelop when various health and
wellbeing services operate in close proximity.

Co-located health and community services that are delivered locally can provide numerous benefits.
Health precincts help foster networks of health professionals and facilitatecoordinated care;
support training and research; and enable public, private and not-for-profit services to be combined
in a way that results in the most effective and integrated care and treatment for patients.
We will develop area based tailored solutions to better plan for health and communitywellbeing
services by creating the following:
Neighbourhood Health and Community wellbeing Precincts co-locate local health and
community wellbeing services such as general practitioners,allied health services, community
health facilitiesand not-for-profit health providers with good public transport access and close
to other community infrastructure at the neighbourhood level; and
0
Regional Health and Community wellbeing Precincts co-locate metropolitan and subregional
health and community wellbeing services such as hospitals (public and private), allied health
services and not—for-profit health providers within larger precincts well serviced by public
transport and other metropolitan/subregionalcommunity services, where possible.
—

—

case
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This approach will be availableto local governments and the independent planning authorityas part
of master planning, precinct structure planning and planning for major urban renewal sites.
In theimmediate term

Amend the PrecinctStructure Planning Guidelines to include the creation of health and

-

community wellbeing precincts.
Include health and communitywellbeing precincts in the State Planning Policy Framework,and
in any future urban renewal planning guidelines.
Review planning controls to facilitatethe establishment of health and communitywellbeing
services and the clustering of public, private and not-for-profit health and community wellbeing

-

0

services.
Establish a process where the Minister’ for Planning or independent planning authoritycan
streamline decision making on applications for major private hospitals.

0

Initiative 3.3.4
‘

Remove planning impediments to not-for-profit community services in the
planning system

Key community services are often delivered by not-for-profit community organisations. These
organisations offer services and support, build social capital and strong communities, and create
education and local work opportunities. The work of not-for-profit organisations provides many
long-term benefits, such as reducing the future costs of disadvantage and poor health.
However, -the abilityof not-for-profit organisations to operate in both established and growing

neighbourhoods is limited by the lack of affordable space, by building costs, and in some instances
by planning barriers to establishing services and delivering integrated responses between service
providers.
In the immediate term
-

Review the Precinct Structure Planning Guidelines to consider options for creating space for not-

for-profit organisations in Activity Centres, and shared space in community centres.
0

Investigate ways the planning system could assist not-for-profit organisations to locate in

neighbourhood activity centres or co-locate with othersimilar community seniices in other

suitable locations.

Initiative 3.3.5

Identify and secure suitable locations for cemeteries

While there is some suitable land in the form of undeveloped reserves for cemeteries in Melbourne,
the Department of Health reported in 2012 that some local government areas no longer have land
capacity for burials, and others are expected to exhaust their capacity before 2035. The report
identified the need for additional land for cemetery purposes in some designated growth areas, and
in the Eastern Subregion. There is also a need to cater for all faiths when planning for cemeteries:
different faiths may have different needs.

Consideration also needs to be given the selection of suitable sites for future cemeteries and
crematoria.
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In the immediate term

work with the Department of Health and cemetery trusts to identify additional land
requirements for cemetery purposes, and appropriate new locations for cemeteries and
crematoria, to serve future needs.

0

Involve communities in the delivery of local

Direction 3.4

green

parks and

neighbourhoods

Parksare a vital part of any well-planned city. Green leafy suburbs with local public open spaces are
beneficialfor mental health.”Theygive clty—dwe||ers a chance to enjoy natural environments, and
theyhelp to improve the quality of our air, water and soil. The Environment Chapter also contains
open space and greening initiatives.

Greening our neighbourhoods enhances beautyand quiet and provides more places where people
can meet, exercise and recreate. At the neighbourhood level local people can play a greater role in
the greening of their area. Involving residents in community landscaping and revegetation
opportunities such as community gardens, vegetable patches, play areas for children and greening
streetscapes with tree planting and nature strip gardens especially for 'traffic calming’ purposes
where roads are narrowed or bent improves local environments and enhances a sense of caring
for our neighbourhoods. Anotherway we can green our neighbourhoods and increase public _open
space is convert disused public land into parkland.
—

—

Initiative 3.4.1

Develop a networkof accessible high-quality local open spaces

Melbourne has a long legacy of open space planning. Generations of Melburnians have understood
the role parks and gardens play in shaping their neighbourhoods, and in the years to come therewill
be great scope for using parks as catalysts for community development and a means of bringing
communities togetherto help shape their area.

level, redevelopment of urban renewal precincts and the redevelopment of
surplusunderutilised government land will provide opportunities to plan for new open space. In
such as using school groundsout of school hours -4 can ease a
some areas practical solutions
shortage of public open space.
There is scope to explore more innovative ways of increasing local open space at the neighbourhood
level and funding its ongoing maintenance. As our city grows and we accommodate more people we
will need to increase thesheer quantity of public open space, as well as leisure, recreation and

At the neighbourhood

—

sporting facilities.
In the immediate term
0

Encourage local councils, in consultation with their communities, to explore possible new ways
of adding local open space areas in their municipalities, such as partial road closures, including
road space into local green space and converting underutilised or vacant government land into
parkland and public space.

In the immediate to short term
0

Request the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development (DEECD) to work with
the relevant agencies in developing shared use plans of their open space and recreation facilities
for all public schools.

37

Francis J, wood U, Knuiman M, Giles—Corti B. Quality or quantity? Exploring the relationship between Public
Open Space attributes and mental health in Perth, Western Australia. Social Science & Medicine 2012;74(10):157b—77.
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Initiative 3.4.2

Released under the Freedom of lnfonnationAct 1982

Encourage communitygardens and productive streetscapes

Community gardens first appeared in Melbourne in 1977, and today there are more than 50, with
more planned. In addition to growing vegetables, flowers, fruit and herbs, communitygardens
provide educational, personal, communal, and environmental benefits.
Melbourne's multicultural communities are a richisource of culturally diverse horticultural traditions
and skills. Establishing more communitygardens will give more Melburnians opportunities to share
skills and learn from their neighbours’ food—growing knowledge, increase social interaction and
community partnerships and produce local food for personal consumption or sale at local farmers’
markets.
Another way we can enhance thefood production capabilityof our city is by planting productive
trees along streets and in parkland. Planting trees that produce fruit and nuts which anyone can pick
and eat extends the concept of using public land for food production.
In the short term
0

Provide guidance and assess regulatory impediments to establishing, maintaining and operating
communitygardens and productive streets and parks at the neighbourhood level.
THE CASE: ‘WATCH OUT
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Case study

Healthy Together Wyndham
‘Creating a healthy city’
planning, designing and regulating the environments in which we
live. Well-planned neighbourhoods can increase the number of people who walk or cycle to shops,
schools, parks, services, facilitiesand public transport. This supports healthier lifestylesforiocal
residents, a more socially vibrant local neighbourhood and brings with it associated economic and
Planners play an essential role in

environmental benefits.

-

To address increasing rates of oveniveight and obesity in Wyndham,the HealthyTogether Wyndham
team is working towards creating a ‘HealthyCity’ and delivering strategies to decrease chronic
disease by taking a broader, who|e—of-population and sustainable approach which involves:
0

Working in places where people live, work and play
care

—

in workplaces,schools, kindergartens, child

centresand sports clubs

Focusing on factors that create the conditions for good health ensuring thatall residents have
access to healthy food, recreation opportunities, employment, housing, community services,
education and transport and reducing social exclusion, and limiting alcohol accessibility
0
Helping to deliver state-wide social marketinghéalth campaigns and programs such as Jamie's
Ministry of Food
0
Delivering healthy eating and exercise programs and
Increasing access to communitywellbeing services matched to its rapid growth
WyndhamCity is currently reviewingthreeof its key strategic documents the City Plan, the
Municipal Strategic Statement and the Municipal Public Health and wellbeing Plan to ensure
consistency in terms of its commitment to community health and wellbeing. The City is working to

0

—

—

embed health and wellbeing within the precinct structure planning process and looking for
opportunities to embed health into local planning policies and laws to encourage healthy eating and

physical activity.

Three developers Stockland, Lend Lease and Places Victoria plan to work with the City to embed
health principles into planning and design. The HealthyTogether Wyndham team is exploring with
PlacesVictoria opportunities to promote health within the master plan for its Riverwalk Town
Centre: in particular how to ‘design out’ fast food outlets and create shopping precincts that
encourages walking,cycling and social connection.
—

—

Healthy Together Wyndham shows how to connect the different strands of planning to create a
healthierfuture.
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Case study
Watch out for health, London

Supporting health impactassessment’
The London Spatial Plan considers not just the design of space, but the use of space by people. it has
a strong emphasis on promoting social inclusion and tackling deprivation and discrimination; the key
elements of the London Health Strategy are embedded in the London Spatial Plan (Cameron & Cave,
2002; Mayor of London, 2006).
The ‘Watch Out For Health’ Planning Checklist, initiated by the NHS London Healthy Urban
Development Unit, has been developed from Barton and Tsourou's (2000) WHO Healthy Cities
publication on healthy urban planning.

provides

The guide
a clear, comprehensive and useful health impact assessment tool to assist
planners in conducting a comprehensive assessment of potential health gains and risks associated
with planning policies and proposals, ranging from site—specific planning applications to regional and
sub—regiona| planning policies. The wide range of social determinants included in the checklist is
provided in Figure 4 below. Links to all relevant sections of the London Spatial Plan and related

issues for consideration are provided for each social determinant.

The watch out for health checklist shows provides a
considered in planning

I

practical check on ensuring health issues are
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TRANSPORT
Improve productivity and participation through an integrated multimodal transport system connecting people to jobs and services and

goods to markets.
Transport underpins the liveability,economic prosperity, efficiency and success of cities. Large cities
that are compact and have efficient transport infrastructure and services are among the most
efficient urban settlements.These cities do not arise by chance: they require careful planning and

management.
The effectiveness of our city's future transport system will depend on how well it accommodates
population growth, economic change and changes in land use. This chapter outlines the
Government's strategy to ensure our transport networks drive productivity for businesses, and social
and economic participation for»Melburnians. The Transport Integration Act 2010 requires an
integrated approach to land use and transport planning, and the Draft Metropolitan Planning
Strategy achievesthat.
The transport directions and initiatives in this chapter are designed to integrate with the land use
directions that are central to our Plan. These land use directions include:
o
promotingjob density to achieve productivity growth in the central city and in selected urban

‘nodes;
0
o
I

supporting urban renewal across Melbourne;
improving accessibilityfor outer urban residents, including in the growth corridors;
promoting stronger, healthiercommunities; and,
strengthening Melbourne's and Victoria's competitive advantages in freight and logistics,
tourism, education, agricultureand natural resources, manufacturingand knowledge based
services.

A TRANSPORT SYSTEM FOR A NEW ECONOMY
The changes to Melbourne's industry mix outlined in the Jobs and Investment chapter raise a
numberof transport challenges for the city. The first challengeis to provide sufficient capacity in the
transport system to ensure that people can access jobs in employment clusters as they grow, and
businesses in these clusters can access suitable labour markets. This is a particular challenge in the
central city, Victoria's most significant and productive job cluster, where rapid employment growth
is putting pressure on the transport system. Public transport, particularly trains and trams, will
continue to bethe best means of getting increasing numbersof people to work and other activities
in the central city, while car travel will be more important for Clusters in middle and outer
Melbourne.

Transport is also a challenge for national employment and innovation clusters like Monash, where
rail level crossings and congested arterial roads inhibitbus and car access. High quality road, bus and
rail services are

important to access employment agglomerationsin our middle and outer suburbs.
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The second major challenge is to maintain Victoria's competitive advantage in freight and logistics.
Victoria is the nation's leading state for freight and logistics as a result of good freight networks
providing access to well-priced industrial land for warehousing and logistics. Freight-reliant
industries, such as manufacturing,warehousing and wholesale trade, are increasinglyconcentrating
in the west, north and south-east.The transport needs of these industries are for greater orbital and
east-west movement on roads thatlink the key industrial precincts to each other and to interstate
and international gateways. Opportunities to make greater use of trains for freight movements also
need to be pursued.
The Port of Melbourne is a further example of Melbourne's competitive advantage in freight
handling 39 per cent of Australia's container trade in 2011-12. The numberof containers passing
through our ports is projected to grow from 2.58 million units in 2011-12 to over11 million units by
2050, driven by population growth and increasing internationaltrade. The Port of Melbourne will
not be able to handle the numberof containers beyond around 2025, so we are developing the Port
of Hastings as a new major port for Melbourne.

Balancing the needs of industry and the freight sector withthe needto protect the amenity and
liveabilityof neighbourhoods is also a challenge.
These challenges can be met by major city-shaping infrastructure investments, transport service
improvements and planning reforms that provide transport access and land availabilityfor
businesses.

POPULATION GROWTH WILL REQUIRE NEW
TRANSPORT PRIORITIES
Each weekday 12.6 million trips are made by residents of Melbourne. The average daily distance is
30 km per person. As Meibourne grows from its current 4 million people to about 6-7 million by
around 2050, the city will need to accommodate an additional 10 million person trips as day using a
road networkthatwill be largely the same as it is today. This growth means that, proportionally,our
reliance on public transport will need to increase.
In inner Melbourne, public transport, cycling and walking are already important. Public transport has
grown strongly in recent yea rs compared to private car use in the inner suburbs of Melbourne, while
on freeways and outer arterials car use is still increasing.
In the areas where it works best, we will support continued growth of public and active transport.
This will see long-term investment and better services on our public transport networks which will
also improve the integration of train, tram and bus services, and better link people to jobs and
services.

USING MELBOURNE’S TRANSPORT SYSTEM MORE
EFFICIENTLY
\

Melbourne has an extensive metropolitan rail networkthat provides good radial access to the
central city and major centres in the suburbs. We have an extensive road network across much of
the metropolitan area‘ thatincludes freeways, arterial roads and local roads. Arterial roads also carry

trams, buses, commuter cycling, freight and pedestrians.
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The arterial road network provides the basic urban development building block for access to
national employment and innovation clusters, Regional Service Centres, activity centres and other
job agglomerationsas well as neighbourhoods. It is also the infrastructure platform for trams,
buses, commuter cyciing, freight and pedestrians.
Our tram system is the largest in the world and the envy of other cities, many of which are now
building light rail systems. Tram and light rail complement heavy rail by providing mobilitythrough
the Central City and along major thoroughfares. Buses have not been as important in Melbourne's
public transport system in the past, but this is changing due to initiatives in recent years, including

the introduction of SmartBus.

These networkswork together as an integrated system with changes and improvement on one part
of the system having flow-oneffects to other parts.
Despite these strengths in our transport-systems, there are challenges that Melburnians are well
aware of, such as the growing peakcongestion problems on our roads and public transport services
and the lags in road capacity and pubiic transport service provision in fast growing outer suburbs.
There will be new challenges to our transport system as the city grows. The freeway network is
incomplete and new arterial roads are needed in outer metropolitan areas as they grow. The rail
system is hampered by overlapping lines and constraints, particularly in the City Loop, which is
causingdelays thatflow through the network. Average tram speeds have declined and the efficiency
of trams will depend on better management of the roads they operate on. Better management of
the road networkwill also maximise the flows of people and goods, ratherthanvehicles. Bus
services need to be simplified to make them easier to use. and better integrated with other public

transport.
infrastructure and services more efficiently. This will require
Governmentto provide balanced investments across the system, ensure new initiatives represent
value for money and deliver a maintenance regime that preserves the long term performance of our
we will need to use

our transport

transport assets.

DELIVERING A PIPELINE OF CITY SHAPING TRANSPORT
PROJECTS
plan for Melbourne will require city-shaping transport projects. The most significant of these
projects is East West Link, which will fix a majorgap in our freeway networkand provide significant
improvements in cross-city traffic movements and freight flows. The Melbourne Metro rail tunnel,
currently being planned, will provide a major uplift in the capacity of our rail system. This wili
generate benefitsto travellers across the whole network, creating the capacity for the new rail lines
and extensions proposed in the Network Development Plan: Metropolitan Rail.Development of the Port of Hastings will give our State essential port capacity for decadesto come,
and will be supported by other major freight and logistics improvements outlined in the
Government's freight and logistics plan Victoria: The Freightstate.
other programs will gradually transform our transport system over time, with reductions in the
number of level crossings in Melbourne, a more seamless and harmonised public transport network
with greater coverage, and improved travel choices for people living in outer Melbourne.
Our
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Our Plan for Transport
Direction 4.1

Transform the transport system to support

a more

productive central city
As outlined in other chapters on Housingand Jobs and Investment, Melbourne's central city and
immediate environs will continue to grow strongly in population and employment. The City of
Melbourne has the eighth fastest population growth of all Australian local governments and has
seen over 145,000 new jobs in the last two decades; This growth has not been confined to the CBD,‘
with Docklands and Southbankcontinuing to develop apace.
As part of the expansion of the central city we are also planning extensive commercial and
residential developments in the urban renewal precincts to the south west at Fishermans Bend, to
the northwest at Arden-Macaulay,and to the west at E-gate. This growth is important because it will

provide medium and higher density housing near the mostjob-rich parts of Melbourne and also
increase job density and job productivity.

Public transport will continue to be an important means of getting people to and around central
Melbourne, with trams and buses sharing road space with private vehicles. At the same time, the
availabilityof road space is often connected to the use of clearways on arterial roads. The
Government is releasing a discussion paper on clearways, and is seeking community views about
their use.
The growth and expansion of the central city brings three key transport challenges. The first is
providing metropolitan wide access to centra_|ly-locatedjobs in our city and allowing businesses to
access a deep pool of labour and customers. The second is improving travel'across and withinthe
expanded central city and inner Melbourne neighbourhoods. Finally we need to keep cross-city and
bypass traffic out of the central city.

Figure XX: Expanded Cemral
integrated transport and land use project
Demand for road travel from east to west across our metropolis is expected to grow by 38 per cent
between now and 2031 to 440,000 trips a day. The freight task in Melbourne is also growing fast and
is almost entirely a road task at present. The freight task is forecast to increase from around 15
billiontonne kilometresin 2012 to around 33 billiontonne kilometres in 2046. We currently have no
alternative to the M1 for direct cross-city road connections, with particular implications for freight
vehicles due to their heavy reliance on the freeway network.
Initiative 4.1.1 Build the East West Link as an

_

The East West Link will be an 18 km freeway connecting the Eastern Freeway to the M80 Ring Road
to the west of the Maribyrnong River. This city shaping project will transform the way people move
around Melbourne, help alleviate our reliance on the M1 corridor for east-west road connections
and provide greater resilience in the transport network. It will significantly increase the efficiency of
Melbourne's freight network through a new high capacity connection to export gateways and freight
precincts. The East West Link will provide a number of major benefitsto our city. By providing a
cross-city route, the link will reduce the numberof vehicles on central arterial roads and local
.

streets.

This major project will be carried out in stages. The first will link the Eastern Freeway at Hoddle
74lPeg:.~:
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Street via a tunnel to CityLink at Parkville.This stage will reduce the daily queues where the Eastern
Freeway abruptly ends at Hoddle Street. Recent studies have shown that most of this traffic is trying
to get acrosstown, not into the CBD. The project will also improve access via CityLinkto the M1, the
Port of Melbourne, Melbourne Airport and the M80/Hume Freeway.

The liveabilityand amenity of the inner north will be improved, making it easier for people to move
around and creating opportunities for streetscape and land use improvements. It will allow us to
provide greater on-road priority for Doncaster (DART) bus services, with better access to the CBD.
The tunnel will reduce traffic on Alexandra Parade allowing greater access for public transport to the
CBD from the north, improved cycling routes and better pedestrian access.
In subsequent stages, the East West Link will significantlyimprove freight access to the Port of
Melbourne and freight precincts, reducing the number of trucks using local streets. It will also
provide a major boost to the urban renewal of the Brook|yn—Tottenham industrial precinct, through
much better road access.
In the immediate and short term
0

0

Commence construction of East West Link Stage 1 in 2014, including Eastern Freeway widening
between Hoddle Street and Tram Road, and managed motorways between Hoddle Street and
Springvale Road, with a construction period of about five years.

Upgrade tram routes that cross the East West Link alignment and investigate whether some

streets, such as Brunswick Street and Smith Street, could be transformed to promote trams,
walking and cycling and better integrate with the surrounding urban area.

initiative 4.1.2

Move towards a

metro-stylerail system, starting with Melbourne Metro

There has been an unprecedented 70 per cent growth in train patronage in the last decade, largely
accommodated through efficiency improvements on existing infrastructure. Strong growth is set to
continue, with patronage forecast to double to 1.7 million trips each weekday.by 2031. However,
many parts of our metropolitan rail network are at (or near) capacity. This is particularly so for the
lines to Werribee, Sunbury, Craigieburn and Dandenong: these not only serve established urban
areas, but the growing populations in our urban growth areas.

metro-style rail system of independent lines that don't
share tracks; use modern, high-capacity signalling systems; use next-generation trains that carry
more people; and have simple, frequent timetables that facilitateinterchanging with other trains,

We need to transform the raii network into a

trams and

buses.

Fifteen new X'Trapo|is trains have been ordered, of which the first seven have entered service,
providing immediate capacity increases. Procurement planning for the next generation trains is

underway.
Regional Rail Link is separating regional services from metropolitan services in the west. when it is
completed in 2016, it will-create capacity for an extra 23 metropolitan and 10 regional services
during each morning and evening peak period. This means capacity for an additional 54,000
passenger trips each day.
The next major step will be the Melbourne Metro rail tunnel, a nine-kilometretunnel from South
Kensington to South Yarra, linking the Sunbury and Dandenong rail lines. Melbourne Metro will be
able to carry an extra 20,000 peopleinto central Melbourne in peak hour, bringing major
productivity gains to the Central City from increased job density and access to workers, attracting
7S|Page
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firms that would otherwise locate outside Victoria.
Melbourne Metro will also support an expanded central city through provisiongof new stations and
associated development. It will enable a major commercial hub to be established at Arden, support
the rapidly growing ParkvilleNational Employment Cluster and underpin ongoing development at
Domain.

’

These changes to create a metro system will double Melbourne's rail capacity with benefits
experienced by travellers right across the train network and major benefitsto the economy.
In theimmediateand short term
0

Continue to seek a genuine partnership with the Commonwealthto deliver the Melbourne
Metro rail tunnel ‘project.
.

0

0

-

0

Complete planning for a metro system, including planning of rail links to Rowville, Doncaster and
Melbourne Airport.
Following completion of the Regional Rail Link, increase services on the Craigiebu rn, Werribee,
Sunbury, Ballarat, Melton, Bendigo and Geelong-lines.
Commence construction of the Melbourne Metro rail tunnel with 60 new high capacity trains
and high capacity signallingalong the Sunshine to Dandenong corridor.
Start transforming Melbourne's 100-year-old signalling system by introducing on the
Sandringham Line a modern high capacitysignalling system thatallows trains to safely run closer
together.
Expand services on the South Morang and Hurstbridge lines withthe installation of high capacity
signalling and duplication of the single line from Rosanna to Heidelberg.
'

--

0
0
-

Secure land reservations for rail extensions to Doncaster and Rowville.

Upgrade rolling stock on the Belgrave, Lilydale, Glen Waverley and Alamein lines.
Deliver the Melbourne Metro rail tunnel project.

In the medium term
-

Commence construction of rail links to Rowville, Doncaster and Melbourne Airport.

0

Continue to deliver more trains on the rail network.

0
0

Continue to roll out high capacity signalling across the rail network.
Deliver a program of rail line upgrades and extensions across the metropolitan rail network,
including assessing feasibilityof a second rail tunnel from Clifton Hill to Fishermans Bend.

Initiative 4.1.3 Improve tram travel times, capacity and reliabilityand extend the tram network
into key urban renewal precincts

Melbourne has the largest tram networkin the world but it is also one of the slowest with about 80
per cent of the network sharing road space with general traffic. Areas thathave experienced
significant development in recent years, such as Sydney Road and Chapel Street, have tram speeds
as low as 6 km/h at busy times of the day.
Over 10,000 business to business trips are taken dailyby tram. This shows the vital role trams play in
the economy of central Melbourne. As our city grows and changes, the tram networkwill be
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enhanced with improved travel times, realigned routes and expansions into major urban renewal
areas.

Ultimately,improved tram travel times and reliabilitycan only be achieved and sustained through
right-of-way. Over time, Melbourne's tram system will be gradually
rail
transformed into a light
system with right-of-way; low-floor, high-capacityvehicles; more realtrams operating in their own

time information;and level-access stops.

This transformation is already underway with 50 new low-floor, high-capacity E Class trams being
progressively delivered, and withan option for another 60 being preserved. These trams will be able
to carry an additional 10,500 people on the tram network at any time, and will feature improved
comfort and safety. Upgrades to routes 112 and 96 will ensure that thefull benefit‘of the new trams
can be realised. The Route 96 Project is currently undergoing community consultation and is
exploring options for improving existing infrastructure and services, including investigating new
level-access tram stops, segregatingtrams and general traffic, tram priority at traffic signals, and
connections with trains and buses.
In the immediate term
0

0

0

Develop a road—use strategy to ensure trams and buses can operate efficientlyalongside other
vehicles, particularly as land use changes.
Improve inner-Melbourne tram reliabilitywith a range of measures that give trams greater
priority on the road network (such as greater physical separation from other road users and
improved technology to manage traffic flows).
Better serve the growing western end of the city by realigning selected St Kilda Road services
using a new Park Street South Melbourne link, and extending the Collins Street tram line further
into Docklands.

0

'

Deliver 50 new low-floor, high—capacity trams.

In the short term
0

0

o

Extend tram lines to E-Gate and Fishermans Bend and investigate the feasibilityof completing
the missing tram link between Dynon and Footscray.
Upgrade tram corridors in the Cities of Melbourne, Port Phillip and Yarra to light rail standard in
accordancewiththeRoad Use Strategy and improve services and connections tothe Parkville
knowledge cluster and the new metro rail station

Upgrade to light rail standard further routes identified in the Road Use Strategy, focussing on
those with highest patronage and greatest people—moving potential.

Initiative 4.1.4 Support growing areas of the Central City by strengtheningthe bus services to and
around central Melbourne

Melbourne's bus patronage grew by 56 per cent in the seven years to mid 2012 as service
improvements have been rolled out. These improvements will continue.
The bus network in inner Melbourne provides niche services to fill gaps in areas not covered" by_tram
and train services. These tend to be inner orbital services, or radial services in corridors that do not
have a rail or tram services (such as Doncaster). Buses can also provide interim inner city services
until demand grows for new tram extensions.
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As the city develops and demand grows we will deliver a range of upgrades to the inner city bus
network to make routes more direct and provide on-road priority to improve frequency,reliability
and travel times.
In the immediate term
0

0

Plan services to better meet patronage demand and ensure new timetables better connect with
trams and trains, as well as improve real-time passenger information and stops on a numberof
key inner-city routes.
Pilot new intelligent transport systems such as dynamic overhead lane management,to enable
buses to travel faster and more reliably between Carlton and Kew along Johnston Street-Princess
Street and Hoddle Street-Punt Road, and improve services on the inner city orbital routes.

In theshort term
-

a

0

Enhance Doncaster (DART) bus services in inner Melbourne to take advantage of the

opportunities provided by East West Link.
Improve on-road priority on more streets including western routes from the city to Footscray
and Sunshine, following the results of the pilot on Johnston Street—Princess Street.
Extend and improve Nightrider services to serve a 24/7city.
.

Initiative 4.1.5

Support walking and cycling in central Melbourne

Cycling is growing as a means of getting to and from inner Melbourne, and many cyclists are
commuting to work. Cycling to work has increased by 5 per cent each year over the last 10 years and
is projected to continue to grow.

The Government's cycling strategy, Cycling into the Future 2013-23, is deveioping routes that
provide safer access to key destinations in the central city. We have already begun work on the
DarebinCreek Trail, the Main Yarra Trailand the Jim Stynes Bridge that connects Docklands withthe
CBD.

Pedestrian access is integral to the functioning of the city, and an important complement to the
transport system for the many short trips people make in central Melbourne, including trips to
public transport stops. Two thirds of all trips in the City of Melbourne are on foot, and over a third of
these are business trips. We will work with inner city councils to give pedestrians greater priority on
key walking routes to and around the central city and inner Melbourne. The ultimate networkwill
provide a high quality connected cycling networkfor the expanded central city with additional eastwest and north-southconnections, delivering in parallel with land use change.
In the immediate to short term
0

0

-

Identify key pedestrian routes in the Central City and improve pedestrian crossing times and
footpaths, and implement the new guidelines for 40 km/hpedestrian zones in areas where there
is a high risk to pedestrian safety.
Work with local governments to identify and progressively develop strategic cycling corridors
that provide cyclists with safe and separated cycling access to and around the Central City.
Continue to progressively develop strategic cycling corridors that provide cyclists with safe and
separated cycling access to and around the Central City.
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Improve access to job-rich areas across Melbourne and
strengthen transport networks in existing suburbs

Around 60 per cent of Melburnians live in our middle suburbs and 50 per cent work there. The
transport task in these middle suburbs is complex due to the dispersed nature of suburban jobs.
This transport task involves extensive radial and circumferential movements.
Transport improvements will be vital in supporting suburban employment growth at job-rich
locations as well as areas with employment growth potential. Some of these job-rich areas are part
of our national employment and innovation clusters accommodatinghigher education institutions,
such as the universities of Melbourne, Monash and La Trobe.Transport improvements to these
clusters will also improve student access.

Additional sites for urban renewal and development in the established urban areas will be integrated
into the existing transport network,with permeable road networksand effective public transport
connections. Developmentalong transport corridors will be supported by transport service
improvements. SmartBus will be central to improving circumferential access to these areas.
Initiative 4.2.1 Plan the North East Link

_

The proposed.North East Link will connect the M80 Ring Road at Greensborough to the Eastern
Freeway. it will improve access to employment across Melbourne by linkingpeople to job rich areas
(including the national employment and innovation clusters in the north and south east) and
providing a better connection between the northern growth corridor and the South Eastern suburbs.
North East Link will also enhance Victoria's freight competitiveness, providing a more efficient road
transport link for major industrial areas and intermodal terminals across the city. It will also improve
local amenity. It will provide additional orbital capacity in the freight network connecting the
growing western, northern and south eastern freight, logistics and industrial precincts; and improve
includingtheexpanding Port of Hastings and
high capacity connections to major export
industrial areas and industries in Gippsland.

gateways,

Opportunities to improve land use, amenity and the broader transport network will be explored as
part of planning the link. This is a medium to long term project for our city.
In the immediate term
0

-

Consider options for a North East Link connecting the M80 Ring Road to the Eastern
Freeway/EastLink.
As part of North East Link planning, investigate options for improved access to the La Trobe
Employment Cluster and adjacentbusiness parks.

Initiative 4.2.2 Improve access to suburban job clusters by creating an expanded, simpler, more
legible bus network
Buses are the main public transport option in many parts of Melbourne. However, many bus
services have indirect routes and highly variable frequencies and operating times. We will transform
bus services from a complex set of winding routes into a network that is simpler to understand and
use. Busservices will be restructured into a hierarchy of three services:
0

Premium services will be an expansion on the existing SmartBus network operating at 20
minute minimum service levels over a long span of hours. Higher demand routes will
operate at 10 minute minimum service levels during the day and evening on weekdays, and

during daytime on weekends.
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connector services will provide direct access to the premium network and activity centres,
as well as providing local travel. These services will operate at 20 minute minimum service
levels in morning and afternoon peaks.
Neighbourhood services will provide more localised bus services and fill gaps between
Premium and Connector routes.

Most Melburnians will live within 800 metres of a Con nector or Premium service.

In the immediate to short term
0

0

0

0

o

Commencethe transformation of bus service into a three tier network, starting with the outer
western, outer northern, outer south eastern and bayside suburbs, and provide better
information including improved way-findingand real time service information.This will include
improving sections of the SmartBus route between Sunshine and Mentone, and services along
Blackburnand Springvale Roads to a ten minute frequency at key times.
As part of the new bus franchise agreement, reallocate services to better meet demand for
access to job clusters including Monash, Melbourne Airport, Latrobe University, Footscray and
Sunshine.
Continue with the introduction of low floor buses and better stops and road crossing facilitiesto
improve bus accessibility,particularly for those who have personal mobilitydifficulties.
Provide greater on—road priority for buses, starting with approaches to interchanges and along
BlackburnRoad. This work wiil continue into the medium term on the bus routes between
Greensborough and Tullamarine, Rowvilleand Monash, Dandenong and Ringwood, Springvale
Road, Warrigal Road and key routes serving Latrobe University.
Continue to improve and adjust service levels to best meet demand and regularly reviewthe
network to ensure that services provided offer the best value for money. This includes upgrading
premiumand connector services to higher frequencies, and upgrade connector services to a
premium service level based on potential to grow patronage. Neighbourhood services will also
be improved in terms of their frequency and efficiency.»

Initiative 4.2.3 I-larmonise public transport services across trains, trams and buses, to provide
access to job rich areas in the suburbs

The efficiency, simplicity and quality of connections between public transport modes can make a
major difference to people's willingnessto use public transport
Timetables of train, tram and bus services will be progressively harmonised to make transfers
between them easier and faster. To achievethis, services need to be reliable and easy to use,
timetables need to be rearranged and major interchanges need to be improved. These changes will
.provide better network connectivity and enable public transport to be a genuine choice for a wider
range of trips.

Major multi-modal interchanges will be upgraded to improve traveller amenity. Better information,
including improved way-findingand real-time service information, is being rolled out at major
stations.

'

‘

The Draft Strategy includes Initiatives to create demand along targeted corridors that will in future
need improved transport services. In the medium to longer term, this will mean delivering enhanced
passenger rail in radial corridors, through projects such as the Rowville extension, and improved
SmartBus services in circumferential corridors. Land use changes and transport demand will be
carefully planned for and monitored along these corridors, so that high-quality, reliable public
80lF'eg_>;e
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transport services can be maintained and improved.
The premium networkof public transport services for 2025 and 2050 is shown in

msism
*****» tllififiair
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Mai

teaser

In the immediate to short term

Simplify and progressively harmonise frequencies to improve connections across public

-

transport services.

starting with
Upgrade multi-modal interchanges that provide access to key job clusters,and
and

-

Springvale, Blackburn (as part of grade separation projects), Huntingdale

Sunshine,

a

new station at Southland.

Improve connections between national employment and innovation clusters and key
interchanges, starting with buses from Blackburnand Huntingdaie RailwayStations to Monash
University and Latrobe University to Reservoir Station, including upgrading bus interchanges at

0

these stations
0

Significantlyimprove on-road priority for trams and buses serving employment clusters,
includingpiloting new measures and technology along Blackburn Road and at the Sunshine
interchange, and completing the tram route 85 upgrade to light rail standard.

In the short term
0

-

Commence a range of tram improvements to create a better integrated network, including
extending tram lines to Malvern and Glen iris Stations, and improve facilitiesfor passenger

transfers and tram track layouts at Caulfield station, St Kilda Junction and the Toorak Road
terminus.
Improve access to the Latrobe Heidelberg national employment and innovation cluster by
introducing high capacity signalling on the Clifton Hill Group, duplicating the Heidelberg
Rosanna |ine,_ and improving connecting bus services.
Continue to improve public transport interchanges. This will include Clayton and Ormond
Stations as part of planned grade separations that will benefitservices to the Monash national
employment and innovation cluster.
—

—

0

initiative 4.2.4 Facilitatedevelopment and drive investment through strategic removal of level

crossings
Melbourne has over 180 level crossings on the metropolitan rail network. At crossings with large
numbers of trains and high volumes of road traffic there can be major delays and safety concerns.
Melbourne is the only Australian city thatis facing a level crossing problem on this scale.
A number of the most congested level crossings are at high value iocations that are potentially
provide significant local and user benefits should the level
attractiveto developers and

crossing be removed.

could

The Government is removing level crossings at Rooks Road Mitcham, Mitcham Road Mitcham,
Springvale Road Springvale; and removing two crossings at Anderson Road Sunshine. An on—going
program of removals will be developed that maximises investment opportunities and contributes to
urban development and employmentgrowth in the suburbs. We will approach the market to sound
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value-capture opportunities related to a priority list of level crossing removals.
Various projects may be bundled together to make them more attractive investment options.

out interest in

In the immediate term

Accelerate the removal of level crossings through innovative funding arrangements that include
contributionsfrom private sector partners interested in development rights, and other
beneficiariesof removing level crossings.

0

Continue to

0

rail line.

plan and seek'Co'mmonwealthfunding to abolish level crossings on the Dandenong

In the short term

Commence early works to remove level crossings at Main Road St Albans, Blackburn Road
Blackburn, Mountain Highway Bayswater, Scoresby Road Bayswater, North Road Ormond, Burke
Road Glen Iris, and Murrumbeena Road Murrumbeena.
Develop a further pipeline of level crossing removal projects for delivery in the medium to long

0

0

term.

Figiirexz Level crossingrremoval by2025'
Initiative 4.2.5 Develop the road system in the suburbs to improve connections across Melbourne
The arterial road network provides the foundation for private and public transport across our
suburbs. The network connects people to places and activitiesand supports businesses to efficiently
move goods and deliver services. The ongoing development and maintenance of this networkwill
supportexisting and emerging national employment and innovation clusters, Regional Service
Centres, activity centres and other areas with high or growing job densities.
The existing road network creates a numberof challenges, such as limited Yarra River crossings and
constraints on arterials in the middle suburbs. A program of network development projects will be
developed to support the growth of existing and emergingjob-rich areas across the metropolitan
area. Targeted development of thenetworkwill help address existing issues and accommodatethe
demand associated with projected growth in Melbourne.
In the Immediate to short term
A

0

0

0

Duplicate the Chandler Highway Bridge to enhance Yarra River crossings, upgrade the Calder

Park Drive/Calder Freeway interchange, complete construction of theDingleybypass and
advance plans for a connectionbetweenthe Dingley bypass and the Mornington Peninsula
Freeway at Springvaie Road.
Deliver the Westall Road extension from Princes Highway to Monash Freeway to improve
connectivity and support the Monash national innovation and employment cluster.
.Complete the missing section of Dingley Bypass between the South Gippsland Highway and the
South Gippsland Freeway.

Direction 4.3

Improve transport infrastructure and services in
Melbourne's newer suburbs

Provision of transport services has not kept up with population growth in outer Melbourne,
contributing to lower levels of accessibilityin these iocations to services and jobs. This is reflected in
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higher rates of car ownership and a high proportion of household income devoted to transport,
partly due to a lackof transport options.
The Metropolitan Planning Strategy will substantially improve public transport service levels in
established outer-urban areas and urban-growth areas, particularly bus service availability,to
provide people with an alternative to using private cars. Arterial road capacity will also be improved,
which will improve travel times, reliabilityand safety.
initiative 4.3.1

improve roads in growth areas and outer suburbs

Arterial roads in our city's growth areas and existing outer urban areas-connectpeople and freight to

jobs, local services, activity areas, recreational facilitiesand community centres.

We will deliver a number of arterial and freeway network improvements and upgrades in growth
areas and outer suburbs. This will invoive priority upgrades in the short term, to be followed by
subsequent upgrades, which will respond to urban development in growth areas and transport

demand.
In the immediate to short term
0

Commence duplication,widening and intersection and interchange upgrades to arterial roads in
established outer suburbs and growth areas. These will include Cooper St, Epping; Dohertys
Road, Brooklyn?; Hallam Road South, Hallam; Plenty Road (2 sections), South Morang???;,

Epping Road, Epping; Napoleon Road,....?; Westbrook Drive,...?; Sneydes Road, Werribeeand
Princess Freeway West interchange, O’Herns Road and Hume freeway interchange, Epping;
Palmers Road, Thompsons Road, ...?; and Ca rdinia Road,

Metaomme

o

Commence the reservation of land for future arterial roads and upgrades in the urban growth
outer suburbs.

areas and

Initiative 4.3.2 Improve outer suburban rail and bus networks

Many areas in the outer suburbs are currently not well-served by public transport. We will work to

backlog in delivering bus services to outer suburbs and extend and enhance the rail
network. Recent enhancements made to the bus networkhave added more than 3,000 _week|y bus
service trips since 2011, including expanding services in outer suburbs such as the Point Cook and
Werribeelareas.These enhancements will continue across Melbourne.

overcome the

The introduction of new services will be prioritised on bus routes identified in Growth Area corridor
plans. Where infrastructure or a critical mass of housing is not in place, we will trial the
implementation of interim public transport routes.
About 40 per cent of Melbourne's rail passengers access train stations by car, with a highershare in
outer and growth areas, meaning car parking facilitiesare important in these stations. Selected
stations with good road access will be supported by expanded Park+Ridefacilities,where it is cost-

effective.
In the immediate to short term
0

Expand bus servicesin all growth areas so that most residents live within 800 metres of either a
premium or connector service. This includes the introduction of connector services from
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Werribee to Wyndham Vale Station, Mt Ridley to'Craigieburn Railwaystation,Epping North to
Epping Station, Mernda to University Hill via South Morang station, and a north-southservice
between the Cranbourne and Pakenham lines.‘
0

areasithat

Trial the implementation of interim routes in
are in early- stages of development.
Permanent routes will be introduced when there is sufficient passenger demand and
appropriate road infrastructure is in place.

Improve access to the rail network by building Caroline Springs railwaystation and develop Park
and Ride and bike cage facilitiesin outer suburbs.

0

0

Secure rail reservations for planned extensions and duplications in growth areas at Melton,
Wallan (including Upfield to Roxburgh Park),Mernda, Wollert, Clyde, Baxter and Wyndham Vale
to Werribee, and deliver these extensions in the medium to long term.

Initiative 4.3.3 Assist the private sector to assess the potential for ferry services in the west of
Port

Phillip

as Brisbane and Sydney have developed water taxi and ferry services as part of their
urban transport system, to take people to and from work and tourists to key destinations of interest.
Melbourne is also a city of waterways and bays, with potential to connect people tojobs and
services in the Central City via a Port Phillipferry service.

Cities such

withthe rapid growth of population in thewestern Subregion, there is a pressing need to explore all
transport options between the west and the Central City. The Government will assist the private
sector in exploring the potential for a ferry service from the western suburbs to Docklands. This
could drive a range of benefitsthrough integrated transport and urban planning including
opportunities for jobs, tourism and economic development of coastal communitiesand
neighbourhoods at ferry stops, in particular at Docklands, WerribeeSouth or Point Cook. it could
also increase Iiveabilityand the investment attraction of vibrant waterfront districts and

neighbourhoods.
In early 2013, we released the Melbourne Ferries BackgroundStudy Discussion Paper, providing a
preliminary review of key operational considerations for commuter ferry services for Melbourne's
west. A final report will be completed later in 2013.
In the immediate term
0

-

Undertake furtherwork to address speed limit and access arrangements on the Yarra River for
commercial ferry operations.
Assess speed limit and access arrangements around thewider Port

Phillip Bay area.

Explore possible ferry berthlocations in Docklands,Williamstown, Altona, Point Cook, Werribee
South, Portarlington and Greater Geelong, and any environmental and access issues associated

with these locations.
o

Provide a funding contribution to a suitable ferry berthand associated infrastructure at Point
Cook and at Collins Landing or Harbour Esplanade.

Direction 4.4

improve local transport options to increase social and
economic participation

Good quality neighbourhood travel options help people reach a wide range of local services and
activitieswithin 20 minutes, supporting social inclusion and wellbeing and helping build strong
communities. Many of our daily trips are short, and can be taken by walking or cycling. Thirty-eight

84|Pa-5,2

MINISTERIAL ADVISORYcommunes cam MPS_AUGUST 2013

Released under the Freedom oflnfonnationAct 1982

per cent of trips in Australian cities are less than three kilometres”. The more people walk and cycle
in their neighbourhood, the more likelythey are to interactwith their neighbours, and to use local
services and shops, helping build stronger communities. The way we _design and redevelop
neighbourhoods influences how much people walk and cycle”.

Most people will be able to use premium and connector public transport services as an option for
neighbourhood travel. However, some members of the community will benefitfrom a more
targeted and specialised service that meets their neighbourhood travel needs. Currently many
existing bus services are not well utilised indicating thatwe are not currently meeting community
travel needs. Our new premium and connector public transport networks need to be complemented
by a range of neighbourhood services tailored to community needs.
Initiative 4.4.1 Make neighbourhoods pedestrian friendly

Research from the past 20 years"'°shows that walking increases when more pedestrian routes or
connections are provided in a given area. Plentiful walking paths and connections create shorter
walking distances, and a greater choice of routes. Improving the pedestrian environment in existing
areas can be achieved by the creation of quality pedestrian links and short-cuts.

identifying local Principal pedestrian networks is important for the development and promotion of
walking for transport, as theyprovide clear guidance on those parts of the road network where
greater emphasis on pedestrian movements is needed.
Principal pedestrian networks can be integrated with SmartRoads to provide greater priority to
pedestrians where it is needed.
in the immediate term
Continue to construct new walking and cycling bridge crossings for major roads, freeways,

0

railways and waterways.

0

0

0
0

0

Work withlocal governments and institutions in National Employment Clusters, Metropolitan
Service Centres, Activity Centres and other job-rich centres to provide better footpaths, shade
trees and reduced delay at ‘pedestrian crossing points.
Usedevelopment contribution plan funds to deliver pedestrian improvements in areas
earmarkedfor urban renewal and higher-densitydevelopment.
Improve pedestrian access to public transport services.
Assistlocal governments and their communities to identify and develop principal pedestrian
networks in their areas.
Use lower speed limits in mixed-use and residential neighbourhoods in accordance with the new
guidelines for 40 km/hpedestrian zones.

Initiative 4.4.2 Create a network of high-quality cycling links

Cycling benefitscities and their residents in many ways. Cycling is affordable, sustainable and
improves healthand wellbeing. Many parts of Melbourne are relatively flat, making cycling an ideal
mode of transport. Many neighbourhoods in Melbourne are experiencinggrowth in thenumbers of

"StanIeyJK, Hensher DA & Loader C 2011, ‘Road transport and climate change: stepping off the greenhouse gas’,

'

Transportation Research Part A: Policy and Practice, Volume 45, Issue 10, pp. 1020-1030
“Wood L, Frank LD 8: Giles-Corti B 2010, ‘Sense of community and its relationship with walking and neighbourhood
design’, Social Science & Medicine 70, pp. 1381-1390
“Moudon AV, Lee C, Cheadle AD, Garvin C, Rd DB, Schmid TL & Weathers RD 2007, ’Attributes of environments supporting
walking’, Am J Health Promotion, May-Jun 2007, 21(5), pp. 443-59
'
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people cycling, particularly neighbourhoods close to theCentral City and tertiary education
campuses.
We need to support this growth in cycling in suburban Melbourne, to major nodes and for local
movement. There are good opportunities to do this as part of new or upgraded road and rail
infrastructure, such as the new Sunshine-«to-Albionbike path being constructed as part of the
Regional Rail Link.

VicRoads has identified bicycle priority routes, which include routes targeted for greater separation
from othervehicles. These routes focus on key destinations and will be expanded to include National

Employment Clusters and Metropolitan Service Centres.
In the immediate term
0

0

Implement, with the assistance of local governments and relevant government agencies,
Victoria's cycling strategy Cycling into thefuture 2013-23.
Complete the Darebin Creek Trail through construction of the Darebin Bridge and associated
trail works to complete one of the key missing links in Melbourne's bike network.

0

Upgrade the Box Hi||—to——Ringwood shared cycle and walkingpath.

0

Complete the next stage of the Federation Bike Trail to Yarraville.

_

-

Continue to update bicycle priority routes across Melbourne, to ensure investment decisions
deliver high-quality cycling links between employment areas, National Employment Clusters and

Metropolitan Service Centres.

-

Amend the PrecinctStructure Planning Guidelines to better plan for children and families in
suburbs to ride bikes locally, and particularly to schools.

new

Initiative 4.4.3 Better connect people to local places and services
We will provide neighbourhood bus services that give access to key locations such as activity
centres, health precincts, educational facilitiesand recreational areas. To supplement these services
and provide a more frequent level of service we will broaden the range of neighbourhood transport
options. These will include taxis, community buses, and vehicles owned by community organisations
and local councils. Many of these existing community transport vehicles are underused and poorly
coordinated with other services. As highlighted in the Taxi Industry Inquiry report (2012),taxi
services could be used to play a larger role such as providing bus-like services if they are properly
planned, communicated and integrated.
Local organisations are best placed to respond to local travel needs. We will support local
community efforts to create new locally-based, responsive models of neighbourhood transport. We
will assist byremoving-regulatory and other impediments, provide advice on social enterprise and
other modeis of transport governance, provide informationand advice about travel demand and
market needs, and assist with planning and coordination with mainstream public transport services.
In the immediate to short term
0

Complete the rollout of hourly frequencies on neighbourhood bus routes where there is
sufficient demand and where buses are the most cost effective mode.
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Review opportunities for more effectively integrating neighbourhood bus services with taxis and
community transport services into a neighbourhood public transport service and identify the
most appropriate delivery models for such integration.

0

Increase frequencies of local services as demand grows.

-

Improve the efficiency of freight networkswhile
protecting urban amenity

Direction 4.5

Convenient and affordable access to the goods that people use and consume every day is a vital
component of the liveabilityof any city. Melbourne is particularly well served by an effective freight
and logistics sector that is a key component of the city's economy. Our city has a range of
competitive advantages in freight and logistics that will be built on, including a strong supply of wellpriced industrial land, efficient and well-located freight precincts with good transport links, an
efficient capital city port with capacity to grow for a further decade, and two curfew free

international airports.

Managing growth in the freight task sustainably is the overarching freight challenge for Melbourne
in coming years. The Freight State, to be released in late 2013 is the Government's 40 year freight
and logistics plan. Development of this plan has highlighted a number of strategic directions that
require action through the Draft Strategy, and in particular the need to identify and protect key sites
and transport corridors for future development to accommodate projected growth.
The three following
0

assumptions underpin the actions in Victoria: The Freight State:

Ensuring the abilityof businesses to efficientlyaccess and service marketsinterstate and
vital to the economy of the city and the State.
Implementing measures that enhance the efficiency of movement of goods on Melbourne's
road and rail networkwillremain important to Melbourne's development.
Providing new infrastructure capacity where bottlenecks develop or where efficiency
measures have been exhausted will be critical in future years as the size of the freight task

overseas is
0

-

grows.

The Draft Strategy supports delivery of the freight and logistics agenda in all three areas.
Initiative 4.5.1 Improve the efficiency of road freight connections

The Government has a long term vision for the development of an efficient and effective road freight
networkfor Melbourne, involving three major new links in our city's orbital and cross-city freeway
network, and upgrades to arterial roads. As well as construction of the East West Road Link and the
North East Link, we will expand and improve the efficiency of the M80 Ring Road. In the longer term,
progressive construction of the Outer Metropolitan Ring Road] E6 Transport Corridor will provide
additional orbital road capacity to accommodate planned expansion of Melbourne to the north and
west.

upgrading roads, innovative tools such as managed motorways have been used very
successfully in the M1 and M80 Ring Road upgrades, incorporating a numberof active traffic

As well

as

management tools such as ramp metering, lane use management, variabiespeed limits and traveller
information.
In addition to construction of East West Link Stage 1 in the immediate term
0

Continue widening’ and upgrading the M80 Ring Road, incorporating managed motorway
technology to improve traffic flows.
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Expand managed motorways technology to other major freeways.
Maintaining protection of theouter Metropolitan Ring Road / E6 Transport Corridor reservation
and its links to the proposed Western Interstate Freight Terminal.

Initiative 4.5.2 Increase the volume of freight carried on rail

Intermodal terminals enable freight to be transferred from truck to train and vice versa, using the
of the freightjourney. we will work with rail freight.
customers, rail and road operators, ports, local governments and relevant authoritiesto ensure that
Victoria has adequate intermodal terminal capacity, both in the regional areas and metropolitan
Melbourne, to 2050 and beyond.
most efficient mode in different parts

There is strong private sector interest in investing in and operating elements of a proposed
Metropolitan Intermodal System (MIS) in Melbourne, to relieve pressure on the key road
connections to the ports. We will continue to work with the private sector to encourage initiation of
intermodal system services, including confirmationof preferred terminal sites, rail network
connections and access, an efficient and reliable port interface, and adequate land that is zoned to
allow high volume freight customers to locate adjacentto intermodal terminals.

Additionalrail capacity will be needed onthe Dandenong rail corridor to provide an efficient
connection with a possibie intermodal terminal in_ Melbourne's south-east, on a site to be
investigated with interested private sector parties. A future south-eastrail link would facilitaterail
access to the Port of Hastings and provide a separate access route for V/Line trains from Gippsland,
freeing up existing lines for additional metropolitan train services.
in the immediate term
0

c

Encourage the initiation of port rail shuttle operations by the private sector as part of a
Metropolitan Intermodal system.
Progress investigations and a business case for a south-east rail link to provide a dedicated rail
line between Dandenong and Dynon for freight and V/Line trains, as part of planning for a rail

connection to the Port of Hastings.

Initiative 4.5.3 Manage the impacts of freight movements on urban amenity
The Government recognises that in dense urban environments, it is critical to ensure that an_
appropriate balance is struck between freight delivery efficiency and the potential amenity impacts
associated with these movements (such as emissions, noise and crashes).

Through appropriate management and investment in preferred freight routes, it is possible to
reduce the need for freight vehicles to use local roads. The Government will continue to work with

industry to identify and prioritise key routes for protection and investment on the principal freight
network, managedthrough the SmartRoads framework.
Victoria: The Freight State also recognises the need to better manage how freight vehicles access
locai roads by improving consistency between local government areas. A review of current
arrangements across Melbourne is already underway, in partnership withthe newly established
Ministerial Freight Advisory Council. withthis new informationthe Government, local governments
and industry will, for the first time,'have a clearer, shared understanding of the true scope and detail
of the iast-kilometreaccess challenge on which to develop and implement action.
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A more consistent and informed approach to land use planning in relation to freight precincts and
corridors is also required, to ensure that sensitive land uses are not located or designed in such a
so—cal|ed
way thatwould expose people to unacceptable amenityimpacts. Planning and
benefitof
have
thedual
for
can
and
urban
example,
buffer zones between freight precincts
areas,
providing industry certainty overland use and maintaining urban amenity for residents. The use of
planning controls, and emerging buildingcontrols, could also assist in better protecting industry and
residents.

protecting

In the immediate term

Work with local governments and industry to trial supply chain stakeholder forums that focus on
improved efficiency of deliveries and reducing local amenity impacts these could address
issues for the CBD and other significant suburban Activity Centres.

0

-

0

-

-

Support local governments and industry to develop, trial or evaluate freight operator recognition
schemes, similarto those used successfully in London for both operators and receivers. The
focus would be on supporting improved efficiency of deliveries whilst reducing amenity impacts.
Work with local governments to encourage development of consistent arrangements for freight
access to local roads which maximise efficiency whilst balancing amenityimpacts.
Consistent with Victoria: The Freight State, investigate applying specific zones and buffer
protections, similar to those already in place for parts and airports, to other state significant
freight facilitiesand precincts.

in the immediate to short term
0

Ensure investment in the arterial road network in metropolitan Melbourne improves the level of
service for freight, to reduce pressure for the diversion of freight transport onto local roads.

Direction 4.6

Increase the capacity and accessibilityof ports, interstate

rail terminals and airports
The Government attaches high priority to securing adequate gateway capacity for moving
passengers and freight in and out of Victoria. Our seaports and airports are the main gateways to
Melbourne from interstate and overseas and key economic assets for the state. In coming years, our
ports and airports are expected to continue to experience major growth and change.
Port of Melbourne is Australia's largest container and general cargo port, handling 37 per cent of the
nation's container trade in 2011-12. Container movements at the Port of Melbourne are expected to
grow at 4-5 per cent a year on average in coming decades. Station Pier at the Port is also a popular
Australian cruise shipping port of call. Each cruise ship visit contributes, on average, $1 million to
Victoria's economy.

Our airports are handling large increases in business and personal air travel as well as in high-value
air freight. Air passenger numbers are expected to double in the next 20 years, and double again in
50 years. Airfreight is playing an increasing role in facilitatingMelbourne's trade, particularly for high
value, time sensitive comr_nodities,'such as fresh produce bound for growing Asian markets. It will
be important to protect our current curfew—free airports, support their expansion, plan for a
potential third airport to serve the long term needs of south east Melbourne and Gippsland, and

provide sufficient road and public transport access to each airport.
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Initiative 4.6.1 Ensure sufficient sea port capacity with efficient landside access

The Government has announced a $1.6 billionPort Capacity Project to create additional capacity at

the Port of Melbourne. The Government has also allocated $110 million to accelerate the

development of the Port of Hastings to create needed capacity to supplement the Port of Melbourne
from the mid-2020s. This Part is already an operating commercial port and has access to over 3000
hectares of land zoned for port-related use, direct deep water access and is close to shipping lanes.
To support the development of the Port of Hastings we-will ensure that key rail and road links are
adequate to deal with additional container movements. In addition to preserving a transport
corridor along the Western Port Highway for enhanced rail.and road connections to the Port of
Hastings, we will also investigate options for a south-eastrail link.
In the immediate term
0

Expand Port of Melbourne container capacity to enable it to handle up to 5.1 million containers,
forecast to be needed in the mid-2020s, and progress Port of Hastings planning to accommodate

containers by 2025.
-

Preservea transport corridor for the Port of Hastings along the Western Port'Highway corridor
for both road and rail connections.

In the short term
'0

Develop container handling infrastructure at the Port of Hastings ready for operations to begin
by‘2025.

Initiative 4.6.2 Plan for the Western Interstate Freight Terminal and the proposed
Donnybrook/Beveridge Interstate Freight Terminal

The Government is planning a replacementfacilityfor the South Dynon Interstate Rail Terminal
beyond 2020.A pre-feasibilitystudy is being conducted for a new, larger and more efficient Western
Interstate Freight Terminal at Truganina to the west of Melbourne, closer to customers operating
‘large warehousing and distribution centres and servicing both regime! and interstate markets.The
Western Interstate Freight Terminal will significantly improve the capacity of interstate freight
transport connecting to and from Melbourne and allow the eventual creation of an interstate rail
bypass of central Melbourne, to relieve road and rail congestion pressures on the inner parts of the
transport network.
We will develop a business case for an upgrade of capacity at the existing Dynon Rail Freight
Terminal to ensure efficient capacity is availableuntil the mid-2020s, when the Western Interstate
Freight Terminal is expected to be operational.

We will also investigate the-potentialiong—term ‘role of the proposed Beveridge Interstate Freight
Terminal. In conjunction with the development of this northern interstate terminal and the western
.interstate freight terminal, we will progressiv_ely.deve|op an interstate rail bypass of Melbourne
using the Outer Metropolitan Ring corridor.
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In the immediate term
0
0

0

Upgrade the Dynon Rail Freight Terminal to provide additional short term capacity.
Complete a business case and funding application to the Commonwealth to investigate potential
land and rail corridor options for the Western Interstate Freight Terminal.
Assess the potential long term role of the Beveridge precinct as an interstatefreight gateway,
and progress the planning for land and transport corridor protection.

Initiative 4.6.3 Ensure sufficient airport capacity, withefficientlandside access for passengers and

freight
Melbourne's airports are major economic assets and vital to the vibrancy and growth of the city. We
have two curfew free international airports (Melbourne and Avalon),giving us a significant
competitive advantage in air passenger services and airfreight.
Melbourne Airport is currently our primary national and international gateway for air passengers
and airfreight. It handled 28 million passengers in 2011-12 and 31 per cent of Australia's total
airfreight. In late 2012, Melbourne Airport announced its preferred new third runway to be
provided within 10 years. By 2050 it is expected that Melbourne Airport will be developing its fourth
and final runway. A major new freight terminal precinct will be developed to the east of the existing
aircraft maintenance precinct, with access to the M80 Ring Road and theTullamarineand Calder

Freeways.

Airport and non-airport related businesses are also expected to grow significantlyon land withinthe
Airport boundary and in surrounding areas such as Essendon Airport and Tullamarine. This may
create opportunities to develop tailored business and housing developments which benefitfrom
proximity to airport facilities.
Over the coming decades, Avalon Airport will increase its role as a passenger gateway serving
Melbourne,-Geelong and western Victoria. The airport will be planning to further develop its
passenger and airfreight terminals to _su pport its long term developmentbeyond 2050.

Considering the longer term, we will identify and reserve an appropriate site
to serve the growing needs of south-eastMelbourne and Gippsland.

for a new third airport

In the immediate term
0

Clarify within the State Planning Policy Framework,the role and function of Melbourne's airports
Melbourne, Essendon, Avalon, Moorabbin and the potential south-east airport.

—

0

0

0

-

Support the efficient on-road operation of the SkyBus service to Melbourne Airport.

Identify and protect future transport corridor options for access to Melbourne Airport, including
completion of planning for a rail link.
Complete planning for the preservation of a transport corridor to Avalon Airport.
Investigate potential sites for a new airport to serve the long—term needs of south-east
Melbourne and Gippsland.
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Investigate the opportunities for an 'aero town’ concept to support business and hotel
accommodationat one of Melbourne's international airports including the potential south east

0
'

airport.

Case study
Smart buses

’Improving bus services"
SmartBus is a premium bus service that has been designed to complement Melbourne's radial train
and tram network, by providing ‘cross-town’connections along major arterial roads to train stations,
tram lines, schools, universities, hospitals, shopping centres and other activity centres.

SmartBus services run more often and for longer hours than most bus services. They are also more
reliable and have faster journey times because of a combinationof road priority and the use of
smart technology. SmartBus services run ‘direct’ and sometimes ‘limited stop’ along major arterial
roads making journey times shorter and journeys more direct for passengers.
Bus-train interchanges also have real-time information on SmartBus and train arrival times, making
journey transitions smoother.All SmartBus stops provide local area maps and stop specific
-

timetables.

SmartBuses have been extremely successful in increasing bus patronage. The popularity of SmartBus
shows that public transport users will use buses when routes are direct, run regularly and connect
with other transport modes and key destinations. For example, substantial bus route upgrades
(notably SmartBus and DART). The new and upgraded SmartBus and DART routes accounted for
approximatelyone third (35%) of route bus patronage increase for year-ended December 2011.

$r_n_artBuses show how buses can play a better role in Melbourne's transport system
_
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ENVIRONMENT
Protect our natural assets and ensure a sustainable and
environment in the face of a changing climate

more

resilient

Our city's liveabilityis influenced by the health and beautyof our natural environment. There are
many things we can do to enhance the beautyand iiveabilityof Melbourne's urban areas as well as
its green wedges and environmentally diverse peri-urban areas. Locking in an urban boundary is
crucial. Creating a green interface to our metropolis that helps define where the city ends and the
countryside begins will safeguard biodiversity in non—urban areas. It will also secure the future use of
those areas for agriculture and agri-business, recreation and open space, tourism,‘heritageand
landscape conservation, waste management operations and alternative energy

production.

There is widespread agreement that our planet's climate is changing due to a wide range of natural
and human factors.The World Health Organisation (WHO) and other agencies now recognise that
climate change is not simply an environmental or developmental issue it is a significant and
emerging threat to human health and wellbeing.
—

key challenge is to position Melbourne as a world-leading city thatis resilient to environmental
impacts arising from growth pressures and other physical challenges such as a changing climate.

A

ADAPTING TO A CHANGING CLIMATE
Climate adaptation is about taking deliberate steps to manage the potential impacts of a changing
climate on our lifestyles, our health and wellbeing, our environments, our infrastructure and our
economy. Projected changes include:
0
more days over 35 °C and higher annual mean temperature
0
reduced average rainfall and stream flows, and fewer but heavier rainfall days
-

possible sea level rise and storm surges.

These projections suggest an increased risk of bushfires, heatwaves, floods, drought and sea level
rise as well as coastal impacts.
The Victorian Climate Change Adaptation Plan outlines arrangements for the preparation of riskmanagementstrategiesfor public assets and services. It ensures that disaster resiliencestrategies
are being implemented, and that government policies and programs encourage climate resilience
and adaptive capacity. It is possible for Melbourne to retain its high level of liveabilityand reduce its
greenhouse gas emissions. New planning tools and innovative infrastructurewill help lower our
vulnerability,reduce the risks and adapt better to our Melbourne's changing climate. Managing risks
and adapting to climate change must be a shared responsibility,involving all levelsof government
and business, communities and individuals.
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MAKING THE TRANSITION TO A LOW-CARBON CITY
Climate changemitigation refers to the actions we can take to prevent significant changes to our
climate. It is widely recognised thatAustralia must substantially reduce its Greenhouse Gas
emissions in line withinternationalefforts to mitigate the risks of dangerous climate change. Though
Australia only generates 1.5 per cent -of global greenhouse gas emissions, on a per capita basis it is
one of theworld's largest polluters. Australia's per capita CO2 emissions are nearly twice the OECD
average and more than four times the global average." The main sources of Australia's greenhouse
gas emissions are shown in figure

Figure 5

National Greenhouse gas Inventory, 2011"

A city's level of Greenhouse Gas Emissions is partly a function of its urban structure. Transport emits
about 16 per cent of Victoria's total greenhouse gases, with motor vehiclesresponsiblefor almost 90
per cent of our land transport emissions. In compact cities with shorter travel distances, walking and
cycling are easier and the provision of public transport services is more economical. We will need to
change both the way we travel and the emissions performance of our transport modes. A numberof
initiatives throughout this Plan will help transform Melbourne into a low-carbon city.

We will reinforce an urban structure which aligns housing,jobs and public transport through urban
renewal, transit orientated development, residential growth zones in close proximity to the principal
public transport network. This has both environmental and economic benefits by reducing trip
length,travel time and cost. Urban renewal and growth in designated precincts can create a more
energy efficient city. Actions withinthe Jobs and Investment, Housing and Transport chapters
identify whatwe will do.
'

MAINTAINING HEALTHY ECOSYSTEMSAND
BIODIVERSITY FROM CATCHMENT TO COAST
Melbourne, like all cities, depends on arange of natural processes to function. At the same time, the
natural systems around the city depend on us caring for the condition of our land, waterways and
vegetation, and supporting healthy habitats. This will become more challenging as the city grows. It
will be important that we maintain the health of urban waterways, enhance our biodiversity values
and ensure a carefully balanced approach to our coastal areas that safeguards the environment
while allowing a variety of land uses.

Melbourne's peri-urban areas are ecologically diverse encompassing areas of local, state, national
and international environmental significance. This hinterland supports nationallylisted species such
as the growling grass frog, golden sun moth, striped legless lizard, spiny rice-flower and matted flaxlily. It includes the natural temperate grasslands of the Victorian Volcanic Plain and grassy eucalypt
woodland. It contains a numberof national parks including the Yarra Ranges, Dandenong Ranges and
Mornington Peninsula-Point Cook Coastal Park. It also includes internationallyrecognised wetlands
under the Ramsar Convention (such as Western Port, the Edithvale-Seaford Wetlands and the

‘1
‘Z

www.carbonneutral.com.au[c|imate—changezaustralian-emissions.htmI
Australian Government, Department of Climate Change and Energy Efficiency,Australia's Emissions Projections 2012
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Western TreatmentPlant at Werribee). Refer to Figure X shows the areas of natural value within the
Melbourne Region.

‘x:

Melbourne

PROTECTING OUR NATURAL ENVlRONMENT AND
EXPANDING OUR GREEN SPACES
Melburnians cherish their major public open spaces and want to see them protected. They also want
legacy of great parks and beautifulpublic gardens is continued

to ensure that as the city grows its

into the future.

The generous parks and reserves of our Central. City are not typical of the broader metropolitan
area. Although there are many significant parks in middle and outer areas, increasing population
density will place even greater demands on green spaces. We must plan a future city that provides
equitable access to green spaces and natural environments so thatall Melburnians can enjoy their
benefits.Refer to Figure XX

Figure xx: Major Open Spaces

Sou rce: VEAC, 2011;DTP1.l, 2013

important contribution to individual and oommunity health,
and education, and play an important role in Melbourne's distinctiveness and liveability.For all
these reasons we must develop an integrated vision for our parks, bays and watenrvays that supports
Our parks and green spaces make an

environmentai health and recreational and tourist access.

if we protect the biodiversity and natural landscapes of our metropolis we will strengthen our
capacity to respond to present and future environmental challenges.

REDUCING THE

IMPACTS or POLLUTION

Pollution of our air, water and soil affects our lives, health and wellbeing. Pollution can also detract
from the attractiveness of places. Urban pollution is estimated to account for more deaths across
the country thantheroad toll.” Motor vehicles are thechief source of air pollution in our city and
have the greatest impact on urban air quality and human health. Emissions from industry and
combustion canalso pose a health risk. Children and the eiderly are particularly sensitive to the
exposure of air pollution.
Environmental noise can impact on people's quality of life through sleep disturbance, reduced
productivity at work or school, stress, anxiety and other physical effects. Traffic noise is the major
noise source within our city and yet Melbourne's noise levels have not changed substantially over
the last 20 years despite increases in traffic and population.

'3

Begg-S, Vos T, Barker 3, Stevenson C, Stanley L. Lopez A. '1'he Burden of disease and injury in Australia’: 2003, in the shine of the
2011, and ParliamentaryInqniry into EnvironmentalDesign and Public Health p.15

Environment Report
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‘Stormwater pollution is a significant problem facing our city's rivers and creeks. Stormwater washes
14,000 tonnes of sediment and 650 tonnes of nutrients, such as nitrogen from fertiliser, into the
Yarra each year, as well as litter, heavy metals and bacteria. This contributes between 50~and 60 per
cent of the total contaminant load into the bay each year. A denser, more contained andcompact
city form will need more water, and more innovative ways of capturing and re-using it. At the same
time, we need to enable greater permeabilityof rainwater into the ground to sustain our ecological

systems.

Our Plan for the Environment
Reduce the consequences of extreme climate events and
related environmental risks
The nature of the Victorian climate and landscape is such that some communities living within
Direction 5.1

Melbourne and its peri-urban area will continue to be threatened by natural disasters. Extreme
events are likely to increase in frequency and severity as a result of climate change“, including
bushfire, river and creek flooding, heatwaves and coastal inundation clue to sea level rise.

Map 1:

Sea level rise

Extreme events in urban areas can cause significant costs to the community including loss of life,
direct damage to property and infrastructure, indirectdamage arising from disruption of normal
social and economic activities, lifestyleand health impacts“, loss of amenity and adverse impacts on
business. They also have the potential to harm Melbourne's economy by disrupting the operation of
urban infrastructure, threatening major food growing areas and water catchments or slowing down
the tourism industry.
Initiative 5.1.1

Identify ‘at-risk areas’ and reduce their vulnerability

The recommendationsof the 2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission provide a model for
planning for other risks includingflooding, heatwaves and sea level rise.

The risk of flooding will continue to be unavoidable for some Melbourne communities. Over the 40year life of the Strategy, thecombinationof climate change and land-use intensification will
continue to magnify river bank flooding, flash flooding and coastal inundation. A combinationof
good planning, better water cycle management, improvements in urban infrastructure and building
design can ‘minimise the impacts and costs.
Heatwaves can also significantlyaffect people's health and activities as well as ca using damage or
disruption to critical infrastructure. Climate change is predicted to increase average annual
temperatures, increase overnight minimums, and result in more frequent heatwaves.
As part of ongoing implementation of the Victorian ‘ClimateChange Adaptation~PIan in the
immediate term
0

u

Update the planning system to

achieve

The Climate Commission reports thatto
climate stabilityby the second half of this century, GREENHOUSE GAS emissions must
be reduced to close_ to zero by 1050.
45
increased temperatures and the frequency of bushfires and dust storms can also add to Melbourne's air quality pressures (see
Direction E5}.
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incorporate hazard resilience principles into Victorian planning schemes to improve
integrated risk management;
identify extreme risk locations as part of all rezoning and strategic planning, and ensure

»

development is appropriate in high hazard areas; and
ensure residential code(5) incorporate haza rd-ready standards to stimulate appropriate
design responses for proposals not subject to haza rd-related overlays.

-

In the immediate to short term
0

0

0

Develop and implement a statewide coastal risk management plan to identify coastal hazards
and threats to assets and services on coastal crown land, prioritise risks and propose
management measures for the highest risks.
Design public spaces to withstandand quickly recover from flooding, coastal inundation and

other hazards while maintainingtheiramenity and wider urban functions.
Ensure zoning and buffers are built into planning systems for those areas prone to bushfires and
flood.

Initiative 5.1.2 Cool Melbourne by greening buildings, roads and open space, and planting urban
forests
Urban development typically creates warmer conditions. Known as the” urban heat island" effect
(UH|}, this warming is caused by the replacementof vegetated areas with buildings, roads and other
impervious surfaces which reduce evaporative cooling, slow the release of heat overnight, and retain
hot air trapped in spaces between buildings.

Graphic 2:

Urban heat island

As our city grows we will need to implementdesign measures to ‘cool’ our environment. These can
include increased urban greening and better use of urban stormwater, water-sensitive design,
greening building roof areas and innovative approaches to greening buildings more generally,
especially in areas where density is increasing. Master planning urban development of greenfield
sites and urban renewal precincts creates opportunities to integrate urban and yvater planning
initiatives.
‘

Unless such responsive design measuresare implemented as urban
global warmingwill become more intense.

density increases, the effects of

In the immediate term
0

Develop urban design and infrastructure guidelines such as a 'cooling the city’ response plan
for the whole metropolitan area with the aim of ameliorating urban heat extremes and
avoiding urban heat island impacts.

In the short term
0
Update residential civic and employment precinct guidelines to include:
standards for tree canopies;
-

-»

—

—

water management to support urban

greening;

the use of permeable pavements and building material surfaces with thermal cooling
properties; and
urban layouts that make use of natural ventilationto flush heat traps.
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In the medium term
1

work with local counciis to achieve canopy trees in at least half of all streets and roads and
tree canopy or ground cover vegetation in at least 40 per cent of civic spaces.

Direction 5.2

Protect and restore natural habitats

Melbourne enjoys a rich natural amenity in its landscapes, waterways, foreshores and bays. This

legacy exists becauseearlier generations understood the importance of open space and the
relationships between nature, liveabilityand people's health and wellbeing. As our city continues to
grow and change, it is critical that we continue to plan and deliver an integrated networkof

accessible open space and natural habitatsthat meet the needs of residents, workers and visitors,
while adequately protecting native flora and fauna.

The government's Biodiversity Conservation Strategy aims to manage the impacts of development of
Melbourne's urban growth corridors for the next 30 to 40 years“. It protects species and provides
certainty for developers in their planning and decision-making.
In addition to implementing the Biodiversity Conservation Strategy, there are opportunities to
increase connectivity between natural areas, to facilitatespecies movement and greater genetic
diversity within our native flora and fauna populations, and to improve their persistence in areas
beyond the metropolitan boundary.

Initiative 5.2.1

increase the

protection and restoration of biodiversity

areas

There are many areas across the metropolitan area where vegetation can be protected and
restored. On public land, these include parks, waterways, road verges and wetlands (such as the
western shoreline of Port Phillip, the Edithvale—Seaford Wetlands and at Western Port). On private
land, landholders in Melbourne's non-urban areas are already permanentlyconserving the
biodiversity values of their land throughvoluntary statutory covenants. Over 3,000 ha are already
protected, and the numberof landholderswishing to covenant their land is growing.
V

The government's Biodiversity Conservation Strategy identifies large, permanently protected areas
outside the growth corridors, and a networkof smaller, permanentlyprotected areas both within
and outside the growth corridors. It includes objectives to prevent any further deterioration of
threatened flora, and to maintain sustainable populations of threatenedfauna. It also streamlines
environmental approvals processes, to improve housing markets in these outlying locations.
In the short to medium term
0

0

0

-

Implement the Biodiversity Conservation Strategy in Melbourne's growthcorridors.
Establish a 15,000 hectare Western Grasslands Reserve extending from Mt Cotterell, south-east
of Melton to the area north of Little River.
Create urban conservation reserves inthe growth corridors including 3,000 hectares of land
along major waterways.
Establish a large grassy eucalypt woodland reserve south-west of Whittlesea outside
Melbourne's metropolitan urban boundary.

‘S

The Biodiversity Conservation Strategy is part of Victoria's program agreement with the Commonwealth
Government under section 146 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999
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Protect the values of our waterways

The health of Melbourne's 7000 km of waterways and our bays, and the biodiversity and ecosystems
that rely on them, are crucial to our liveabilityand environment. Increasing urbanisation poses a
significant threatto the environmental condition of waterway, and hence to key waterways values
such as the presence and health of platypus, fish, frogs, birds, invertebrates and vegetation. The
condition of our waterways is primarilya consequence of the quantity, velocity and quality of urban
stormwater run-off, and the discharge of wastewater. The more effectively stormwater and waste
water are managed, thecleaner and healthierour waterways will be.
in

2012, the Government released A Cleaner Yarra and Port Phillip Bay, which outlines priorities to

achievea healthierYarra River and Port

Phillip.

One of the five objectives of Melbourne's Water Future is to protect the environmental health of our
urban waterways and bays. For many Melburnia ns, our relationship with the city is defined, at least
in part, by our relationship with our coastal waters and watenivays
In the immediate and short term
0

0

Address threats to the health of Melbourne's waterways as part of the integrated water cycle
management planning process.
Develop new stormwater requirements to ensure that in new developments stormwater is
managed in a cost effective manner that protects the health and amenity of downstream

waterways and our bays.

0

Maintain and improve the condition of riverbank vegetation along waterway corridors
including,where appropriate, planting initiatives that will contribute to the development of an
urban forest network across Melbourne.
»

Initiative 5.2.3

Protect the coastlines and waters of Port

Phillip and Western Port

There are over 500 km of coast around Western Port and Port Phillip, with a wide range of
environments including bay and ocean; sand, rock, mangrove and cliff; public land; private land; and
different land uses. They include places of significant environmental value (such as Ramsar sites),
beaches).
and places of significa nt social value (such as

recreational

Coasts cpntribute to the ‘healthand resilienceof both marine and terrestrial ecosystems. However,
due to our society's"propensity to live near water, coasts will continue to be under pressure from

continued metropolitan development.
We must ensure that protecting the environmental quality of both Western Port and Port
reflected in the Victoria Planning Provisions.

Phillip is

In the short to medium term
0

0

Update the Victoria Planning Provisions to be consistent with the soon-to-be-released
Victorian Coastal Strategy 2013-18.
Develop planning measures to safeguard the health of Westernport and its surrounds from
the potential impact of development on environmental values.
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Direction 5.3

Enhance the food production capabilityof Melbourne and
its non-urban areas
Together, Port Phillip and Western Port constitute the second most productive agricultural region in
Victoria with ‘output per hectare in these regions roughly four times the state average. Close
proximity to Melbourne puts these areas in a strong strategic position to take advantage of niche
markets and allows significant local food production to take place close to where most of it is
consumed. Many Melburnians now want to source food that is grown locally and in a sustainable
manner".
.

A numberof global trends are creating new opportunities for Melbourne's food producers. The
growing middle class in Asia is likely to become asignificant and
marketfor high-quality
produce. Melbourne's green wedges and wider peri-urban areas are well placed to take advantage
of these opportunities thanksto a temperate climate, high-quality soils clean water supply,

fast-growing

agricultural skills and quality standards.

'

Initiative 5.3.1 Protect our high-quality agricultural land in Melbourne's green wedges and periurban areas for food production
Some areas around Melbourne have very fertilesoil which is essential for highly productive
agricultural land uses. However, these areas are under threatfrom competing land uses, such as
urban encroachmentand rural residential development. Refer to Figure XX.

Figure XX: NEED TO INSERT MAP OF AREAS WITH HIGH QUALITYAGRICULTURALLAND WITHIN
METROPOLITAN AREA AND THE ADJACENT PERI URBAN AREA
We must carefully consider the capacity of primary production and the economic value of food
industries into the future so that strategically significantagricultural land is not permanently lost to
farming. We must also recognise our agricultural sector's competitive advantage over other cities in
Australia and the Asia-Pacificregion, and the opportunities this creates for export growth.
In the immediate to short term
0

Identify, assess and protect under local planning schemes, using the agricultural overlay, the
long-term value and environmental sensitivity of high-quality land for food production in

Melbourne's non-urban areas
a

0

0

"

Ensure local planning policy statements protect and support areas such as the Mornington
Peninsula, Bellarine Peninsula, Macedon Ranges and the Yarra Ranges for food production and
investigate the need for additional statements to protect resource values elsewhere within
Melbourne's green wedges and peri-urban area

Explore innovative planning measures to protect farming areas which are important to
regional economic productivity and tourism, and facilitatethe sustainable intensification and
long-term viabilityof agricultural production.
Review planning provision to enable agricultural activitiessuch as livestock, meat processing
and similar industries to be located in the peri-urban areas close to Melbourne

See for example

httpfilocalfoodconnect.org.au(and http:[[www.ceresfairfood.org.au[
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Improve noise and air quality to improve human and
environmental health

Direction 5.4

Our city's environmental quality is greatly valued by both residents and visitors. It gives Melbourne a
competitive edge as a location of choice in the regional and global contexts.
In the coming decades it will become increasinglyimportant to manage pollution so that it does not
exceed the environment’s capacity to absorb it. Melbourne's air quality compares well with cities
worldwide, but there are occasional days of poor air quality. The Council of Australian Governments
(COAG) sets emission standards through National Environment Protection Measures (NEPMs) which
such as motor vehicle
are designed to minimise the potential pollution impacts from urban living,
emissions
strict
set
national
these
that
to
work
processes
will
ensure
emissions. Victoria

requirements to manage pollution levels. Land use planning controls are another mechanism we can
leave a legacy of
use to minimise urban ‘noise and air pollution. Future development also must not
soil contamination.

Initiative 5.4.1

Integrate noise and air quality guidelines into land use and transport planning

provisions

_e__e._

As urban renewal progresses, more people could be exposed to air and noise pollution in mixed-use
industrial areas.
areas, along major roads, at intersections, in popular entertainment areas and near
In addition, predicted higher temperatures, more frequent bushfires and dust storms will add to the

air quality pressures Melbourne faces.
Some sensitive land uses—such as childcare centres—can be located too close’ to busy roads.
Emissions from small businesses can also pose health risks, unless theyare treated or properly
dispersed. Collocation of these small businesses with residential areas and community facilities
which is often not readilyavailable.
requires careful consideration and

technicallguidance

The Environment Protection Authorityis responsible for working with local governments to monitor
air and noise emissions and enforce limits. However, small businesses‘ are generally-notlicensed
through the Environment Protection Authority. Clear guidelines are necessary to ensure thatsmallscale polluting activities are not located near sensitive uses (such as residential buildings).

Adopting measures to control excessive noise through planning, building and urban design and
layout will help to safeguard community healthand amenity as Melbourne becomes a bigger and
busier city.
In theshort term
0

0

Develop land use planning guidelines to inform the location of sensitive uses, and provide
building and urban design advice about how air emissions and noise exposure can be reduced.
Strengthen mechanisms (such as clearer standards and guidance) to protect separation, buffer
and interface distances for existing facilitiesand uses which create noise and air quality issues.
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Case study

Middlesbrough Environment City, Middlesbrough, UK
‘Reducing a whole town's environmentalfoatprint’

One Planet Living is a global initiative developed by international charities Bioflegional‘and WWF.
The area of productive land and sea on planet Earth is limited, and the human population is placing
increasing demands on thisfinite resource which cannot be sustained. Middlesbrough, England has
adopted a comprehensive program to deliver on 10 key principles to address these demands.
Middleborough has successfully applied the One Planet Living principles as a practical way of helping
to provide the best possible services to the Middlesbrough community within tightening budgets,
demonstrating the link between saving the planet's resources and prudent economic management.
—

These principles also define the complex issues of sustainabilityin a frameworkthat is easy to

understand, helping communities to prioritise the actions needed to make Middlesbrough more

sustainable.

Middlesbrough is one of four Environment Cities in the UK. Environment Cities share the common
‘aim of demonstrating ways of managing cities and large towns in an environmentallyfriendly
manner, meeting the needs of the present without compromising the abilityof future generations to
meet their own needs.
'

Middlesbrough Environment City shows how citizens can all play their part by living greener
lifestyles, saving cash and helping to sustain and develop flourishing, resilientcommunities.
The 10 key principles:
Zero carbon:

technologies.

Making buildings more energy efficient and delivering all energy with renewable

Zero waste: Reducing waste, reusing where possible, and ultimately sending zero waste to landfill.
Sustainable transport: Encouraging low carbon modes of transport to reduce emissions, reducing
the need to travel.
Sustainable materials: Using sustainable, healthy products with low embodied energy, sourced
locally, made from renewable or waste resources.
Local and sustainable food: Choosing low impact, local, seasonal and organic diets and reducing
food waste.
Sustainable water: Using water more efficiently in buildings and in the products we buy; tackling
local flooding and watercourse pollution.
Land use and wildlife: Protecting and restoring biodiversity and natural habitats through
appropriate land use and integration into the built environment.
Culture and community: Reviving local identity and wisdom; supporting and participating in the arts.
Equity and local economy: Creating bioregional economies that support fair employment, inclusive
communities and internationalfair trade.
Health and happiness: Encouraging active, sociable, meaningful lives to promote good health and
'

__V

W

g

well-being.
:

wwwmiddlesbrou h. ov.uk index.as x?artic|eid=4261
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Case study

Conserving country: River Red Gums and stony rises, Whittlesea
‘Integrating nature and interpreting Aboriginalculture’
The most important visual and environmental features of Whittlesea are generally recognised to be
the mature River Red Gums in an open plains grassland environment. These trees are old many
Marco Polo was
are between 200-800 years of age some were saplingsrin the middle ages when
and
shelters
for
used
carrying
canoes,
and
Asia.
were
They
establishing links between Europe
containers by the local Aboriginal people.
-

-

Existing and future urban areas such as Mill Park, South Morang and Mernda-Doreen contain
significant River Red Gum habitat. Very few of the original River Red Gums survive the surrounding

encroachmentof urban development unless careful site assessment and planning occurs. These
areas also contain stony rises, and important natural feature

Council and the State Government have recognised the intrinsicvalue of River Red Gums and stony
rises in establishing character and identity in urban and rural and have worked to ensure that the
development of urban and rural areas takes into account the presence, retention, enhancement and
long term viabilityof River Red Gums. Existing River Red Gums are assessed and treated as an
integral part of development design.

Many Red Gums and stony rises are incorporated into local open space areas. The stony rises were
in the grasslan_ds.
an important feature for the local Aboriginal people as a platform to spot game
lookouts.
Today new residents can stand on thesamelocal
Council is developing the Quarry Hills on a series of ridgelines between the Epping North, South
Morang and Mernda-Doreen Growth Areas. The park is being progressively developed and includes
the ridgelines in its eastern portion, and land running down to and including the Darebin-Creek in its
western portion.

The current UGB follows the Park boundary. The Park will potentially see 1,100 ha of land brought
into a regional park. The current UGB—Park boundary was adopted following submissions by
Whittlesea Council to Melbourne@5Mil|ionto allow for some developable land on lots identified for
inclusion in the Park on thebasis that the balance of land was transferred to Council.
Today visitors can take to one of the 3 walking tracksand look out for birds of prey, bush birds, small
marsupials, shiny skinks and kangaroos. Ride bikes on the trails, admire views to the city, mountains
and even Port Phillip Bay from the viewing platform, walk the dog-, have a picnic and explore the
rocks on Granite Hill.

Conserving River Red Gums and stony rises shows how timeless elements of place can be carried
forward as an area changes
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WATER, ENERGY AND WASTE
Integrate the planning of water, energy and waste management systems in a
more

efficient and sustainable manner.

The way our water, energy and waste resources are secured and managed will have a
range of
impacts on Melbourne's competitiveness, amenity, environmental sustainabilityand its resilienceto
extreme climatic conditions. A growing population creates an imperative to
manage our resources in
a more integrated and efficient way and planning them coherently with
all other components of the

city.

Water, energy and waste resources are often viewed simply as inputs or products of the functioning
of a city. This underestimates their potential. Melbourne needs to move away from an approach
where we separately manage and develop water, energy and waste systems. The new imperative is
to integrate our planning for these resources withthe ongoing development of our
city. This applies
within each resource sector (water, energy and waste) and betweenthese resources and land use

planning and design.

USING AND REUSING ALL SOURCES OF WATER
Melbourne’s water supply. system comprises 157,000 ha of protected catchments in the Yarra
Ranges, 10 water storage dams, 1,062 km of water distribution mains, 27,220 km of water pipes, 214
km of aqueducts, 65 service reservoirs, 178 major water pumping stations and 42 water treatment

plants (including two large plants in Winneke and Tarago).

I

In July 2013, the Governmentreleased for consultation Melbourne's Water Future, a new
approach
to managing the urban water cycle in Melbourne. One of the Strategy’s key objectives is to make

better use of all available water sources

including recycled water, rainwater and stormwater.

'

The volume of stormwater runoff from Melbourne's rainfall is greater than the amount we actually
use from our dams, and this volume of water is more than enough to provide both an alternative
supply for non-drinking purposes and a healthy flow to our waterways and bays. We need to value
and use the rain that fallson Melbourne. This will help to minimise water price increases. It will also
improve the health of waterways and bays, reduce urban flooding, enhance our liveabilityand
amenity, and help cement Melbourne as a centre of expertise in integrated-water-cycle
management, a key capabilityfor the 21st century.
We need to change the way we plan and manage both urban development and our water services,
to enable a more comprehensive and innovative use of stormwater and recycled water.

DEVELOPING LOCAL SOLUTIONS TO ENERGY
GENERATION
Demand for energy both gas and electricity in Melbourne continues to grow, driven not only by
population growth but also by smaller households and rising incomes. Energy production and
consumption is the major source of our GHG emissions, accountingfor 84 per cent in 2009. The built
—

—
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environment contributes to a significant demand for energy, with the operation of buildings alone
accounting for up to 40 per cent of total energy consumption.

The impacts of energy consumption present significant challenges for Melbourne. Energy is a large
component of household costs. The challenges are to manage the costs of electricity prices, improve
energy efficiency and de-carbonise electricity consumption to levels consistent with our low carbon
city aspirations and liveabilitygoals.
With increased inter-connectivity of Australia's electricity transmission network, state-based energy
self-sufficiency with large scale central generation will become less important. As with water
management, large central energy facilitieswill increasinglybe supplemented by local solutions.
Developing local energy solutions and integration into the nationaltransmission network will
become more important not only for reasons of price and sustainabilitybut also becauseof rising
aspirations within local communities to have more control over their own energy supply and

consumption.

GETTING ECONOMIC VALUE OUT OF WASTE
avoid

or reduce the
The first objective of any city-wide waste management strategy should be to
amount of waste produced. The second is to find ways to recover and productively reusing the
waste we do generate. This is critical in a land use context, as it will minimise the need to find
suitable landfillsites to store waste as the city grows. Attractinginvestment for the right mix of
waste management and resource recovery infrastructure is vital for maintaining the environmental
resilience and long term productivity of Melbourne.

But even with waste reduction and recovery there will always be waste products to manage. The
amount of waste we create _is increasing and its composition is changing. Despite efforts to recycle
more of our waste, technological advances mean that new waste products like computers and
mobilephones are now entering the waste system in increasing volumes.

Planning for waste management and resource recovery infrastructure needs to strike the right
balance between securing the land and waste streams needed to underpin thecommercial viability
of infrastructure investment, while providing industry with the flexibilityit needs to identify and act
on new and

emerging marketsfor recovered resources.

Markets for recovered resources will determine the direction of infrastructure investments, but the
Government needs to provide an overall strategy to ensure thatthe conditions are right and that the
infrastructure network can meet the variety of needs across the state.-

Our Plan for Water, Energy and Waste
Direction 6.1

Integrate water cycle management to deliver sustainable
and resilient urban development

Melbourne has made significant advances in water cycle management in recent years. For instance,
5 GL per year of stormwater and rainwater is harvested for use in Melbourne, including water
collected from the 30 per cent of new households with rainwater tanks.
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The urban development process is an important means of supporting how we manage and _make use
of water to improve liveability,protect waterways and minimise the impact of flooding. Our Plan for
Melbourne supports implement-ationofMelbourne’: Water Future through influencinghow urban
development occurs across new and established urban areas.
Initiative 6.1.1 Develop and implement Integrated Water Cycle Management plans in each of.
Melbourne's subregions

Integrated water cycle management will need to be carried out at three levels: metropolitan,
regional and local. The long-term metropolitan water cycle planning frameworkwill outline current

and future citywide infrastructure requirements.

Regional water cycle plans will be based on catchments and groupings of local governments (such as
the growth areas, and inner.-city local governments). These plans will be consistent with the
metropolitan frameworkand be informed by detailed examination of the particular characteristics of
each region. Plans will have a ten-year timeframe, with detailed
plans to be updated
every three years;

implementation

In Melbourne's inner suburbs much of the existing water services infrastructure will need to be
replaced or upgraded in coming years providing an opportunity to redesign key parts of the water

infrastructure to incorporate hybrid centralised/decentralised water infrastructure to extend and
augment the capacity of the metropolitan water system as a whole.

Our new approach to water cycle management will secure the water supply needed to keep our
city's parks, gardens and street trees thriving,improve the amenity of our suburbs and protect the
ecological healthof rivers, creeksand waterway parklands. Local integrated water cycle plans will
also be developed consistent with city~wide infrastructure planning and the relevant subregional
plans. These will be based on examination of the characteristics of the municipality, as outlined in
the draft release of Melbourne's Water Future.

In
-

the immediate to short term
Amend the Victoria Planning Provisions to reflect the strategic intent of Melbourne's Water

Future.
-

0

‘

Implement the three levels of planning for integrated water cycle management initially withfive
local demonstration plans.
Require all buildings of greater than 3000 m‘ of gross floor area to have water retention and
recycle systems.

Direction 6.2

Protect ourgsignificant water and sewerage assets

There are around 700km of waterways in metropolitan Melbourne which form an essential
component of our City’s open space network. They provide a sense of place and important habitat
for maintaining biodiversity. The Port Phillip and Western Port region's rivers and creeks are popular
recreational destinations for residents and tourists, with around 90 million visits to our rivers and
creeks each year.“
43

Melbourne Water (2012)
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Melbourne's drinking water is sourced from a combinationof closed, forested catchments, and open
catchments that receive water from land in private ownership. The extent of Melbourne's open
catchments in Upper Yarra and Thomson are unique but are vulnerable to changes of land use and
development that could contribute to pollution of source waters used for Melbourne's drinking
water supply if not appropriately managed.

These risks may also apply to the drainage catchments of drinking water storage reservoirs such as
Greenvale, Silvan and Cardinia reservoirs located within our green wedges.
'

Protect our water and sewerage assets

Initiative 6.2.1

Significant metropolitan infrastructure assets, including the Greenvale Reservoir and Eastern

TreatmentPlant, have been experiencing pressures from the encroachmentof sensitive and
incompatible land uses. Some sewerage assets could also be subjected to urban encroachment,
resulting in risks to urban amenity and health.
In the immediate to short term
0

0

0

Work with water authoritiesto review land area and buffer requirements of significant water
and sewerage infrastructure to ensure the ongoing protection of public health and safety.
Work with Melbourne Water and Councils in identifying stressed waterways in the
metropolitan area. Wherever possible thiswill be done as part of preparation of subregional
and local] precinct Integrated Water Cycle Management plans; and
Require our water authoritiesto update urban stormwater management requirements for
new development to encourage local detention and infiltrationof stormwater for water
supply for street trees, public parks and gardens and private landscaping.

Initiative 6.2.2 Protect our open space waterway corridors from inappropriate development
The Government has introduced significantlystronger planning protections for Melbourne's two
main river corridors, the Yarra and Maribyrnong Rivers. These include mandatory height controls,
controls in relation to site coverage, vegetation removal, and drainage requirements as well as
discouraging development that intrudes on existing public and private open space adjacentto the
river.

This approach to protecting rivers from inappropriate development will be extended to other rivers
in Melbourne.
,

In the immediate to short term
0

Prepare and implement appropriate planning provisions for all remaining major waterway

corridors within the metropolitan region.

Direction 6.3

Reduce energy consumption and transition-to clean energy

Clean energy—-also known as green energy is energy which can be obtained from renewable or
natural resources and does not create environmental debt. Clean energy can also be energy which
creates less pollution, no pollution at all, or that uses resources that can be easily renewed.
While national energy policy settings and action in national markets for energy generation will
largely determine how we reduce energy consumption, state and local initiatives are also important.
Such initiatives can provide integrated solutions to water, waste and energy issues such as
—
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converting waste to energy, reducing atmospheric emissions while at the same time reducing the

demand for landfillfacilities.

However, the main lever for sustainable energy is a combinationof energy efficiency and local
energy generation. We are seeing this happening in innovative ways around the world and in
Melbourne. In Central Dandenong the Precinct Energy Project is serviced by a tri-generation capable
system providing low carbon electricity and "thermal heating and cooling to building owners and
tenants. The Smart Energy Zone in the Doncaster Hill development is supporting a
tri-generation
facilitythat will supply heating, cooling and power to Manningham’s City Square building via a microgrid. We have the technologies and drive for innovation at the local level to transition to a clean

energy future.

Initiative 6.3.1 Enable more widespread deployment of co-generation and tri-generation plants

co-generation and tri-generation technology relies upon capturing heat created from electricity

generation for further electricity generation and heating and cooling. These energy systems can be
8OVper cent more energy efficient than conventional sources and produce 60 per cent less carbon
emissions. They can provide a distributed energy supply for a building,or a whole precinct“ They

are

ideally suited for providing power in situ for buildings above a certain size where the capital

costs can be spread across an area of sufficient space to make it economic.

WSERT SWIPLE
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The planning system has an important role to play in the deployment of these innovative
energy
systems. By encouraging investigation of localised energy supply and heating and cooling facilitiesat
the early stages of planning, particularlyforgreenfield suburbs, our city can transition to clean
energy.
—

In the immediate to short term
-

0

0

Develop a whole-of-governmentpolicy frameworkfor the deployment and operation of cogeneration and tri-generation plants in commercial and residential areas, and regional

planning policies to facilitatethe delivery ofclean energy projects.
As part of the new whole-of-governmentpolicy framework, investigate opportunities for local
generation of electricity in growth areas and strategic sites around the city.
Prepare template commercial agreements for shared use of co-generation and tri-generation

facilitiesto relieve developers and their customers of the high costs that can be incurred in

obtaining commercial and legal advice associated with creating and participating in shared

facilities.

Initiative 6.3.2 Encourage alternative clean energy technologies
Clean energy is seeing record levels for investment globally. in Australia more than $5.2 billionwas
invested in renewable energy5° during 2010-2011 of which $4 billionwas household solar panels.“

‘ghttpz//www.climateworksaustralia.org/sites/default/fiIes/documents/publications/cIimateworks_unlocking_barriers_to__
cogeneration_report_sept2011.pdf

5°

There are nine major types of renewable energy they being bioenergy,geothermal energy, hydroelectricity,solar
energy,
marine energy and wind energy.
51
Clean Energy CouncilAnnual Report, 2011
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According to the Clean Energy Council just under 10 per cent of Australia's electricity in late October
2011 came from renewable energy.”

Over the next 40 years we will see further developments in the renewable energy industry at the
individual household, municipal, metropolitan and state-wide levels. The peri-urban area

surrounding our city will offer opportunities for some of theseclean energy enterprises.
In the short term

investigate as part of a comprehensive assessment of the economic and investment
opportunities available in Melbourne's peri-urban area the potential for clean energy
enterprises and, where appropriate, work with Councils to identify areas where such activities
could be encouraged to locate.
Prepare a planning policy which recognises the role of clean energy technologies in
transitioning Melbourne to become a low carbon city and encourages greater use of solar

0

0

energy in all new development; and

As the price of solar power decreases, identify opportunities for the installation of
commercially viable solar photo voltaics along freeways to support lighting, Intelligent
Transport Systems and signage for users of these roads as well as opportunities to feed this

0

energy back into the metropolitangrid.

Initiative 6.3.3 Reduce energy use In

buildings and encourage precinct based energy initiatives

Energy use in buildings is responsible for about a quarter of Australia's GHG emissions. On Australia's

hottest days, air conditioners consume approximatelyone fifthof all electricity generated. Building
upgrades can greatly reduce energy consumption when they involve a mix of lighting, appliance and,
shell upgrades.
in some cases,

itussaaf
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Australia's national Renewable Energy Target is 20% of the nation's electricity from renewable resources

=520&tbnid=BYKx6uJ 9 k2M:&tbnh=85&tbnw=103&zoom=1&us

by 2020.
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SustainabilityVictoria has been collecting real retro~fit data to understand the practical issues
involved, householder acceptance and perceptions and the actual costs and benefits realised
through residential buildingupgrades. This data will be disseminated throughout local government
and the building industry to inform and motivate neighbourhoods retrofit programmes.
In the immediate toshort term
-

-

0

Adopt mandatory regulations for best—practice energy rating and design standards on all new
building classes and types.
Investigate opportunities and constraintsfor precinct scale use of renewable resources and
develop a long term transition plan for improving energy efficiency of all existing buildings,
both at the individual building and precinct levels.
Advocate through national forums higher building energy standards that are consistent with
broader energy efficiencypolicy.

Initiative 6.3.4

Support local governments in their efforts to promote energy efficiency

__

Many Melbourne local governments are highly innovative in their approach to energy efficiency and,

importantly, adopt the innovations of other local governments. This is common where local
government partners with the private sector to pilot innovative ideas. For example, the City of
Melbourne has embarked on an ambitious program of energy efficiency upgrades to existing
commercial buildings. its environment upgrade agreements provide secure, low-cost finance for
building upgrades, with the city acting as an intermediary. The city has won international recognition
for this innovation: we will ensure that other local governments can adopt a similar approach.
In the short to medium term
a

Amend the Local GovernmentAct‘1989 so that local governments can use environment
upgrade agreements, as has occurred with the City of Melbourne Act 2001.

110|E'

5e

MINISTERIALADVISORYCOMMITTEE DRAFT MPS_AUGUST 2013

Direction 6.4

Released Under the Freedom of InformationAct 1932

Reduce waste and get value from waste

Victoria has increased its annual waste generation from roughly 8 million tonnes in 2000 to 11.9
million tonnes in 2011, with Melbourne accounting for approximately 80 per cent of Victoria's solid
waste production. Refer to Figure XXX.As Melbourne grows we will need to manage waste
production and disposal. Our primary objectives will be to reduce the amount of waste produced,
get value out of waste by recovering and reusing as much waste as possible and minimise the
environmental and public health risks associated with waste disposal.

figure
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Getting full value: the Victorian Waste and Resource Recovery Policy outlines the government's
approach to reducing waste generation, and making better use of the resources availablefrom
materials that are currently being sent to landfill. It also highlights thatwaste management and
of waste
resource recovery facilitiesneed secure, long-term sites, and secure long-term supplies
materials to remain commercially viable. They need access to existing freight corridors between
transfer stations, recovery facilitiesand landfills, and marketsfor end products, and to be buffered
from incompatible and sensitive land uses.

rtserou Armrest

‘

Gettingfull value identifies that a critical part of waste management is ‘industrial ecology’ the
extraction of products from urban waste by linking industrial processes so thatthe by-products of
one process are used productively as an input to a later process. Getting full value outlines the
Government's initiatives to support the growth'of industrial ecology.
—

'

The planning system has a critical role in ensuring waste managementand recovery sites and

infrastructure are protected from incompatible nearby land uses, and also ensuring thatwaste
management and resource recovery systems provide adequate infrastructure for new urban
developments in a way that ensures the public health and amenity of residents is protected.
Initiative 6.4.1 Facilitatethe development of a container refund program

Container deposit and refund schemes provide greater incentives for recycling a broad range of
drink containers thatcontribute to the waste stream. South Australia has had a container deposit
scheme in place since 1977 which currently provides a 10 cent refund on drink containers. The
return rate on beverage containers is over 80 per cent in South Australia resulting in reduced litter
on streets and in streams and waterways. The scheme has 98 per cent community support.
The Victorian Government supports the introduction of a national container deposit and refund
program and will look at the merits of pursuing a scheme in Victoria.
In the immediate term
-

-

Workwith the Commonwealth Government to support the introduction of a national
container refund scheme.
Investigate the potential for a state-based scheme to reduce litter and improve resource
recovery.
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Protect waste management and resource recovery facilitiesfrom urban
encroachmentand assess opportunities for new waste facilities

Waste management and resource recovery facilitiesare essential parts of our urban infrastructure.
Historically,planning for our city’s waste and resource recovery infrastructure has been short-term,
focusing on the opportunistic use of old quarries for landfills.This has not always matched the
timeframes of urban land use planning and, as a consequence, conflicts between landfills
and
residential land uses have occurred.
A lack of long-term land, certainty is a barrier to infrastructure investment. Waste and resource
recovery facilitiesneed to remain fully operational and productive over the life of the investment.
This relies on land and separation distancesbeing secured, and appropriate zoning ofnland within

designated separation distances surrounding landfillsites and resource recovery sites.

We will create direct links between waste and resource’ recovery infrastructure planning and land
planning by applying a combinationof statutory measures and clearer guidance to identify and
protect waste and resource recovery sites and separation distances.

use

Co-locating new waste-related infrastructure with complementary activities provides an opportunity

to share existing separation distances and facilitatethe integration of waste, water and

management.

energy

Waste-to-energytechnologies are an example of advanced resource recovery infrastructure that can
be co—located with other complementary infrastructure. Governmentwelcomes investments in
waste-to-energy and other alternativereuse technology that can convert waste into useful products
and create new business opportunities in reprocessing and reusing waste.

In the immediate to short term
Determine the capacity of existing landfiil sites and identify sites for additional facilities,if

0

-

required.
Strengthen planning controls and guidance to protect separation distances for all landfill and
resource recovery sites listed in the Municipal Solid waste Infrastructure Schedule and the
Metropolitan Landfill Schedule of the Metropolitan Waste and Resource Recovery Strategic

Plan, under the EnvironmentProtection Act 1970.
0

Develop land use planning measures to support collocation of allied and non-sensitive
industries on or near waste and energy precincts.
Establish our city's long-term needs for waste management sites; work in consultation with
local governments and key stakeholders to identify areas where these sites may be located;
and, through planning, secure adequate sites for these purposes by rezoning land in planning
V

0

schemes.
0

Encourage co-location of new resource recovery infrastructure with complementary
infrastructure (such as waste water treatment and other industrial activities).High-priority
areas for immediate action include organics processing to service the south-east metropolitan
area.

In the short to medium term
0
Ensure precinct plans provide for waste and resource recovery infrastructure identified in the
Metropolitan Waste and Resource Recovery Strategic Plan.
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Develop new waste systems to meet the logistical challenges of medium and
higher density developments

Most high rise residential and mixed use developments, and some medium density residential
developments lack comprehensive waste and recovery infrastructure and services as they were not
designed into the development. Developments must contract for the provision of waste services on
and
an individua|.site basis, with waste services often more costly and not as integrated

comprehensive as waste services provided by local government. Additional costs are also associated
withthecollection of hard wastes and recyclable materials from these sites, which often means
recycling services are not contracted for and all waste collected goes to landfill.
.

precinct level, individual site contractingresults in many different waste collection service
providers, different bin types and collection schedules and hence many different vehicles entering
the precinct tocollect waste.

At a

Recent innovations such as vacuum systems for removing waste are being used in new
developments in some European cities. Vacuum systems can operate at a city centre, precinct level
or

large building scale.

We will ensure that waste infrastructure and waste service requirements are appropriately dealt

with in planning scheme controls that govern multi-unit residential and mixed use developments.
In the immediate to short term
0

0

0

Make changes to the VPP to better define the need and provision of waste infrastructure for
all multi-unit residential developments.
Review and streamline planning standards for waste and recycling storage and collection in

apartment buildings.
Investigate and encourage precinct-wide innovations in waste management and recycling.

Initiative 6.4.4 Maximise the economic recovery of waste

There is a large and growing list of products which can be created or recycled from wastewater such
as renewable energy, soil products and fertilizers. New technologies and processes are now
emerging to convert the components into bio-fuels and bio-plastics.These technologies increasingly
operate across muitiple ‘waste’ streams accommodatingfood waste, green waste,_and even
municipal waste. The water sector (water authorities,local government and private sector) could
play a greater role in organics and ‘waste’ management in Melbourne.

Recycling wastewater offers an opportunity to expandagricultural food production for domestic and
overseas markets, create local jobs and attract food processing and other manufacturingindustries.
The Bunyip Food Belt in Melbourne's peri-urban area offers opportunities to direct excess water
from the Eastern Treatment Plant to irrigate high value crops in this belt. Already Class A recycled
water is available from the plant to support the water needs of horticultural and other food
producing activities thus reducing the amount of treated wastewater being disposed of into Bass
Straight.
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In theshort term
0

Investigate opportunities with local councils, Melbourne Water and key stakeholders to
recycle more treated wastewater and feed it back into the food production activitieswithin
and around our metropolitan urban boundary as part of a food production
policy for our city

and its hinterland.

Case study

Kalundborg Eco Industrial Park, Denmark
‘Turning waste into a resource’

Careful location of industrial projects can turn ‘waste’ into a resource. One of the best
examples of
this is Kalundborg Eco Industrial Park, Denmark.The industrial park has a
power station at its core
which has material and energy links across the park. Surplus heat from the plant is used to heat
nearby homes and a local fish farm thatthen produce fertiliser from the sludge. Steam is sold to a
nearby pharmaceuticalcompany. Gypsum which is used by the power plant on the sulphur filters is
then used bya plasterboard manufacturer.
At the centre of the exchange network is the Asnes Power Station, a 1500MW coal-fired
power
plant, which has material and energy links with the community and several other companies. Surplus
heat from this power plant is used to heat 3500 local homes in addition to a'nearby fish fa
rm, whose
sludge is then sold as a fertilizer. Steam from the power plant is sold to Novo Nordisk, a
pharmaceuticaland enzyme manufacturer, in addition-to Statoil power plant. This reuse of heat
reduces the amount thermal pollution discharged to a nearby fjord.
A by-product from the power plant's sulphur dioxide scrubber contains
gypsum which is sold to a
wallboard manufacturer; almost all of the manufacturer'sgypsum needs are met this
way reducing
the amount of open-pit mining needed. Fly ash and clinker from the power plant is used for road
building and cement production.

Kalundborg Eco Industrial Park shows how we can be more sustainable by thinkingmore
creatively about 'waste'.

114|i3.3g-3

Released u"def the Free610177 of

MINISTERIALADVISORYCOMMITTEEDRAFT MPS AUGUST 2013
~

lnfom7ationAct 1982
’

-

Case study
Altona Recycled Water Project Stage 1

'$aving a precious resource’

The Altona Recycled Water Project involved designing, constructing and operating a recycled water
treatment plant at the site of the Altona Wastewater Treatment Plant, to produce recycied water
which meets EPA standards and has low salt concentrations.

The Altona Recycled Water Project supplies approximately 2.5 GL per year of fit-for-purpose
of
recycled water to industry, golf courses and public open space in the Altona area. Up to 6 MLwater.
tower
boilerand
for
cooling
each
day
recycled water is used by plastics manufacturerQenos
The recycled water pipeline to Kooringal Golf Course, Sanctuary Lakes Golf Course and Altona Green
delivers up to 3 ML per day. The recycled water at these locations is used mainly for irrigation
purposes.
The project was made more complex due to the two qualities of water required it is not common
practice toproduce multiple qualities of recycled water from the one plant. The recycled water
treatment plant utilises ultrafiltration and reverse osmosis a system that uses pressure to force
—

—

‘fresh water’ through a semi—permeable membrane or filter— to remove excess salt from the treated

waste water.

Production of recycled water for irrigation (the golf clubs and Council open spaces) requires
demineralisation through a single pass reverse osmosis system. Production of industrial grade
recycled water requires treatment through a two pass reverse osmosis system.
Development of the project required careful management of customer expectations for water
quality and availability,integration with the existing Altona WastewaterTreatment Plant operation
and the implementation of modelling, monitoring and dispersion measures to minimise the impact
of the discharge on the environment.

During the project monitoring period, it was observed that the quality of the sewage into the Altona
Recycled Water Project could vary significantly in some parameters over short periods of time. This
phenomenon was discovered to be the result of some discharges into the sewerage system

upstream of the Altona Treatment Plant that passes _through the wastewater treatment process and

into the plant effluent. One outcome from these observations was thatthere would be times during
the plant’s operations when the feedwater could not.be recycled to agreed standards. This essential
informationwas factored into the system and operational design of the plant to ensure recycled
water output was of the required quality at all times during the operation of the plant.

Altona Recycled Water Project Stage 1 shows the benefitsof local water recycling.
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PLACE AND IDENTITY
Create quality urban environments across Melbourne that support our city's
social, cultural and. economic activity and build on Melbourne's legacy of
distinctiveness and liveability
/

Melbourne is a city like no other in Australia. Its distinctiveness is notjust about its
appearance.
Other, more intangible things are just as important it is a good place to live, its form and functions
support productive work and it nurtures cultural and social activities.“We have a strong history of
good planning and design which we will carry forward in implementingthisStrategy
The coming decades will bring new opportunities to reinterpret and
reshape our public spaces and
to renew faded areas with new people and vibrant new uses. The
challenge will be to keep what we
value while allowing the city to develop and change in response to the changing needs of future
—

generations.

A MOST LIVEABLE CITY
Melbourne is one of the world's most liveable cities. It offers its residents and visitors a vibra nt and
diverse range of options for entertainment, education, recreation and living.
However, Melbourne's
history of outstanding public works in the Central City formal parks, attractive public spaces,
grand boulevards and atmospheric laneways is not yet matched in many outlying areas. We need
a more effective place-makingapproach for those
areas, particularly where we will accommodate
higher levels of urban growth.
—

—

A CITY OF DIVERSITY
Melbourne is a city of suburbs, with their own distinctive character ranging from vibrant
higher
density innerurban areas thatoffer a rich variety of cultural, entertainment and sporting attractions
to its low density familyfriendlysuburbs with good access to schools, retail
precincts and
community facilities.Togetherthey create an accessible and inclusive city with living options that
cater to people across all life stages.‘
Melbourne is a remarkablymulti-layered place. Our cultural heritage may have been shaped by
post-

contact settlement, but there are also places of continuing Aboriginal cultural

significance in our city.
Waves of post-war migration, too, have profoundly enriched life in Melbourne. The cultural
diversity
of our population is a tremendous asset which adds to the city's vitality and brings with it
important
economic and cultural benefitsas well as a stronger understanding of our globalised world. About 45
per cent of Victorians are born overseas or have at least one parent born overseas. We have family
origins in more than 230 countries; we represent 120 religions and speak as many as 200 languages
other than English.
The more we do to strengthen Melbourne's distinctive feel and identity, the more
people will want
to come here to live or to visit. Enhancing important aspects of our city’s ‘heart and soul’ will add to
its appeal as a" destination of choice.

“Jones & Whitehead Pty Ltd (March 2013), A Metropolitan Mosaic

-

the physical fabric of Melbourne.
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PLACE-MAKING FOR A BETTER MELBOURNE
unique set of characteristics and qualities —visua|,
culturai, environmental and social —that give meaning to a location. And sense of place matters in
level of attachmentto their cities
some surprising ways. For instance, communities that have a high
also tend to have a high rate of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth.
Place-makingis a conscious strategy designed to promote people's health, happiness, prosperity and
wellbeing. It brings together a range of factors and disciplines, including economic development,
urban design and environment, culture, community engagement, finance and governance. Placemaking can apply to whole regions or individual neighbourhoods. In all cases it aims to capitalise on
local assets, inspiration and potential.
Our plan for Melbourne identifies several Significant Change Areas being areas where higher density
mixed use development will be encouraged as part of creating more jobs and enabling more people
to live closer to where job agglomerationsoccur. Place-makingwill be important in the
redevelopment of these areas as it will be in the delivery of city shaping infrastructure projects.

An identifiable sense of place emerges from a

MELBOURNE AS OUR NATION'S SPORTING AND
CULTURALCAPITAL
Melbourne's liveabilityand its reputation draw on its cultural and sporting events and precincts.
Iconic venues like the MCG and Melbourne Arts Centre are integral to the city's identity. Our
stadiums, business conferenceand convention facilities,libraries, museums, galleries, performing
arts venues, parks and open spaces all contribute to making Melbourne a vibrant creative city that
and
supports a busy year-rou nd calendarof events and festivals. To maintain our city’s reputation
and
cultural,
our
and
sporting
refresh
expand
global competitiveness we will need to ensure that we
facilities.
convention infrastructure, and add to it with new, world-class

MELBOURNE AS A DESIGN CAPITAL
Thanks to its well—preserved heritage buildings, its strong and distinctive modern architectural
character and its street art and thriving museums, Melbourne is one of the design capitals of the
world. The benefitsof good design, and its capacity to improve peoples’.experienceof the city, are
increasinglywell understood. However, more can be clone to leverage our skills and assets to
strengthen Melbourne's credentials as a creative and artistic city
.

achievinga higher standard of design excellence in our buildings and urban
landscapes, by establishing consistent processes that promote excellent design outcomes in both
public and private sector developments, and embeddingthem in the planning system.

We need to focus on

PROTECTING MELBOURNE'S HERITAGE AND PHYSICAL
ENVIRONMENT
Cities are constantlyevolving. It is inevitablethat during times of rapid growth there will be.tensions
between preserving the best of the past and building for the future. We will manage future growth
and change so that Melbourne's distinctive characteristics and heritage are maintained and its
liveabilityis enhanced. Urban renewal and development right across Melbourne must integrate
cherished places and features into the living fabric of the city.

Streets are central to people's experience of Melbourne. In many ways they frame our perception of
the city how it is organised, and how different areas relate to one another and so create a
and roads include grand
sense of place and structure across the metropolis. Melbourne's streets
-

—
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formal boulevards as well as narrow lanes; radial arterial roads complemented by a broad mesh of
main roads laid out in a ‘big grid’ pattern; local suburban streets; and a network of multi-lane
freeways and ring roads. Our road system combineswith a networkof waterways and parks to form
adistinctive pattern of urban.development.

MELBOURNE AS A GREEN CITY
The metropolitan area is also shaped by various other environmental attributes. Some of the most
important are natural habitats and features, including the bay and beaches, places and streetscapes,
a landscape of green suburbs, parks and gardens and a hinterland
of rural and semi—rural areas.
Generous green landscapes throughout our metropolitan area are fundamental to Melbourne's
identity. Additions and extensions to houses, smaller allotments and apartment style development
built boundary-to-boundary all leave less room for greenery and trees. Yet the importance of trees
in urban design has never been more widely recognised. Trees not only add natural beautyto
city
environments, they can also serve as shade cover for pedestrians and lower urban temperatures.
Otherinitiatives for a greener and more sustainable urban environment are addressed in the
chapters on Housing, Environment, Neighbourhoods and Water, Energy and Waste.

Our Plan for Place and
Direction 7.1

Identity

Create more great places throughout Melbourne

By adopting a placemaking approach we can raise the standard of urban design of public places

throughout the entire metropolitan area. improvements to public spaces and more thoughtful
integration of new developments into their surroundings can ‘make a measurable difference to the
amenity economic vitality, civic, cultural and social life of Melbourne. Larger precincts, mixed use
,

areas, activity centres and streets all have the potential to becomedistinctive and appealing places.
We will
a more focused place-makingapproach that can deliver our city's next generation of

adopt

urban infrastructure, dynamic public precincts and attractive civic spaces. To achieve a consistently
high standard of place-makingacross Melbourne we will use the planning system to strengthen the
design quality of public spaces, and the interfaces between private development and the public
domain.
Initiative 7.1.1

Prepare a Distinctive Melbourne policy

Metropolitan Melbourne is a mosaic of diverse natural landscapes and urban places. It includes
residential neighbourhoods, bustling strip shopping centres, a variety.of parks and gardens,
industrial and commercial precincts, public transport corridors and trails that connect
many of these
places. The Victoria Planning Provisions (VPP) contain clauses to protect aspects of distinctiveness,
but those clauses do not specifically state what Melbourne's distinctive aspects ‘are, or how they
should influence new development. More guidance is provided at thelocal level by individual
planning schemes. While local variations are essential to Melbourne's identity, a metropolitan-wide
policy is needed to clearly identify Melbourne's distinctive and iconic elements.
In theimmediate term
0

Include a ’Distinctive Melbourne’ policy in the State Planning Policy Framework.

.
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Integrate place-makingpractices into the SmartRoads program

Roads are Melbourne's most extensive and heavily used system of public space. Morethanjust
thoroughfares,they are places where people meet, shop, eat and enjoy themselves. Most buildings

and urban activities have street frontage, so much of the city's identity is closely associated with the
look and amenity of our streets. In contrast to inner city streets, which can be lively civic and social
spaces, most roads in outer areas are dominated by vehiculartraffic and offer little amenity to

pedestrians.
VicRoads has recently begun to use 'SmartRoads'55 to guide operation of the road network. The
program shifts the focus from moving vehicles to moving people and goods. VicRoads is working to
expand the capacity of SmartRoads to respond to street activities other than transport, including
opportunities for tree planting and encouraging more walking and cycling.
In the immediate term
0
I

Include Smart Road principles in the State Planning Policy Framework.

Initiative 7.1.3

Extend Melbourne's networkof boulevards

‘Melbourne's grand boulevards are a proud and distinctive feature of the city's urban fabric. A legacy
of the gold rush, boulevards like St Kilda Road, Victoria Parade and Royal Parade are wide, generous

tree-lined spaces that serve multiple users and can accommodate relatively tall buildings, thanks to
thewidth of the road and the softening visual role of trees. More recent major roads were
developed to cater primarilyfor through-traffic.Trees and other architectural features were
minimised for safety reasons. While safety remains a paramount consideration, we should aim to
create contemporary boulevards that build upon this aspect of Mel bourne's physical distinctiveness.
We will create a series of new boulevards as part of planning for the urban growth areas and
transform a networkof selected existing road corridors to become boulevards across Melbourne. In
some cases thiswill mean providing greater tree coverage for shade and enhancing the
attractivenessof major through-rqads. We will also consider creating boulevards in very low speed
environments withminimal through—trafficprimarilyfor pedestrians and public transport. We will
_

work in close consultation with local government and relevant stakeholders to ensure that new or
redeveloped boulevards integrate with other improvements to public space or place-making
initiatives. Refer to Figure XX.
In _the immediate term
0

0

o

Prepare with VicRoads and local government a long-term metropolitan boulevard corridor
strategy and implementation plan.
Investigate boulevard treatments for Nepean Highway, Fran kston; Maroondah Highway,
Ringwood; and Plenty Road, Bundoora.

Implement boulevard treatments on Sneydes Road in East Werribee.

In the short term

”Smartlioads is a program ad ministered by Vicfloads which manages competing interests for limited road space by giving priority use of
the road to different transport modes at particulartimes of the day. Certain routes are managed to work betberformotorvehlcles while
others are managed for public transport, cycliss and pedestrians.
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Use the development of East West Link Stage 1 to transform Alexandra Parade into
an inner cityboulevard.
investigate boulevard treatments for Plummerstreet Fisherma ns Bend and Dynon Road west

0

o

Melbourne.

Direction 7.2

Build on Melbourne's cultural

legacy

leadership and sporting

Melbourne's international reputation as a cultural and sporting city will continue to be an important
element of its identity and a key contributor to its economic success and tourism appeal. Melbourne
events such as theAustralian Open tennis tournament, the Melbourne Cup and the National
Gallery
of Victoria's Winter Masters Exhibitionsare internationallyrenowned and are an intrinsic part of our
city's identity and placeappeal.
Melbourne's success as an event city lies in its cultural, educational and sporting precincts. Many
iconic venues are located in the heart of the city, including the MCG, Melbourne Tennis Centre, Arts
Centre, Federation Square and National Gallery. Other important venues, such as our suburban
racecourses, sand belt golf courses, and art galleries, are distributed across the metropolitan area.
Sport and culture also thrive at the community level in Melbourne. The city's "suburbs have public
sporting venues and community arts facilitiesthat give residents opportunities a chance to
participate in various sporting and cultural activities.

Melbournealso fosters new and ‘fringe’ art works and art forms through a networkof community
venues, and public performance spaces often located in repurposed industrial or commercial

arts

public buildings.
Initiative 7.2.1

Build on

our

civic legacy of great places

The Strategy will ensure thatMelbourne's distinctiveness as a leading cultural and sporting city is
maintained. We will continue to provide the infrastructure, facilitiesand opportunities which
support the city’s prominent major events and which encourage Melburnians to get involved in local
sporting and cultural activities. As the city grows, we will also expand facilitiesat major cultural and
sporting precincts and venues, and undertake new developments that add to the array of major
cultural and sporting attractions in the city.
In the immediate term
-

Allow for a contribution toward the_cost of sub-regional cultural and sporting facilities,as part of
the new standard development contributions levy to be introduced in urban renewal precincts
and growth areas.

In theimmediate to medium term
-

Promote Melbourne's international image as an events capital by continuing to invest in
infrastructure and public space improvements that support the precinct encompassing
Melbourne Park, Olympic Parkand the MCG; the SouthbankArts Precinct, South Wharf
convention and exhibition cluster; Docklands stadium; and the Melbourne Sports and Aquatic
Centre at Albert Park.
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Advancethe planning for delivery of significant city-shaping and image-makingprojects
potentially , including Flinders Street station redevelopment, Melbourne Planning and Design
Centre, Aboriginal Art Gallery (NGV) and/or a National Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Centre.

0

Grasplric:

case

Initiative 7.2.2

Support cultural events and programs

Under this Strategy, we will reinforce Melbourne's multi-cultural and creative identity by continuing
to support our dynamic arts culture. We will ensure the provision of spaces and facilitiesthat
the metropolitan
encourage cultural innovation and new forms of artistic expression throughout
arts-related
area. These facilitieswill showcase creative projects, incubate entrepreneurial
to
cultures
from
communities
different
enable
and
audiences
establish
larger
enterprises,
beliefs.
and
their
traditions,
lifestyles
and
reflect
support
and
programshthat
participate in events
In the immediate to short term

Provide guidance and streamline regulations, where appropriate, for the use of open spaces,
streets and parks for a range of community and cultural events which will add to the richness of
Melbourne's cultural and creative experience, particularly those which celebrate the city's
multicultural character.
Provide guidance on how to extend the Creative Spaces program (City of Melbourne) and Street
Art programs to key centres in the metropolitan area.

0

0

Direction 7.3

Respect our heritage as we build for the future

Melbourne's heritage providesa tangible link to past achievementsand experiences. It helps us to
understand the lives and aspirations of past generations and is central to our sense of identity. The
city's history includes more than 50,000 years of human occupation and encompasses all aspects of
Aboriginal and post-contact culture up to the present day

Managing thetension between development and co_nservation is also important and will be
streamlined to make heritage management and planning more effective and supportive of efficient
planning and development outcomes. Creative re-use of heritage places can revitalise neglected
sites. Good urban design can bothpreserve and re-energise historic buildings and places.
.

Initiative 7.3.1 Value heritage when managinggrowth and change
With all three levels of government sharing responsibilityfor protecting Mel bourne’s heritage,
decision-making must be consistent and credible, and based on a clear and widely accepted
understanding of the cit»/s history. The Strategy aims to ensure thatall future development
opportunities protect the city's heritage as outlined in the 2007 Review of Heritage Provisions in
The report suggested a range of valuable
Planning Schemes Advisory Committee
recommendationsfor improving heritage management processes within theVictorian Planning

Reports‘.

system including:

56

Review of Heritage Provisions in

Community Development (2007)

Planning Schemes Advisory Committee Report, Department of Planning and
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In the immediate term
-

0

0

Establish a new funding program of $6 million over four years to enhance and accelerate local
government heritage planning and assessment.

Implementchanges to the heritage provisions in Planning Schemes consistent with the Review
of Heritage Provisions in Planning Schemes Advisory Committee Report, -to improve the
identificationand streamline administration of heritage controls at the local level.
Include a succinct history of ‘Melbourne as a reference document inythe State Planning Policy

Framework.

In theshort term
0
0

Establish a single online portal for public access to heritage information.

Survey significant cultural landscapes in metropolitan Melbourne (using the South West

Landscape Assessment Study as a model) and apply the relevant planning provisions to protect
and conserve these landscapes.
Require masterplans for urban renewal precincts that include heritage places to integrate these
heritage assets into the overall design.
'

o

Initiative 7.3.2

'

Respect and protect our city's Indigenous heritage

Throughout Victoria, even in the most intensively developed areas, the landscape holds the imprint
of thousands of generations of Aboriginal occupation. With the arrival of Europeans in Victoria, new
and very different sites of Aboriginalheritage significance came into being, including places of first
contact between European and Aboriginal people, massacre sites, missions, properties where
Aboriginal pastoral workers played vital roles and, in more recent times, places associated with the
Aboriginal rights movement, as well as contemporary places with ongoing uses and associations.
In 2012 the Victorian Parliamentary Inquiry into The Establishment and Efiectiveness of
Registered
AboriginalParties recommended development of a statewide program of country mapping to
improve the available knowledge about areas of cultural heritage sensitivity.
In the immediate term
-

0

Resource a program of Country Mapping to improve understanding and recognition of
Aboriginal cultural heritage values in metropolitan planning processes.
Link the country mapping processes to the State Planning Policy Framework.

Initiative 7.3.3

Stimulate economic growth through heritage conservation

MeIbourne’s heritage is a significant tourism drawcard and an important part of our city's
cultural
economy. To ensure thatthis continues, we must invest in our heritage, and particularly those places
thatcontribute to Melbourne's identity and distinctiveness.

Regeneration of heritage assets through adaptive re—use can deliver unique andexciting places that
be used well into thefuture. Rehabilitatingold buildings and places also creates opportunities
for new investment and local employment. Examples of this include the conversion of Melbourne's
former GPO intoa landmarkretail complex; and the revita|isati_on of CBD laneways.
can
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In the immediate term
0

o
,

0

Stimulate heritage conservation activity through the utilisationand promotion of existing land
tax and rate-remission mechanisms.
Assess the potential of transferable development rights for significant heritage conservation and

development projects.
Continue existing funding programs which support the conservation of heritage places.

Achieve and promote design excellence
Melbourne has a well-deserved reputation for quality design, particularly for its built environment
and creative industries. Research confirms that we|l—designe'd, quality urban design and architecture
Direction 7.4

add value by increasing the economic viabilityof development and delivering social and
environmental benefits. Achieving quality design outcomes can involve a range of strategies

including:
leading by example As the largest procurer of design services in Victoria the state government
to improve
can set a high design standard in its own projects. There are also opportunities
design procurement practices.
-

-

.

including a design review in assessments ofsignificant development projects independent
expert design review can add significantlyto the quality of projects. Embeddinga formal and
accountable design review process from the earliest stages of projects has been proven to
improve outcomes, ensure best value, expedite decision making, and ensure that all relevant
-—

-

interests are taken into consideration.

strengtheningdesign capabilitywithin all levels of government more sophisticated design
understandings and capabilitieswill help support local governments in their capacity to act as
design advisors and assessors in the development approvals process.
—

-

Our Strategy aims to extend the emphasis on good design apparent in the inner city's built
environment across the whole metropolitan area and embed it in the planning process.

Initiative 7.4.1 Promote urban design excellence

The quality of Melbourne's built environment depends on high design standards.
In the immediate term
0
Partner with local government to fund a three-year pilot urban
0

o

0

design advisory service

(modelled on the successful heritage advisory service) on a matched funding basis.
Provide guidance about changes to permits through secondary consents to ensure thatthe
originally intended design quality and appearance of approved developments are realised.
Require urban design expertise and high quality design as key performance indicators in
procurement procedures for all state projects, including a design quality assessment as part of

funding milestones
Continue to incorporate art in new public projects and encourage its inclusion in other projects.
Resource and require the Victorian Design Review Panel program to provide reviews of:
significant state government and state-funded projects;
significant projects affecting places on the Victorian Heritage Register;
significant private sector projects nominated by councils, and which are deemed
significant becauseof their use, size, impact or potential to set a precedent in the
locality; and
-
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key precincts identified by the Metropolitan Planning Authority.‘

Initiative 7.4.2

Improve access to information and technology to support planning processes
Major developments are increasinglychallenging in terms‘ of their scale and relationships with their
sufroundings. Planning permits can remain ‘live’ for many years, so it is essential to factorthem in
when considering any nearby proposals. Three-dimensional modelling is a valuable tool for
testing
and evaluating impacts of alternative development proposals. it allows‘
planners to visualise an
existing site, as well as other possible future developments they may need to consider and assess. It
enables communities and decision-makers to explore proposed projects
clearly and in detail, and
therefore fully understand potential options and ramifications.
In the short term

Extend the State government's existing 3-D digital model to
encompass the whole of the
metropolitan area, and invest in cross-government access to the model as a tool for visual
assessment and planning of the city's future development.

0

Initiative 7.4.3 Build on our passion for knowledge and debate about urban issues
Melbourne is a city of debate and ideas. An open flow of information and ideas
within, to and from
the community is fundamental to successful planning. To
encourage this, global cities are now
establishing various platforms for an on-going conversation with citizens, investorsaand visitors
about the future planning,.design and form of their cities.
in theshort term
0

Consider establishing a
«

»

—

publically accessible Melbourne Planning and Design Centre that will:

display a3—D model of metropolitan Melbourne
repository of planning information and research
hold public events and programs to discuss and disseminate information about urban
design
and development issues
encourage and inspire public interest in the possibilitiesof our future city by providing case
studies of innovativeresponses to urban challenges, including ‘density clone well’, urban
renewal and adaptive re-use of heritage buildings.
offer a

Direction 7.5

Make our city greener

Melbourne is not just bricks and mortar; it contains an 'urban forest’ of all the trees and
vegetation
growing in our backyards, streets and public lands. Increasing tree and vegetation cover across an
urban area creates many environmental, social and economic benefits.These include
cooling to
reduce heatwave and UV impacts, reduced air pollution and energy costs, enhanced
liveability,
improved physical and mental wellbeing, protected biodiversityand enhanced visitor appeal across
the city.

'

Our city's green spaces are under increasing pressure, with development
reducing the size and
numberof private gardens and impinging on 'greenfie|d’ sites at the metropolitan fringe.
Drought,
climate change and the increasing costs of water use make it harder to water our plants and
gardens..To introduce water-sensitive design approaches to our urban areas we will also need to
design landscapes in more innovative ways thattake full advantage of natural rainfall and
stormwater runoff. Refer also to the Environment and Neighbourhoods Chapters.
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Different species types wili be relevant to different areas of the metropolis. A particular opportunity
presents itself to tackle the challenges of sustainable planting in drier areas of the metropolis such as
the Western Sub Region.
Initiative 7.5.1

Develop a new metropolitan open space strategy

Responsibilityfor providing open space is currently shared by a numberof government agencies and

local governments. This creates a lackof overall direction in strategic planning for open space across
Melbourne, and can lead to confusion about who is responsible for funding, planning and delivering
open spaces.

There are limited opportunities to provide new open space in Melbourne's established areas.
Identifying better use and design of existing assets, and developing innovative approaches to open
additions. This will
space delivery at a local level, will provide valuablefuture local open space
include new or enhanced open space in urban renewal precincts, on surplus government-owned
land, and as part of precinct-wide redevelopment plans.
In the immediate term

Prepare and coordinate the delivery of a metropolitan open space strategy, which will include
need for new open
measures to improve funding and protection of open space, identify the

-

space in

areas that are

expected to grow substantially, and update regulations outlining the role

of all levels of government.
Improve access to informationabout open spaceto guide planning, building on the Victorian
Environmental Assessment Council's open space database.

0

Initiative 7.5.2 Extend Melbourne's landscape and vegetation cover
The greening of Melbourne is already underway. The State Government has committed to planting
two million trees by 2014 as part of the 2 Million Trees project: 1.5 million trees acrossparklands
and other public open spaces in the city and half a million trees along waterways in regional Victoria.
‘Greening the West’ is a regional initiative aiming to deliver positive health and social outcomes in
the city's western suburbs through urban greening. The program is facilitatedby City West Water in
partnership with local councils, water utilities, government agencies, and industry and community

groups.

VicRoads is currently reviewing its clear zone requirements for arterial roads that restrict roadside
tree planting. The review will address the potential to design road space to allow for tree planting
without compromising road safety standards.
In the immediate to short term

-_
-

0

0

Address impediments to planting canopy trees along roads.
Review planning provisions for residential setbacks, site coverage and permeabilityto protect
and create spaces where canopy trees can thrive.
Plan for delivery of a dry-climate horticultural research garden in the western region thatwill
showcase landscape suited to the region's soil and climaticconditions.
Partner with relevant_ agencies and stakeholders to extend the City West Water ‘Greening the

West‘ initiative to other subregions of Melbourne.
Support community engagement, information and advisory services to promote the benefits of
the neighbourhood greening and urban forests.
Support local government to undertake community tree planting programs by building upon the
success of the '2 Million Trees’ project beyond 2014.
V

0

0
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Require new arterial road and freeway reservations to include adequate land allocation for tree
planting or other significant landscaping.

o

Initiative 7.5.3 Manage the interface between development and the
watenrvays

Whether large or small, waterways and parks can be affected by nearby development. New
building
encroach on open space physicallyand visually in ways thatdiminish its natural beautyand the
sense of respite it offers from the urban environment.
can

In theshort to medium term
0

0

In consultation with local government, investigate potential planning
protection for key
waterway corridors such as theYarra River between Heidelberg and Warrandyte and the
Maribyrnong River, as well as major parks and other places of high environmentalvalue.
Where warranted, seek to amend the relevant local planning schemes to provide
adequate

protection for these natural and physical assets.

Initiative 7.5.4 Create a -green interface to the Melbourne Metropolitan Urban
Boundary
How development within Melbourne's metropolitan boundary relates to

open land outside it is

important to the character and amenity of our city's peri-urban areas. Where a green wedge or nonurban area contains uses that generate dust, noise or other conflicts with residential
uses, it may be
appropriate that development within the Metropolitan Urban Boundary faces away from the

boundary, or incorporates buffer zones, or both.Where existing urban development is adjacentto
non-urban areas careful consideration needs to be given to any potential
amenity impacts that
proposed non-urban‘ activities may have on these established urban areas. Planning for our city's
green interface will require context-specific design and development guidance rather than a generic
approach for the entire boundary. Refer also to the State of Cities Chapter which deals with the periurban area.

In the short term
0

Prepare planning and design guidelines for development adjoiningand withinthe Melbourne
Metropolitan Urban Boundary to improve interface conditions and minimize adverse impacts.
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Case study
Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne, Cranbourne

’Creating state significantgardens in a suburban location’
In the 19605 the management of the Royal Botanic Gardens recognised the need for a
satellite
garden to promote the cultivation of Australian plants. with the assistance of the Maud Gibson Trust
la nd was purchased at Cranbourne, south-eastofMelbourne. It was here thatthe Royal Botanic
Gardens Cranbourne was established in 1970. Additional parcels of land were acquired in later
years:
the Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne now covers 363- hectares.

The Australian Garden is an award-winning native plant garden being developed at Cranbourne. its
purpose is to showcase Australian flora, landscapes, art and architecture. The first stage opened in
126|l’age
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2006. After 20 years of planning, construction and
vibrant Australian Garden is now complete.

planting, the Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne

Water is the main storyteller in theAustralian garden; it leads visitors through the Australian
Garden, expressing the main design themesand the heart of our historic and future relationship

with theAustralian landscape.

(completed in 2006),the journey of water begins in the red
Garden. Here in the dry, water is absent. its journey
Red
Sand
the
desert heart of Australia
the
Ephemeral Lake Sculpture highlight the transient nature of
continues: the Dry River Bed and
water leaving the desert ingdrought arriving with unpredictable floods until it arrives in the Rockpool
In thefirst half of the Australian Garden
—

Waterway.

In the second half of the Australian Garden
River Bend at the River Walk.

(the northern half}, the Rockpool Waterway becomes a
'

The aim of the Royal Botanic Gardens in creating the Australian Garden is to share withvisitors the
beautyand diversity of Australian plants. The Australian Garden is a place to explore the evolving
connections between people, plants and landscapes. The Australian Garden is also a place where
Melburnians and visitors can discover inspiration and informationabout how to use Australian
plants in home gardens.

Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne shows the possibilityand benefitsof developing state
significant facilitiesin suburban locations.
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A STATE OF CITIES
Maximise the growth potential of Wctoria by developing a State of Cities which
delivers choice, opportunity and global competitiveness.
Victoria's economy and liveabilityis based on strong connections between Melbourne, its peri-urban
and green wedge areas, and the state's regionalgand rural population centres.
These people and business connections are the legacy of Victoria's past as an agricultural, mining
and manufacturingstate, the enjoyment we get from our state's diverse landscapes and coastal
regions, the state's relatively compact size, and the easy access Melburnians have to many of the
state's larger regional cities and tourism centres.
This settlement pattern provides many benefits to Victorians. Melburnians have access to a wide
variety of recreational, environmental,lifestyleand business opportunities available in regional
locations. Many regionally based people and businesses have good access to metropo|itan—based
business, health, educational, cultural and sporting facilitiesand opportunities, including access to
national road, rail, port and airport gateways.
T

'

‘

with improving transport and communications links, Victoria’s major regional cities (such as
Geelong, Ballarat, Bendigo and Latrobe City) are increasinglywithin commuting distance of
Melbourne, opening up more employment opportunities for regionally based Victorians and more
housing and lifestyleoptions for metropolitan residents. These links also help regionally based
businesses access larger labour pools and improve their productivity, market access and

competitiveness.

Over the past decade, Victoria's population has increased by 15 per cent, from 4.8 million in 2001 to
5.5 million in 2011. This growth has been concentrated in Melbourne and its growth area councils
which together have accounted for 86 per cent of the State's growth. Population growth in regional
Victoria has been predominantly located in regional cities and Melbourne’: peri-urban
region. Figure

16, Page I45 shows this growth.

cent)

The majority (36 per
of the inward migration into regional cities came from regional Victoria,
roughly a quarter each from metropolitan Melbourne (26 per cent) and Interstate (24 per cent). Of
the regional cities, the three centres most proximate to Metropolitan Melbourne Geelong, Balla rat
and Bendigo have contributed the most to population growthin regional Victoria.
-

With Victoria's ‘population projected to rise to 8.4 million by 2051, regional areas will need to be
prepared to take a greater share of future growth. Particularly, regional cities and selected towns
within the peri-urban area can prepare to attract people that may otherwise settle in metropolitan

Melbourne.

By providing opportunities for decentralised population and employment growth in regional cities,
help them become larger, and their regions become more independent. As theygrow, they
will be able to provide better employment opportunities, and better local health and educational
services, to their residents and to surrounding rural populations. They will also help mitigate some of
the population pressures that will be faced by metropolitan Melbourne.

we can
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Within these regions, residential development will need to be balanced with the protection of the
productive land, economic resources and biodiversity assets that are critical to the state's economic
and environmental sustainability.

VICTORIA'S REGIONS
Victoria's regions vary from Gippsland’s coastal plains and the High Country in the east, to the open
plains of the Mallee in the north, theWimmera in the west and the coastal cliff country in the south
west.

They are home to the state's agricultural and horticultural industries, and associated agribusiness
services and manufacturing.They have our major environmental and tourism-related services and
assets such as the Goldfields region, the Great Ocean Road, the Gippsland Lakes and High Country,
and the Murray River. They are also resource-rich areas, with significant resources of brown coal, oil,
gas, mineral sands and timber,and have many of the state's energy, water
shows
regions.
infrastructure assets.

23,-

and transport

Victoria's

Development in regional Victoria is increasinglypositioned around a network of larger regional
centres". These operate not only as service hubs to theirrural hinterlands, but as important urban
settlements with diverse economies and strong communities.

Eight Regional Growth Plans are being developed across regional Victoria. Each plan provides a 20to 30-year land use strategy that sets out how each region can accommodate a greater share of
Victoria's growth. Plans will be supported by regional investment strategies which will identify
opportunities to unlock future growth potential. Plans will identify land use and infrastructure
initiatives to accelerate growth such as:
0

-

-

-

0

Opportunities to revitalise regional city CBD areas, to encourage the growth of, knowledgeeconomy jobs.
and
Identifying health and education precincts (such as Waurn Ponds, Ballarat University
these
in
and
diversifyjobs
Latrobe Bendigo} and developing strategies to protect, grow
precincts.
Identifying land use and infrastructure requirements to facilitatethe growth of export-based
industrial areas (such as the Logic distribution centre near Wodonga, GV Link in the Goulb_u rn
Valley,the Ballarat West growth area and Marong Industrial Park in Bendigo).
Prioritising actions to address supply chain bottlenecks and enhance regional connections
identified in the government's long-term freight and logistics plan Victoria: The Freight State.
Working with regional city councils to unlock their growth potential and achieve accelerated
growth outcomes, which includes developing an integrated infrastructure planning and delivery
model for these cities.

-

-

-

Applying metropolitan-type planning tools (such as a principal public transport network, a
principle bike networkand a Smartfioads operating framework),initially in Geelong, Ballarat and
Bendigo.
Auditing land in regional cities and centres -to identify land suitable for urban renewal and
strategic redevelopment (including surplus government land) and barriers to redevelopment.
Providing support to strategic planning initiatives such as Vision 2 in Geelong and precinct
structure planning in other locations.
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POSITIONING REGIONALINDUSTRIES FOR GROWTH IN

ASIA

Regionally based industries (including agriculture, mining, forestry, higher education and research,
manufacturingand tourism) are well-positioned to take advantage of the centre ‘of the global
economy shifting to Asia. Asia is projected to represent more than half of global output within 40
years, with GDP-per-capita rising from $6,600 in 2010 to $38,600 in 20505’. Businesses in Victoria are
already engaging with these opportunities through agribusiness, tourism and education. The value of

Victorian food exports to China alone has increased by over 200 per cent in the last four years“.
Long-term growth in Asia is expected to accelerate demand for beef,lamb, wheat and dairy
products, and for processed foods. Victoria is well-placed to capitalise on these opportunities”.
Increasing growth and urbanisation in the Asian region will also present opportunities for the state's
significantbrown coal and mineral sands deposits.

There are five majorregional transport corridors linkingmetropolitanMelbourne to its hinterland
by
road and rail. Linking primary industries to national and international markets; and with
of
the
many
state's national transport gateways iocated in metropolitan Melbourne, improving them will be
critical to delivering on this goal. Further investment in this connecting infrastructure will
improve
the competitiveness of Victoria's export-oriented industries. Map 24,. Page
shows Victoria's
transport links and key commodities moved by freight.

MELBOURNE'S PERI-URBAN AREA
The Draft Metropolitan Planning Strategy emphasises the notion of giving value to Melbourne's
nonurban areas which was first identified by the Melbourne and Metropolitan-Board of Works in
Planning Policiesfor the Metropolitan Region (1971). To reinforce this long-standing policy concept,
we will define a permanent boundary for metropolitan (urban) Melbourne. This will
allow the
protection of key assets and economic opportunities in non-urban areas (often referred to as the

peri-urban area).

The peri-urban area consists of major transport corridors and a variety of
townships, agricultural
areas, biodiversity values, recreational and tourist values. There are also important functions within
Melbourne's peri-urban area that Melbourne relies on, including intensive food production, critical
transport infrastructure, water catchments and waste management infrastructure (including organic
waste composting facilities).
147 shows some of the iconic places which make up
Melbourne's peri-urban area, and the types of infrastructure, environmental and recreational assets
they provide for Melbourne's residents and visitors.

17,

The peri-urban area has the potential to attract more agribusiness activities, food production and
tourism, as well develop alternative energy sources (such as wind and solar farms). The development
of the Port of Hastings, of Avalon as our city's second international airport, and of a possible third
airport to the south-east of Melbourne will help strengthen these economic advantages and provide
more local job opportunities and new business enterprises. With the right
support and long-term
planning, towns closer to Melbourne in the peri-urban area, and especially along the regional
I

Asian Development Bank 2011, Asia 2050: Realizing the Asian Century, Manila 2
Department of Primary Industries 2012, Victorian Food and Fibre Export Performance 2011-1

5”
59

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 2012, National Food Plan green paper 2012, Commonwealthof
Australia, Canberra
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transport corridors, can also continue to provide affordable options for living

and working locally.

Over time, different planning controls have been utilised to manage activities in the peri-urban area.
Just over a decade ago, Green Wedge Zones were introduced to manage that part of the peri-urban
Provisions). In some areas,
area within metropolitan Melbourne (as defined in the Victoria Planning
direction about how this
further
to
provide
been
have
developed,
green wedge management plans
that the values of the
to
ensure
seeks
Draft
The
Strategy
part of the peri-urban area is managed.
whole peri-urban area are appropriately managed.

There are several townships in the peri-urban area with higher annual growth rates (1.8 per cent)
16 shows growth
than Victoria as a whole (1.4 per cent), and regional Victoria (0.8 per cent).
rates in regional growth centres from 2001 to 2011.

CREATING A STATE OF CITIES
Integrated land use and transport planning can help regional cities achieve a greater share of theand
state's growth.The experience of cities such as Geelong demonstrates the benefits of renewing
redeveloping CBD areas. At the Geelong Waterfront, infrastructure investments, land acquisition and
rezoning have catalysed urban development thatmaximises the value of the land, and has had a
positive transformative effect on the_ whole city.
Victoria's metropolitan and regional planning can be aligned in a way that builds on the
interdependence of our urban settlements and facilitatestheir development as a networked 'State
of Cities’.

Unlocking the growth potential of these cities—so'theycan accommodate a greater proportion of
the state's future growth,with good transport connections between them, and with Melbournewill create a State of cities where there are greater choices for people about where to live, work or
start

a

business.

The Government will help create a State of Cities by:
-

working with local governments to support the growth of housing and employment in regional
cities.

-

-

ensuring we have the right infrastructure to support the growth and competitiveness of regional
industries and their access to markets, and in particular Asian markets.
ensuring the peri-urban area is protected where it should be, and productive where it can be, so
thatthe outward growth of Melbourne does not impinge on our high-value hinterland.

Our plan for a State of Cities
Direction 8.1 Re-balance Victoria's population growth
Accelerating regional city growth will require proactive actions by Government to foster the growth
of higher income jobs and the diversification of industries operating in these centres. Accelerating
economic growth in the regional cities will also be dependent upon the timely provision of
I

infrastructure that reduces transport costs and builds the human capital endowment of these cities,
and proactive efforts to attract private investment that better integrate local businesses into state,
national and global markets.
131|i*a;e
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Theexperienceof cities such as Geelong shows the benefits of facilitatingrenewal and

redevelopment of CBD areas. The Geelong Waterfront redevelopment demonstratesthattargeted

infrastructure investments, land acquisition, and rezoning can catalyse urban
development that
maximises the value of this land, and has a transformative effect for these cities.
Initiative 8.1.1 Strengthen regional city growth opportunities

In response to theimportant role our regional cities can play in attracting a
greater percentage of
theState's future population growth, we will implement metropolitan
type development strategies
to optimise their growth potential.
In the immediate term

Identify potential state and regionallysignificant employment precincts in the regional cities.
Strengthen the economic, social and amenity roles of the Regional City CBD’s by encouraging
increased business and residential densities as well as social, civic, and cultural facilitiesin these

0
-

locations.

Identify a pipeline of renewal and infill opportunities in regional cities and centres that optimise
infrastructure investment and surplus government land.
Assist in implementing the Directions of the Strategy, and Regional Growth Plans.

0

0

Initiative 8.1.2 Better manage Melbourne's peri-urban region, including
designating towns for

growth

%

The peri-urban area includes major state infrastructure assets including water
catchments and waste
management and recycling facilities.More particularly,the peri-urban area encircles metropolitan
Melbourne with townships on or close to the major transport corridors
attracting considerable
population growth. A new planning statement is needed for the peri-urban area. This will manage
future growth and optimise its potential to accommodate additional housing and
employment whilst
protecting the area's productive land, strategic economic resources and biodiversity assets.
In the immediate term
.

the independent planning authoritywith local councils will prepare a single
peri-urban area
planning statement which will:
Define land areas within the peri-urban area which are strategically important to the
metropolitan area, and the State, including areas suitable for future housing growth;

—

<

Coordinate planning across the peri-urban area, and between local governments;
Provide guidance to relevant planning and other authoritiesfor preparing planning scheme
amendments and making land use planning decisions, particularly where there are
competing land uses; and
Safeguard the interests of the State in the development and conservation of local resources
j

-

Direction 8.2

integrate metropolitan, peri-urban and regional planning
implementation

The concurrent development of the Metropolitan Planning Strategy and Regional Growth Plans
creates a unique opportunity to align Victoria's metropolitan and regional planning in a
way that
builds on, and leverages, the interdependence of our urban settlements to create a State of cities.
The Strategy, in conjunction withthe eight Regional Growth Plans, will integrate
strategic land use
and transport planning throughout Victoria. By maintaining a strong alignment of
major
infrastructure planning and decision—making, and a consistent frameworkfor monitoring the
132lf~‘a;—;e
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implementation of the Strategy and Regional Growth Plans, we can channel future growth to take
advantage of Melbourne's closeness to Victoria's regional cities and the employment, housing and
lifestylechoices available in the peri-urban area.
.

Initiative 8.2.1
Victoria

Bring togetherplanning strategies for metropolitan Melbourne and regional

The Metropolitan Planning Strategy and the Regional Growth Plans integrate land use planning and
transport priorities"across the state. Together with the Government's economic and fiscal strategy
and Victoria: The Freight State this provides a long term frameworkfor Victoria’s sustained growth
and prosperity. Implementingan integrated plan will require shared governance and resource
allocation arrangements.
In the immediate term
-

0

o

Develop a consistent monitoring frameworkand data sources for implementing the Strategy and
Regional Growth Plans, to aid integrated decision-making and performance comparisons.
Provide technical support to regional local governments experiencing growth pressures to
review their municipal strategic statements, to take account of Directions in the Strategy and
Regional Growth Plans.
Designate Geelong as Victoria's second city and prioritise game changing land use strategies
such as thosefor Avalon Airport, the Port of Geelong, improved arterial road connections and
high quality health,tertiary education and research infrastructure that positions the G21 region
for accelerated growth and as a centre of employment and higher order service provision for
Melbourne's west.

Direction 8.3

Improve connections between cities

The productivity and competitiveness of regional economies depend on infrastructure that can
attract investment and reduce transport and communications costs. Infrastructure planning and
delivery will protect and enhance key corridors linking our State of cities. Attractingmore people to
regional cities will require planning and infrastructure reforms that overcome these issues.
Victoria’s primary industries are experiencinghigh growth in exports of commodities (such as wood
chips, mineral sands, grain, dairy and meat). The domestic marketfor fresh food and agricultural
products will grow as Victoria and Australia increase in population. Our export marketsfor this
produce will also grow in the years ahead. Victoria’s freight task is expected to triple by 2050, and
and
we will need well-planned land use and transport corridors that better connect Melbourne
and
role
in
national
logistics.
freight
our
if
to
are
pre-eminent
maintaining
regional Victoria, we

High-quality infrastructure that connects rural producers to key national and international gateways
such as the Port of Melbourne and Melbourne Airport is critical to their cost competitiveness. We
will take action to identify and address supply chain bottlenecks, and ensure ongoing maintenance
and protection of the existing road and rail networks.
Initiative 8.3.1 Improve transport connections between Melbourne and regional cities

All Victoria’s regions have a least one high-capacity transport route. These routes connect regional
cities (such as Geelong, Ballarat and Bendigo) to Melbourne; connect regional cities to each other;
and connect Melbourne to the nation. Improvements to these routes are continuallybeing made
(such as the proposed new station at Grovedale in Geelong, improved rail services to Eaglehawk in
Bendigo, and a new station at Epsom in Bendigo).
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Continuing population growth and the changing economic role of regional cities will generate
additional movements between regional cities, and to and from Melbourne.
improving connectivity
between key regional cities in response to these changes will open up new
opportunities for growth
in regional Victoria that can, in the long term, assist in reducing some of the
growth pressures on
Melbourne, particularly along the Midland Highway (which connects Geelong, Ballarat, Bendigo,
Shepparton and Benalla), and the Hume Highway.
In the immediate to short term
Consistent with Regional Growth Plans, identify and map the regional city
growth corridors

0

connecting to Melbourne.

-

Continue to provide road and rail upgrades between Melbourne, the peri-urban

regional cities.

area, and

Strengthen

Initiative 8.3.2
transport links on national networksfor the movement of goods
between regional cities, Melbourne, interstate and internationally
The Avalon corridor between Werribee and Geelong contains existing and planned
nationally
significant economic assets including airport, road, rail, waste and port facilities.The G21 Regional
Growth Plan identifies a need to retain a settlement break_between Lara and Little
River, to
delineate Melbourne and Geelong and provide a gateway toboth cities. There is also a need to
protect areas of high biodiversity value, including Ramsar conservation areas, and land use buffers
for infrastructure and Avalon Airport. Given the range of constraints on the
availabilityof land for
development, it is important thatthis stretch of land be safeguarded for state infrastructure

opportunities and complementary development in future.

In the immediate term
0
Protect the long-term economic freight and logistics opportunities for the Avalon area between

Geelong and Werribee.

In the short term
0

Develop long-term plans for freight and logistics infrastructure along key corridors linking
Melbourne and regional Victoria (such as the Hume Highway, between Geelong and the South
Australia border, the Western and Midland highways, and in Gippslandl.

Tl-I15 LAST SECTION MAY NEED ADJIJSTMTENTSBASED on WCTORIA: THE F REIGHT STATE DOCUMENT
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IMPLEMENTATION
Realise our strategy by implementing its directions and initiatives through new
planning governance arrangements, planning reforms and adequate funding.
Successful implementation is about many things. It is about setting the right priorities, assigning
responsibilityto the right people and organisations, and giving them the power and freedom to act.
It is about having a range of funding and financing options so we can responsibly afford the steps we
need to take. And sometimes, it is about getting out of the way, so thatthe creativity and energy of
the community and business are allowed to thrive.
This chapter sets out how, together, we will impiement the Metropolitan Planning Strategy. It brings
togetherthe actions we will take, with our plans for rigorous investment appraisal, funding,
governance arrangements‘°and reguiatory changes we need, to move forward.

WHAT WE WILL DO
Successful implementation of the Strategy will require sustained commitment by all levels of
government and the private sector. For the State, this means creating a new independent planning
authorityto focus on matters of genuine state interest and coordinate efforts across government
departments and agencies. This will be particularly important in designated precincts and locations
that are strategically significant in terms of Melbourne's growth and competitiveness.
For Melbou rne’s local governments, a commitment to the Strategy will be important in planning for
thefuture development of their municipalities. For subregional groupings of local governments, this
means working with the new authorityto collaborate in planning, infrastructure development and

service provision.
The independent planning authoritywill workwith government departments and agencies, locai
governments, land owners and development partners to plan for the future urban structure of
precincts. It will also focus on facilitatingappropriate development, coordinatinggovernment
investment, speeding up development processes and advising when red tape can be reduced.

The initiatives will be addressed in a full review of theState Planning Policy Frameworkand the
development of a new frameworkdesigned to reflectthe Strategy.

long-term plan, the Strategy will require substantial mechanisms to monitor its implementation.
We will establish and report on a range of indicators thatwill assess our performance in reshaping
our city's future development, as well as publish greater amounts of data and informationthat
explain to citizens how our city is changing and be able to compare data on Melbourne's suburbs
and subregions.

As a

5°Go\/ernance

refers to how we will work with strategic partners, stakeholders and communities to
the planning system and the initiatives listed in the Draft Strategy

Implement changes to
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DECISION MAKING PROCESSES TO SUPPORT STRATEGY
DELIVERY
While the ‘M PS, as a 40 year strategy, is unashamedly ambitious in its
scope and intentions, a
challenge for Government is to strike a balance between conveying a long term vision, and
recognising the need for flexibilityin delivering on this vision over time. Government recognises that
the successful implementationof this Strategy will require infrastructure investment that is
properly
identified and supported by robust and realistic funding strategies.
Final decisions about the implementation and timing of actionswill be made in a manner consistent
with the government's economic and fiscal strategy, including the medium-term fiscal
parameters.
The Government will continue its commitment to rigorous decision-making on initiatives that

require funding, statutory amendments or new regulations.

In particular, all projects and initiatives requiring -budget funding will be
carefully assessed in relation
to budget capacity, and will have rigorous business cases using cost—benefit
analysis as part of their
economic-impactassessment. For infrastructure projects, this will include ensuring consistency with
the government's Investment lifecycle and High Value High Risk Guidelines. For all other initiatives
and actions, implementation and timing willbe subject to consideration of their evidence
base, and
likely net benefits.

CREATING AN INVESTMENT PIPELINE OF INFRASTRUCTURE
PROJECTS AND INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES
I

A pipeline of infrastructure projects and investment opportunities provides confidence to the
market and greater certainty for the community,‘ investors and the construction and

development

industries. This strategy highlights key infrastructure investments and will identify opportunities
for
investment across the city.
The independent planning authoritywill have a focus on unlocking areas of
strategic value to the city
and on driving land use efficiency and productivity. Strategic locations include urban renewal
sites,
land around railways stations and other transport infrastructure, level crossing
removals, and areas
prioritised through the new urban structure outlined in the Strategy.

The expansion of the Central City through urban renewal will be a significant part of this
pipeline and
includes large precincts at Fishermans Bend, Arden—Macaulay,E-Gate, City North, Dynon and
Federation Square East. A well-planned sequence and roll—out of these urban renewal projects will
help provide certainty and confidence.

OUR VISION FOR MELBOURNE'S SUBREGIONS
forjobs, housing and
investment. By 2050, each subregion will have an economy shaped by over 1 million people,
providing critical mass for stronger economic performance and spatial integration.
In each subregion state and local governments will collectively plan

The Strategy will help Melbourne grow over the next 40 years into the largest economic and
demographic centre in Australia. The opportunities provided by the expanded Central City will also
help meet our vision of supporting the Central City to become Australia's largest business services

centre.

We will work with other subregions to improve their economic performance and range of jobs and
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investment opportunities. Each subregion will be anchored by a National Employment Cluster,
leverage off at least one major economic gateway (a port, airport or interstate freight terminal),
Metropolitan Service Centres and serve a population of over 1 million people.

Map 2:; pg
Based on a growing mix of Capital City functions including government, business, tourism, social,
cultural and recreational institutions and assets, the Central City ‘core’ now extends well beyond the
Hoddle Grid, into St Kilda Road, Southbankand Docklands. Our aim is to plan for growth and change
in Melbourne's Central Subregion to consolidate Melbourne's position as a highly competitive global
city, and to maintain the high standards of liveability,distinctiveness and character that makes
Melbourne special.
MUNICIPALITIES

Melbourne, Stonnington, Maribyrnong, Port Phillip, Yarra.
CURRENT POPULATION

464,000
FUTURE POPULATION GROWTH TO 2050

300,000 TO 450,000
CURRENT NUMBER OF JOBS

567,200’
PLACES OF STATE SIGNIFICANCE

—e.«

Expanded Central City

Employment and innovation Cluster

Parkville

Footscray Metropolitan Service Centre
Western industrial Precinct
Port of Melbourne

ACTIVITY CE NTRES

Activity Centres: Balaclava, Braybrook, Central West, Carlton-Lygon Street, Chadstone, FitzroyBrunswick Street, Fitzroy- Smith Street, Malvern/Armadale, Maribyrnong- Highpoint, Port
Melbourne- Bay Street, Prahran/SouthYarra, Richmond-Bridge Road, Richmond-Swan Street,
Richmond-VictoriaStreet, South Melbourne, St Kilda,"l'oorakVillage, Footscray—Victoria University

Neighbourhood Activity Centres
IMPORTANT FUTURE INITIATIVES
East West l_ink (alignmentto be determined)

Melbourne Metro (alignment to be determined)
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URBAN REN EWAL LOCATIONS

Fishermans Bend, E Gate, Arden-Macaulay,Docklands, Footscray, Brook|yn—Tottenham, Dynon,
Richmond Station Precinct, Yarra rail corridor, Jolimont rail corridor, Southbank, City North.
OTHER IMPORTANT INITIATIVES
new boulevards (e.g. Footscray Road, Williamstown Road, Flemington Road), further investment in
health and education, DoncasterRail Lin k, grade separation works, Maribyrnong Defence la-nd as
major urban renewal precinct

WESTERN SUBREGION
with the provision of necessary infrastructure and support for development of new employment
opportunities in Werribeeand Sunshine, the Western Subregion can leverage off its existing
strengths and better connect the residents of the west to employment and educational
opportunities. We want to see Melbourne's west continue to develop its civic, cultural and
environmental assets, and to be the city's fastest-growing region into
of this century.

the_middle

Melbourne's Growth Corridor Plans: Managing Melbourne's Growth (June 2012) identifies thatthe

covered by the West Growth Corridor Plan will accommodate an additional
population of
377,000 or more people and have the capacityto accommodate at least 164,000 jobs.

area

MUNICIPALITIES

Brimbank, Hobsons Bay, Melton, Moonee Valley,Wyndham.
CURRENT POPULATION

691,000
FUTURE GROWTH TO 2050

500,000

TO

650,000

CURRENT NUMBER OF JOBS

173,100
PLACES OF STATE SIGNIFICANCE
Sunshine Employment and innovation Cluster (emerging)

East Werribee Employment and Innovation Cluster (emerging)
Sunshine Metropolitanvservice Centre

Toolern Metropolitan Service Centre (future)
Western Industrial Precinct (future)
ACTIVITY CENTRES

Activity Centres: Airport West, Altona, Altona North, Ascot Va|e—Union Road, Boardwalk, Brimbank,
Caroline Springs, Deer Park, Flemington-RacecourseRoad, Hopkins Road, Hoppers Crossing,
Laverton, Manor Lakes, Melton, Melton-Woodgrove and Coburns Road, Moonee Ponds, Niddrie138(Page
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Keilor Road, North Essendon, Plumpton, Point Cook, Rockbank North, Rockbank South, St Albans,
Sydenham, Tarneit, Tarneit West, Truganina, Werribee, Werribee Plaza, Williamstown, Wyndham
Vale.

Neighbourhood Activity Centres
IMPORTANT FUTURE INITIATIVES

Completion of Regional Rail Link
Outer Metropolitan Ring Road, upgrade of M80 Ring Road
Western Interstate Freight Terminal (WI FT)

Potential Melbourne Airport Rail Link
URBAN RENEWAL LOCATIONS
Tottenham rail corridor, Sunshine rail corridor, Spotswood, East Werribee, Deer Park
OTHER IMPORTANT INITIATIVES
More Premium bus services, grade separation e.g. Anderson Road, St Albans, new boulevards (name
them),Western Grassland Reserve, Melbourne Airport Rail Link, East West Link, Werribee Tourism
Precinct (Werribee River Trail,Werribe_e Park, Werribee Zoo, South Werribee marina etc), future
If
Regional Service Centre at Toolern etc,

NORTHERN SUBREGION
Map 28. 93-164
A key focus for the Northern Subregion will be to continue to develop a diverse industry base linked
to its key transport infrastructure, educational, technology and research capabilities. It will grow its
outer areas into vibrant, well-serviced communities including through the development of the North
East Link and a new La Trobe Employment and Innovation Cluster.

Melbourne's GrowthCorridor Plans: Managing Melbourne's Growth (June 2012) identifies thatthe
area covered by the North Growth CorridorPlan will accommodate an additional population of
260,000 or more people and have the capacity to accommodate at least 83,000jobs. The
Sunbury/Diggers Rest Growth Corridor Plan will accommodatean additional population of 71,000 or
more people and have the capacity to accommodate at least 10,000 jobs.
MUNICIPALITIES

Banyule, Darebin, Hume, Moreland, Niilumbik,Whittlesea.
CURRENT POPULATION

835,000
FUTURE GROWTH TO 2050
b

500,000 T0 700,000
CURRENT NUMBER OF JOBS

231,500
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-PLACES OF STATE SIGNIFICANCE
La Trobe Employment and Innovation Cluster

Epping Metropolitan Service Centre
Broadmeadows Metropolitan Service Centre

Donnybrook Metropolitan Service Centre (future)
Northern industrial Precinct

Melbourne Airport
ACTIVITY CENTRES

Activity Centres: Beveridge, Brunswick, Coburg, Craigieburn, Craigieburn Town Centre, Diamond
Creek, Donnybrook, Eltham, Gladstone Park, Glenroy, Greensborough, Greenvale, Heidelberg,
Ivanhoe, Mernda, Mickleham, Northcote, Preston-High Street, Preston-Northland,Reservoir,
Roxburgh Park, South Morang, Sunbury, Sunbury North, Wallan, Wollert.
Neighbourhood Activity Centres
IMPORTANT FUTURE INITIATIVES
Outer Metropolitan Ring Road, and upgrade of the M80 Ring Road

Potential Melbourne Airport Rail Link
Potential North-East Link

Beveridge Interstate Freight Terminal (future)
URBAN RENEWAL LOCATIONS
_j_..___

Thomastown Station, Batman Station, Alphington, Upfield rail corridor
OTHER IMPORTANT |NlT.|ATlVES
New regional park at Quarry Hills,Strategic Public Transport Corridors such as Sydney Road and
new boulevards such as Plenty Road, Melbourne Airport Rail Link (northern section), and various
large urban renewal precincts e.g. Coburg Initiative land, further development around the
Melbourne Wholesale Market at Epping etc. There are some major public transport initiatives too
thatshould be mentioned.

EASTERN SUBREGION
Map 29 pg 136
A

key focus for the Eastern Subregion willbeconsolidating its future growth in targeted areas

(including in the Monash Employment and Innovation Cluster, Box Hilland Ringwood) Opportunities

for transport

upgrades include potential road and rail links.

MUNICIPALITIES

Boroondara, Knox, Manningham, Maroondah, Monash, Whitehorse, Yarra Ranges.

CURRENT POPULATION
140IPege
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1.04 MILLION
FUTURE GROWTH TO 2050

250,000 T0 350,000
CURRENT NUMBER OF JOBS

366,400
PLACES

OF STATE SIGNIFICANCE

Monash Employment and Innovation Cluster

Ringwood Metropolitan Service Centre
Box Hill Metropolitan Service Centre

ACTIVITY CENTRES

Activity Centres: Bayswater, Boronia, Burwood East-Tally Ho, Burwood Heights, Cambennrell
Junction, Brandon Park, Chirnside Park, Clayton, Croydon, Doncaster East, The Pines, Doncaster Hill,
Forest Hill Chase, Glen Waverley, Hawthorn—GlenferrieRoad, Kewlunction,Lilydale, Mount
Waverley, Mountain Gate, Nunawading,Oakleigh, Rowville-Stud Park, Wantirna South, Knox Central,
Wheelers Hill.

Neighbourhood Activity Centres
IMPORTANT FUTURE INITIATIVES
East West Link Stage 1

Potential North-East Link
Potential RowvilleRail Link
Potential Doncaster Rail Link
URBAN‘ RENEWAL LOCATIONS

Ringwood Station, NunawaclingStation, Monash rail corridor
OTHER IMPORTANT INITIATIVES
New boulevards (name them), North East link (southern portion), grade separation (e.g. Blackburn
Road, Mitcham Road name them correctly), expanded premium bus
etc, urban renewal
Hill.
and
Doncaster
at
precincts such as Eastern Valley golfcourse
-

services

SOUTHERN SUBREGION
Map‘ 30.

1.39

A key focus for the Southern Subregion will be establishing Melbourne's new container facilitiesat
Port of Hastings, new rail and highway connections to Hastings, and better transport iinks to the city

along the Dandenong rail corridor.
Melbourne's Growth Corridor Plans: Managing Melbourne's Growth (June 2012) identifiesthat the
covered ‘by the South East Growth Corridor Plan will accommodate an additional population of
230,000 or more people and have the capacity to accommodate at least 86,000 jobs.
area
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MUNICIPALITIES
Bayside, Cardinia, Casey, Frankston, Glen Eira, Greater Dandenong,Kingston, Mornington Peninsula.

CURRENT POPULATION

1.16

MILLION

FUTURE GROWTH TO 2050

500,000 TO 700,000
JOBS CURRENT

344,500
PLACES OF STATE SIGNIFICANCE

Dandenong South Employment and Innovation Cluster
Da ndenong Metropolitan Service Centre

Frankston Metropolitan Service Centre
Fountain Gate/Narre Warren Metropolitan Service Centre

Southern Industrial Precinct
Port of Hastings

ACTIVITY CE NTRES

Activity Centres: Bentleigh, Berwick, Brighton—Bay Street, Brighton- Church Street, Carnegie, Casey
Central, Caulfield, Chelsea, Cheltenham, Cheltenham-Southland,Clyde, Clyde North, Cranbourne,
Elsternwick, Endeavour Hills, Glenhuntiy,Hampton, Hampton Park, Hastings, Karingal, Mentone,
Moorabbin, Mordialloc, Mornington, Noble Park, Officer, Pakenham, Keysborough-Parkmore,
Rosebud, Sandringham, Springvale
Neighbourhood Activity Centres
IMPORTANT FUTURE |N|TlATlVES
Port of Hastings Upgrade

Potential South East Rail Link (freight)
Potential Dandenong Rail Corridor Upgrade
Potential Port Rail Link and Western Port

Highway Upgrade

Possible South-EastAirport
URBAN RENEWAL LOCATIONS

Monash Corridor, Hampton, Highett, Frankston
OTHER IMPORTANT INITIATIVES
Grade separation e.g. Springvale Road, Murrumbeena Road, Clayton Road (name them correctly),
{name them),protection of the Bunyip Food Belt, Koo Wee Rup Bypass,
renewal opportunities such as Moorabbin Airport, Baxter Rail‘Extension. A
FF POSSl8l..l‘:‘

new boulevards

major urban
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Our plan for an investment-ready Melbourne
Direction 9.1

Driving delivery and facilitatingaction

Melbourne, let's talk about thefuture identified the need for good governance structures and
processes. With metropolitan planning and delivery functions shared across three levelsof

government, the private sector and community stakeholders, a key challenge will be to ensure that

the Strategy guides effective delivery and decision-making. The Strategy's success will depend on our
abilityto plan collaboratively and coordinate our activities in ways thatoptimise economic, social,
environmentaland community outcomes. This is particularlyimportant for major infrastructure,
urban renewal and growth area developments.
This will require the implementation of newreforms to the planning system, including the
introduction of reformed residential, industrial and "commercial zones and Vicsmart. it will also
require new coordination structures, and for the new independent planning authorityto coordinate
all major stakeholders, particularly for strategic locations where additional gobs and housing are
.

planned.

In addition to finalising the Metropolitan Planning Strategy and Regional Growth Plans, furtherwork
has been identified through the Victorian Planning System Ministerial Committee for additional

reform activities.These include:
-

Reform of the State Planning Policy Framework,followed by reform of municipal strategic
statements.

-

Further statutory reform involving a review of special
and particular provisions).

planning controls (known as overlays

Central to these further reforms will be the development of a change program shifting thefocus of

planners from a regulatory mindset under the current system to a facilitativemindset which
encourages development consistent with the Directions of the Strategy and Regional Growth Plans.
Initiative 9.1.1 Establish an

independent planning authority

The Minister for Planning has announced that an independent planning authoritywill be established,
with responsibilityfor implementingkey aspects of the Strategy. In identifying the activities,
functions, powers and responsibilitiesofthe authority,we have considered theneed to:
-

-

-

authoritythat can effectively champion the Strategy's outcomes, objectives and
Directions over the long term.
provide clarity and certainty for stakeholders through clear roles, processes and relationships
with other agencies, avoiding overlaps where possible.
create an

assist cross-governmentcoordination and collaboration to:

-

implement the Strategy’s significant Initiatives;
produce integrated and efficient land use, transport and other infrastructure planning
143|Page
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outcomes; and
influence service and infrastructure delivery decisions lincludingsequencing).
In the immediate term

Establish an independent planning authorityto commence operation prior tothe release of the

-

Strategy.
0

0

exemptionslsuch

Amend the Planning and EnvironmentAct1987toclearly define where notice
20(4)) for matters of state significance are appropriate, and-to enable the Minister for
Planning to delegate decision ma king powers to the implementationplanning authority.

as section

Focus the independent planning authorityon activitieswhere it can make the greatest
difference in driving Strategy delivery and leaving a legacy for Melbourne, including by:

preparing an annual implementation plan (including designating urban renewal precincts of

metropolitan significance, and prioritising projects);

-

-

—

planning the urban structure of designated sites and precincts earmarkedfor significant
change;
working in partnership with subregional groups. of local governments to deliver the Strategy;
coordinating whole-of-government,integrated land use, infrastructure and service delivery;
collecting development contributionswithin designated sites;

-

«

providing strategic oversight of Strategy implementation;
under delegation from the Minister for Planning act as Responsible Authorityfor
Fisherman's Bend, and other Central City strategic sites such as E-Gate, Arden-Macaulayand
other urban renewal areas; and

reviewingthe Metropolitan Planning Strategy within five years of its adoption by

government.

Initiatives 9.1.2 Create five metropolitan subregions to drive delivery of the Strategy

Melbourne has grown to be a large metropolis. Traditionally,government responses to metropolitan
issues have been built around service delivery or portfolio-specific issues. There has been growing
recognition at all levels of government that collaborative, area-based responses can be more
effective than traditional approaches, particularly to complex, cross-cutting metropolitan issues.
The independent planning authoritywill work with five new subregional groupings of local councils
to implement this Strategy. This will include ongoing discussions about the implementation of
initiatives, and annual strategy sessions witheach subregion and relevant departmental Secretaries,
to set priorities for each subregion and inform the development of priority lists for social and
economic infrastructure. These lists will constitute a rolling pipeline of local infrastructure to
complement the city-shaping projects, and inform annual advice to the Government about priorities
for investment to deliver on the Strategy.
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This process will be further consulted as part of finalising the Strategy. The nature and level of
support that the authorityprovides to subregional groupings of local governmentswill depend on
the level of funding for this Initiative.

Increasing the economic performance of subregions by capitalising on their competitive advantages
and major city-shaping projects (such as East West Link and Melbourne Metro) will create
opportunities to increase productivity.
In the immediate term

Establish five metropolitan subregions of local governments and the State Government
Page 26), to inform collaborative planning andinvestment.

0

-

3,

Use broad-based stakeholder working groups to support the planning of specific sites and
projects lead by the independent planning authority.

Initiative 9.1.3

Develop a new State Planning Policy Framework

in Victoria, the State Planning Policy Frameworkoutlines metropolitan planning principles, goals and
directions; and forms part of all planning schemes in Victoria. The State Planning Policy Framework
must be taken into account when preparing amendments to planning schemes, or ma king decisions
under a planning scheme.

We will amend the State Planning Policy Frameworkto align withthe Strategy, Regional Growth
Plans and other major planning strategies. To support this, we have established a new Ministerial
Advisory Committee on the State Planning Policy Framework.One of the aims of this process will be
to reduce unnecessary red tape and rationalise the State Planning Policy Framework.The new State
Planning Policy Frameworkwill be delivered by theendof 2013, to coincide with the release of the

Strategy.
in the immediate term
0

Amend the State Planning Policy Frameworkto align and integrate withthe Metropolitan
Planning Strategy, Regional Growth Plans and other recent State policies and provide improved
guidance to decision makers such as local government and the Victorian Civil and Administrative
Tribunal.‘

Direction 9.2 Better align infrastructure delivery and growth
The timely provision of infrastructure is a major concern for the community and was raised in
numerous consultation submissions, particularly in reference to growth areas. Similarly,lessons from
major inner-urban renewal projects (such as Southbank and Docklands) have identifiedthat urban
growth areas face similartiming questions when it comes to the delivery of infrastructure.

Infrastructure plans are now a central element of planning for Melbourne's growth corridors, and
prepared as part of the precinct structure plan process. Infrastructure plans can be used to
provide clarity about what infrastructure is required, and allow sequencing of development to
coincide with delivery. These plans also provide the opportunity for the private sector to play a
greater role in delivering infrastructure in a timelier manner.
are
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Initiative 9.2.1 Sequence growth in major urban renewal precincts around Melbourne to
encourage productive use of Infrastructure

The Strategy seeks to create a pipeline of residential development in the Central City and major
urban renewal precincts, particularly around railwaystations. As brownfield locations, these
precincts often need a level of intervention to facilitatetheir redevelopment (as they are generally
non-residential areas), including to provide additional community infrastructure to ensure they
become Iiveable communities.
In theimmediate term

Ensure that urban renewal structure plans include an infrastructure plan similar to that prepared
for growth-area precincts.

0

Sequence the development of major urban renewal precincts around Melbourne, to optimise
the use of existing and planned infrastructure.

0

Initiatives 9.2.2 Support local government to deliver infrastructure in a timelier manner

Developer contributions provide for much-needed infrastructure (such as schools, childcare centres,
health centres and frequent public transport services). For good reasons, these contributions are set
to deliver infrastructure at a level developers can afford. However, in some cases, there is a lag
between development occurring and infrastructure being delivered. This is particularly an issue for
‘

new-communities experiencing rapid growth.
In

established areas, infrastructure planning does not start from a blank canvas. In these areas, there

existing residential and commercial land uses and a wide variety of local community-based
infrastructure. Better use of our legacy of community infrastructure (such as the conversion of
former town halls to libraries and other cultural and community-based uses) is all the more
important in light of potentiallyhigh land values and development costs. It is crucial that community
places and buildings are planned and designed so they have room to expandas our population ages,
and different patterns of work and social life emerge.
are

In the immediate term
-

The independent planning authoritywill:
-

work with local governments to improve the alignment (between development sequencing
and the timely funding and delivery of essential local infrastructure identified in

development contributions plans; and
—

encourage local governments to manage the timelydelivery of local community
infrastructure using a combinationof a sequencing plan, development contributions plan
expenditure, local-government-fundedworks, and works-in-kinddelivery of infrastructure

funded by development contributions plans.

Direction.9.3 Make more efficient use of existing resources
Governments have limited funds to apply to new infrastructure projects, and face increasing
demands to deliver effective outcomes with fewer resources. To meet future infrastructure needs,
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must effectively manage project costs. The Government has already taken steps to manage
project costs by implementing the Investment lifecycle and High Value High Risk Guidelines. These

we

guidelines cover the development of project budgets, and robust governance arrangements for
significant or high-risk projects.
Initiative 9.3.1 Better use of surplus or underutilisecl government land

The strategic use and development of government-owned land is important for achievingthe
outcomes of the Strategy, Regional Growth Plans and the govemment’s economic and fiscal

strategy.
In
-

V

2010, the Government announced it would:
conduct an audit of all government-owned land withinthe urban growth boundary, to identify
sites for future development‘

identify land in the Melbourne metropolitan area and in regional cities thatcould be used for
housing.
To facilitatethe audit, Land Victoria established a database of the iocations and key characteristics
of all federal, state and local government [and in Victoria. For the first time, we have comprehensive
and current records of land owned or managed by governments. These records are being reviewed
to identify land that could be used for housing and other development. Initially,the auditwill focus
on land identified in the Strategy and other strategic documents as suitable for further development.
-

Using the audit findings, the Minister for Planning will identify land in strategic locations that could
deliver the Strategy’ s housing, transport and employment outcomes. A land coordination unit will
work withthe independent planning authorityto develop.a five- to ten-year plan to use the
-government land. This will allow for partnerships with other landholders{such as local governments
and the private sector}, to identify and implement major urban renewal.
In the immediate term
0

-

Establish a land coordination unit to work with the independent planning authorityto maintain a
register of surplus government land.

Develop a frameworkto identify underutilised government land, including a system to manage,

value capture and dispose.
0

Taskthe independent planning authority,the Department of Treasury and Finance and the
Department of Transport, Planning and Local Government to work togetherto:

identify land on thelist thathas potential to deliver on the outcomes of the Strategy and the
Government's economic and fiscal strategy;

-

determine the extent of activity required to bring specific categories of sites and skills
required to bring sites to market; and

allocate responsibilityfor bringing sites to market to either, the Department of Treasury and
Finance, the independent planning authorityor PlacesVictoria.
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Initiative 9.3.2 Prioritise State investment

Current deficiencies in infrastructure in urban growth areas need to be prioritised. Growth areas
need timelyprovision of transport infrastructure, and of other facilitiesand services that help to
bring communities together. if we wait until population thresholds are met, we can undermine a
community's abilityto form strong social networks as it is forming, and lock in car-dependent travel
patterns that undermine the 20-minute neighbourhood concept.
In the immediate term
-

-

-

Consider options for a rolling state growth areas infrastructure fund, for areas with substantial
growth pressures.

Complete the review of the Growth Areas Infrastructure Contribution allocation model to assess
opportunities of funding regional park facilities.
Taskthe independent planning authority—workingwith government departments and agencies
and ‘subregional groupings of local governments——to assess community infrastructure needs
(including education, health, justice, arts and human services) for areas that have, or are
expected to have, strong population growth. This approach will:
Inform an annual report to the Governmentfrom the Minister for Planning about
investment required to drive delivery of the Strategy;
«

—

-

Encourage private investment in the delivery of social and economic infrastructure and
services, in line withthe government’s review of the Partnerships Victoria Framework;
Drive more coordinated delivery of integrated community precincts; and

Better leverage infrastructure funding from local governments, the State Government
(including growth area infrastructure contribution funds), the Com monwealth Government,

and the private sector.
0

0

The independent planning authoritywili also develop details of priorityeconomic infrastructure
for growth areas, which will be endorsed by the Government and will enable the strategic
allocation of growth areas infrastructure contribution funds on a rolling 10-year basis.

Introduce new Works‘-In-Kindguidelines to enable the private sector by agreement to deliver
catalyst infrastructure projects to meet their growth areas infrastructure contributions
—

—

obligations.
Initiative 9.3.3

Improve funding coordination in urban renewal precincts

Developing major infrastructure projects and building new suburbs is a complex, multi-layered task
thatinvolves a range of potential furiding agencies, stakeholders and partners. Allthree levels of
government fund construction projects and major asset upgrades. The question of which project
should be prioritised ahead of others is generallytaken at the whole-of-governmentlevel, with some
attempts to coordinate budget planning and decision-making across all iev_els of government, or with
148{i>.eg=‘:=
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a

view to place-based outcomes.

What is required is a process for developing integrated, place-basedbudgets that can be jointly
coordinated by all levels of government; and governance frameworksthat provide for the
coordination of multiple funding sources, and enable them to be managed as an integrated project.
In theimmediate term
0

Task the independent planning authoritywith preparing integrated infrastructure plans that

support whole-of-Victorian—governmentfunding submissions for designated state-significant
sites and precincts. This may include working with local governments and Commonwealth

agencies to prepare concurrent funding submissions.

Initiative 9.3.4 Achieve better economies of scale in infrastructure development

While increasing private sector participation can drive greater efficiency and innovation, improving
the methods by which we engage with the market, share risks and procure assets and services can
also drive long—term gains for Victoria, and reduce costs. This can include bundling a number of
smaller projects into larger delivery contracts. These types of strategies emphasise place-based
coordination across sectors that are traditionallyseparate (such as transport, commercial
development, civic development, residential development, health and education).
In the immediate to short term
-

Trial project bundling opportunities in major urban renewal and growth area developments,
where appropriate.

Initiative 9.3.5 Create more opportunities for private sector partnerships

Victoria is recognised internationallyas a leader in Public-PrivatePartnerships (PPPs). Through PPPs
and other mechanisms, private provision of services in public transport, health, custodial services
(prisons), education and public housing is now widespread. Also, many functions have been
contracted out to private organisations in areas such as waste management, park management,
»

road maintenanceand cleaning.
There are many opportunities to explore greater private-sector participation where it leads to
greater efficiencies throughcompetition, more innovation through global networksand better
outcomes through superior project management and delivery. To ensure the community gets highquality services, it is important to test the potential for market-basedsolutions, to identify if services
can be provided more efficientlyby the private sector or made more contestable.
In the immediate term
I

0

Apply reforms to the PPP procurement model for infrastructure and service delivery, to ensure
the model responds flexibiyto marketconditions and community needs.
Explore opportunities to apply the-key commercial principles and performance incentives in the
PPP model on sma|ler«scaleprojects that are of sufficient value to attract private sector
involvement.
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Continue to reduce PPP bid costs by improving current PPP tendering processes (such as. by
minimising proposal information requirements), to allow a deeper, more competitive PPP
market.

Adopt greater use of outcome-based tendering for maintenance, service delivery and

construction tenders, to encourage innovation and widen the prospective bidder market beyond
existing and incumbentservice providers.
0

Engage private sector program management skills where large—sca|e programs have multiple and

complex contractual and project delivery issues.
0

Analyse the potential for market-basedsolutions and contestable service delivery in government
departments and agencies where a ready private-sectormarketexists for similarskills and

capability,and where benchmarkinganalysis indicates efficiencies can be achieved. This will
include assessing any public-interest impacts, and the potential for improvement in va!ue-formoney and broader service outcomes.’

Direction 9.4

Opening up new funding sources

Ultimately,the community funds the infrastructure and services it expects and enjoys. we do this
either directly (as users of services), or indirectly(by paying taxes to local, state or Commonwealth
governments).
The way taxes are collected and allocated to projects is generally well-understood. But taxes are by
no means the only funding source for capital investment in Victorian infrastructure and services. In
fact, much investment in infrastructure is undertaken by the private sector, funded by us as users of
services. With telecommunications (excluding the National Broadband Network) and utilities now
essentially a private sector marketin Victoria, the vast majority of investment in these assets and
services is now private. Melbourne's two toll roads are also financed by the private sector, funded by
thetolls motorists pay each time they use the roads.
whether it is energy, telecommunications, an office building or toll roads, the users of assets and
services ultimately fund the investment, through direct user charging.

Caeefttudyu-Melbournecityloo;:pg178
Many government services are funded by a combinationof taxes and user charges. In the case of
local governments, local projects (such as libraries, parks, community centres and road

improvements) are funded by a combinationof direct charges for services and by charging indirect
beneficiariesthrough the rating system (rates). The rating system allocates the cost of services based
on improved property values, which rise when local amenities are improved through local
government investments.
This funding mix of general taxation, direct user charging and capturing thevalue to indirect
beneficiariescan be optimised over time, not only to generate more funds for investment, but also
to increase fairness and the efficiency of assets and services through astute pricingpolicy.

During the 19905, Victoria led the way with reform of. essential infrastructure. Reforms to the water,
electricity, gas and rail sectors all led to significant benefits for Victorians, and have helped fuel our
economic successes of the past decade. However, with the exception of tolling on both Cityl,inkand
EastLink, there have been no reforms to the way we fund major infrastructure.

Over the coming

decades, we will face significant challenges meeting demand for infrastructure
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(such as schools, hospitals, water and road transport). Ongoing demand will grow as the population
continues to grow. The high cost of construction in existing urban areas means there will be limited
opportunities to grow Melbourne's major infrastructure systems without significant cost.
In addition, we need to consider ways to free up revenue to preserve
to support

|ong—term transport corridors,

the future growth of the city.

Initiative 9.4.1 Reform development contributions

Development contributions ensure that when new communities arrive, necessary infrastructure
(such as roads, drainage, sporting and community infrastructure) is in place to meet theirneeds. In
May 2012, the Government announced a preferred frameworkfor a new local development
‘contributionssystem based on standard levies. It appointed an independent Standard Development
Contributions Advisory Committee to provide advice on thefinal system.
The new system will contribute towards infrastructure in growth areas, strategic development areas
and urban areas, including brownfield sites. The new levies will be tailored to align with different
developmentsettings in metropolitan and non—metropo|itan areas, for residential, retail, commercial
and industrial development. Certain levies will be able to be varied, depending on specific
circumstances.

The new system will be simpler to use and administer, and will remove the need to prepare costly
and complex development contribution plans. It will rein in escalating costs to developers and cut
red tape. More importantly, it will help deliver essential infrastructure (such as roads, public
transport, open space, sporting and communityfacilities)to support growth and meet thefuture
needs of residents across Victoria.
In the immediate term
0

Implement a new statewide contributions system.

Initiative 9.4.2 Use ‘value capture to change the way we fund city shaping infrastructure
There are many beneficiariesof infrastructure investment and new services. They include nearby
property owners (who benefitfrom property value uplift), property developers (who benefitfrom
the increased attractiveness of their development) and local businesses and residents (who benefit
from reduced business costs, enhanced amenity and increased economic activity and productivity).

Capturing that part of thevalue thatflows to these indirect beneficiariescan be a funding source for
the initial investment. It creates a stronger link betweenthe cost of new infrastructure and those
who benefitfrom it, either directly as users or indirectlythrough increases in the value of their
property or business.

Value capture creates the opportunity to accelerate infrastructure projects thathave the support of
local businesses and communities by creating a mechanism for them to contribute—and therefore
fast-track—much—neededprojects.

Effective value capture mechanisms, however, require certain attributes if they are to be acceptable
and practical:
-

The benefit must be clearly demonstrable, quantifiable and attributable.
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-

The mechanism must be practical, easilyadministered and understood.

-

The mechanism should be transparent.

-

The mechanism should be fair and equitable, and not unduly burden low-income groups.

There are many different examples of value capture. The current Crossrail project in London is partfunded by a levy on City of London businesses, and Melbourne's Underground Loop was part-funded
by a City of Melbourne levy on ratepayers.
There are many different types of value capture, includingspecial local government levies or areabased improvement levies, where funding is time-limited and ring-fenced for specific infrastructure.
The Government will thoroughlyexamine how value capture might be applied to help fund major
infrastructure projects, with a particular emphasis on funding the eliminationof high-priority rail
level crossings across Melbourne.

.'l'ahl=e4pg190
Figuretapglso
In the immediate to short term
0

After examiningypotential value-capture mechanisms suitable for Melbourne:
—

~

-

-

-

—

adopt value-capture mechanismsthatcould include a diverse range of beneficiaries(such as
property owners, property developers, transport users, local residents, local businesses and
non-local businesses);
conjunction with a broader examination of va|ue~capture mechanisms, examine the use of
user-charging principles in the development of funding models for major urban transport
projects and growth area developments;

in

use va|ue—capture mechanisms and coordinate government efforts to facilitatethe
development of land associated with the elimination of level crossing in areas that improve
road safety and efficiency and contribute to the objectives of the Strategy;
ensure

any value capture is fair, practical and transparent;

create a direct link between such

mechanisms and any specific investment; and

seek to engage other state governments and the Commonwealth Government to jointly
reform the way revenue is collected from road users by all levels of government, and the
way in which it is allocated, to help sustain the road networkand improve transport services.

Initiative 9.4.3 Implement a clear frameworkfor consideration of unsolicited private sector
proposals for infrastructure
A key element of the government's agenda for a

more commercial focus to infrastructure
frameworkfor
considering unsolicited proposals. The private sector
procurement,“ provide a
has the capacity and desire to invest in key pieces of economic infrastructure, but generally wants its
intellectual property protected.

is to

“Securing Victoria's Economy, Action 4
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In the immediate term
0

-

Provide information to the private sector about the government's requirements in relation to
unsolicited bids.

Establish an application and decision-making process for unsolicited private—sector proposals.
The decision-making process will consider benefitsand costs, including wider economic benefits,
to ensure net community benefits are delivered.
-

Direction 9.5 Monitor progress and outcomes
Melbourne, let's talkabout thefuture suggested that many aspects of Melbourne's urban system
have gone unmeasured, or not reported on, for too long. It suggested that to provide greater
transparency and accountability,there was a need to measure the progress of both actions and
outcomes.

To successfully deliver the Strategy, we need a monitoring frameworkthat is transparent, reliable,
can monitor implementation of Initiatives, and can identify changes in the city's development and
requirements overtime. The framework also needs to be integrated with the monitoring of
Victoria's planning system, and capable of informing delivery and investment decisions by all levels

of government.
Initiative 9.5.1 Establish a

monitoring frameworkfor the Metropolitan Planning Strategy

Monitoring of the Strategy and publicly reporting on progress will need two processes. The first will
monitor implementation of the Strategy’s Initiatives. This will involve assigning responsibilityfor
Initiatives to.appropr.iate departments and agencies, trackingdelivery, and monitoring delivery
against specified timeframes.
A

The second process will monitor the Strategy's outcomes. It will include a numberof metropolitanlevel indicators for assessing economic, built environment,transport system, environment and
livea bilityoutcomes.

Tabled,

shows some potential outcome indicators.

The final outcome indicatorswill be reported on at both the metropolitan and subregional levels to
provide a finer-grain understanding and assessment of the city's economic, social and environmental
performance than has previously been available.To do this, we will engage with peak local
government and business organisations and the public sector, to develop an outcomes monitoring
framework during thefinal phase of consultation on the Draft Strategy.
In the immediate term
0

-

Release a monitoring frameworkwiththe final Strategy for monitoring outputs and outcomes.

Require the independent planning authorityto prepare a statement of progress for the Minister
for Planning to table in Parliament, outlining progress in implementing the Strategy's initiatives
across Melbourne's five

metropolitan subregions annually.

153|Page

M INISTERIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEEDRAFT MPS_AUGUST 2013

Released ‘me’ the F’990'0m OflnfomiationAct 1982

Initiative 9.5.2 Make data available to support external development of products that improve
the informationfor individuals and businesses
In August 2012, the Government announced the DatavicAccess Policy to make government datasets
easilyavailable in a machine-‘readableformat. The monitoring frameworkwill be subject to this
policy, and data promptly released. There is also the opportunity to make data available to support
external development of products that improve the information availableto individuals and

businesses. This will be complementedby a Iiveabilityindex and an affordabilityindex, providing
suburb-level measures of Iiveabilityand affordabilityto inform important decisions.
In the immediate term
0

Release datasets for use by industry and the community to develop products that help
businesses and individuals make informed decisions, with a focus on data relating to
metropo|itan_ land use, transport, infrastructure and services.
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